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Unless reappointed, the member's service ends on the date of announcement even if that member's 
specific seat remains unfilled. 

Alternate members may be appointed to the Council to fill vacancies if they occur out of 
cycle. An alternate member must be approved and appointed by the Secretary before 
attending the meeting as a representative. The term for an appointed alternate member will 
be the same as the term of the member whose vacancy is being filled. 

Council members will elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary for a I-year term. 

Members of the Council will serve without compensation. However, while away from their 
homes or regular places of business, Council and subcommittee members engaged in 
Council, or subcommittee business, approved by the DFO, may be allowed travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, in the same manner as persons employed 
intermittently in Government service under section 5 U.S.C. § 5703. 

13. Ethics Responsibilities of Members. No Council or subcommittee member will 
participate in any Council or subcommittee deliberations or votes relating to a specific party 
matter before the Department or its bureaus and offices including a lease, license, permit, 
contract, grant, claim, agreement, or litigation in which the member or the entity the member 
represents has a direct financial interest. 

14. Subcommittees. Subject to the DFO's approval, subcommittees may be formed for the 
purpose of compiling information or conducting research. However, such subcommittees 
must act only under the direction of the DFO and must report their recommendations to the 
full Council for consideration. Subcommittees must not provide advice or work products 
directly to the Agency. Subcommittees will meet as necessary to accomplish their 
assignments, subject to the approval of the DFO and the availability of resources. 

15. Recordkeeping. Detailed records must be kept of each Council, subcommittee, or other 
subgroups. All records must be made available to the public subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552) and must be handled in accordance with General Records 
Schedule 6.2 and other approved Agency records disposition schedules. 
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