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Sheldon Starr is an enrolled member of the Oglala Lakota Nation. He grew
up in the town of Oglala on the Pine Ridge Reservation. As a teenager, he
was obsessed with music, art, cars, and color. A natural progression took
him to Oglala Lakota College where he earned a degree in Graphic Arts in
2020. However, Sheldon does not limit himself to digital art; he continues to
explore and involve himself with all fine art forms.

Sheldon has applied his graphic design ability to garner freelance and
commissioned jobs. He is at his most creative self when painting. He enjoys
combining traditional Lakota geometric designs into an American Pop
Culture theme and he favors the “colorful” period of the 1980s up to 2000.
He finds pastel, neon, and saturated colors very inspiring and strives to
incorporate the brightest and darkest colors throughout the entirety of his
artistic portfolio.

Sheldon has a deep reverence for his traditional culture, particularly Lakota
art and language, and considers his ancestors to be his greatest inspiration.
He describes Lakota Geometric Art as “being burned into my creative eye,
and | am connected to it in a way that words cannot express.” Sheldon’s
artwork conveys his Lakota roots and illustrates that his ancestors were
powerful, that they made history, and they survived. Sheldon’s hope is that
his contemporary artwork, instilled from these Oglala roots, form and
speaks resolutely “we are still here and are a part of modern history.”

Sheldon has exhibited a number of times in western South Dakota art shows
and in the Minneapolis area.

Prices for Sheldon’s artwork can be obtained by contacting the Journey
Museum at (605) 394-6923. Purchases after the closing of the exhibition
can be directed to the artist at sheldonstarr.art@gmail.com.
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