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	1 Part: 301 Major Program Issues and Decisions

	4 For Further Information Contact: Office of Policy Analysis
	2 Subject: New 301 DM 7 - Departmental Responsibilities for Consideration and Inclusion of Indigenous Knowledge in Departmental Actions and Scientific Research
	3 Release Number: 5153
	5 Date: 

12/5/2023
	6 Explanation of Material Transmitted: This new Departmental Manual release 301 DM 7 "Departmental Responsibilities for Consideration and Inclusion of Indigenous Knowledge in Departmental Actions and Scientific Research" strengthens policy on the use of appropriate climate-informed decision frameworks and models for resource management decisions carried out by Departmental bureaus and offices. Significant provisions include:

- It will become the Department's policy to develop collaborative, reciprocal, and equitable relationships with Indigenous Peoples and Nations, to respect their rights to control access to their knowledge and dictate the terms of IK inclusion and use, to obtain free prior and informed consent before including IK, and to comply with federal law when including IK.  
- Bureaus should include IK as an aspect of best available science where legal standards allow.  
- Bureaus will develop guidance and procedures for:  
          - Obtaining free prior and informed consent from the appropriate Indigenous governing body and Indigenous knowledge holders.  
          - Collaborating with Indigenous Peoples to develop procedures for including IK in Departmental actions and scientific research.  
          - Developing training requirements for engaging Indigenous Peoples for the purposes of learning and including IK in Departmental actions and scientific research.
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