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(Was h in g t o n , D.C., Au g . 18 , 20 26 )  –  Today, Secr et a r y of Agr icu lt u r e  
Br ooke L. Rollin s  an n ou n ced  t h e  U.S. For es t  Ser vice  h as  filed  a  p r op osed  
r u le  t o  r escin d  in  it s  en t ir e t y t h e  n a t ion a l 20 0 1 Road les s  Ar ea  
Con ser va t ion  Ru le , a  on e- s ize- fit s - a ll r es t r ict ion  t h a t  h as  fr u s t r a t ed  
lan d  m an ager s  an d  ser ved  a s  a  ba r r ier  t o  w ild fir e  r isk r edu ct ion  wor k 
acr oss  la r ge swa t h s  of Am er ica ’s  n a t ion a l for es t s . 

“ Ou r  for es t s  can ’t  a ffor d  an ot h er  decade of in act ion . Acr oss  t h e  cou n t r y, 
we’ve wa t ch ed  p r even t ab le  con d it ion s  –  over grown  s t an ds , in sect  
ou t br eaks  an d  d isease  –  t u r n  h ea lt h y lan dscap es  in t o  t in der boxes ,”  
s a id  Agr icu lt u r e  Secr et a r y Br o o k e Ro llin s . “ For  t oo lon g , ou t da t ed  
r es t r ict ion s  h ave kep t  t en s  of m illion s  of for es t ed  acr es  off- lim it s  t o  t h e  
ver y t r ea t m en t s  t h a t  im p r ove for es t  h ea lt h  an d  r edu ce wild fir e  r isk  t o  
ou r  com m u n it ies . Today, we filed  a  p r op osa l t o  r es t or e  au t h or it y t o  loca l 
for es t  m an ager s  wh o kn ow t h e lan d  bes t ,  r em ovin g  t h e  ba r r ier s  t h a t  



h ave kep t  t h em  fr om  doin g  t h e  wor k th e  lan d  dem an ds . It ’s  t im e t o  t u r n  
t h e  p age on  t h e  fa iled  r oad les s  r u le  an d  r e t u r n  ou r  for es t s  t o  h ea lt h  an d  
p r odu ct ivit y.”  

For  25 year s , t h e  20 0 1 Road les s  Ru le  r es t r ict ed  r oad  con s t r u ct ion  an d  
lim it ed  t h e  For es t  Ser vice’s  ab ilit y t o  ca r r y ou t  cr it ica l act ive  
m an agem en t  wor k wit h in  in ven t or ied  r oad les s  a r eas . Today, t h a t  
in clu des  m or e t h an  4 4  m illion  acr es  of t h e  19 3- m illion - acr e  Na t ion a l 
For es t  Sys t em . Th e r escis s ion  is  in t en ded  t o  p r ior it ize  loca l agen cy 
decis ion - m akin g  over  r egu la t or y r u les  t h a t  a r e t h e  sam e acr oss  t h e  
cou n t r y, r ega r d less  of sp ecific lan d  m an agem en t  is su es  an d  n eeds . 

“ Th is  p r op osed  r u le  is  com m on sen se p o licy sou gh t  s in ce t h e  fir s t  Tr u m p  
adm in is t r a t ion . In  t h e  yea r s  s in ce, t h e  n eed  for  it  h a s  on ly becom e m or e 
ap p a r en t ,”  sa id  Dep u t y Secr et a r y St ep h en  A. Vad en . “ It  is  a  cr ed it  t o  
Pr es iden t  Tr u m p  t h a t  we can  begin  to  p u t  in t o  p lace  a  ru le  t h a t  w ill a llow 
u s  t o  p r op er ly m an age ou r  n a t ion a l for es t s , becau se t h e  fir s t  s t ep  t o  
m an agin g  for es t s  is  t o  h ave access  t o  t h em .”  

Th e agen cy will s eek p u blic com m en t  on  t h e  p r op osa l an d  on  a  d r a ft  o f 
t h e  en vir on m en t a l im p act  s t a t em en t  filed  t oday in  t h e  Feder a l Regis t er . 
Th e r escis s ion  r em oves  n a t ion a l des ign a t ion  of r oad less  a r eas  bu t  does  
n o t  m an da t e  t im ber  cu t t in g  or  r oad  con s t r u ct ion . Th e act ion  r em oves  
r egu la t or y bu r den  an d  sen ds  decis ion s  abou t  road les s  a r eas  t o  t h e  loca l 
n a t ion a l for es t  m an ager s . 

“ Act ive  for es t  m an agem en t  is  n o t  an  op t ion . It ’s  es sen t ia l,”  s a id  Fo r es t  
Ser vice  Ch ief To m  Sch u lt z . “ Mor e t h an  4 0 %  of in ven t or ied  r oad les s  
a r eas , p r im ar ily in  t h e  Wes t , h ave h igh  or  ver y h igh  wild fir e  h aza r d  
p o t en t ia l. An d  on ly 5%  of t h ose  a r eas  h ave r eceived  h aza r dou s  fu els  
r edu ct ion  t r ea t m en t s  s in ce 20 14 . At  th e  sam e t im e, m or e t h an  a  qu a r t er  
o f t h ese  lan ds— 11.3 m illion  acr es— are a lr eady n ea r  exis t in g  r oads . 
Act in g  n ow, t h ou gh t fu lly an d  decis ively, is  t h e  bes t  way t o  r es t or e  t h e  



ba lan ce, r edu ce wild fir e  r isk , an d  secu r e  t h e  lon g- t er m  h ea lt h  of ou r  
for es t s  an d  n eigh bor in g  com m u n it ies .”  

“ For  25 year s , t h e  h eavy t h u m b of Wash in gt on  D.C. h as  h in der ed  
Mon t an a ' s  ab ilit y t o  p r op er ly m an age wild fir e  r isk  an d  road  
develop m en t  on  n ea r ly 6 0  p er cen t  o f For es t  Ser vice  lan d  acr oss  t h e  
Tr easu r e  St a t e ,”  Mo n t an a  Go v. Gr eg  Gian fo r t e  s a id . " Today' s  lon g  
over du e decis ion  will em p ower  s t a t es  like  Mon t an a  t o  p u r su e p r op er  
for es t  m an agem en t  on  feder a l lan ds  wit h  loca l com m u n it ies  in  m in d . I' m  
gr a t efu l t o  Pr es iden t  Don a ld  J. Tr u m p  an d  Secr et a r y Rollin s  for  t h eir  
s t r on g  leader sh ip  in  r es t or in g  com m on  sen se t o  act ive  for es t  
m an agem en t .”  

“ Ut ah n s  love ou r  for es t s , an d  lovin g  t h ese  p laces  m ean s  t akin g  ca r e  of 
t h em ,”  Ut a h  Go v. Sp en cer  J. Co x sa id . “ For  25 yea r s , t h e  Road les s  Ru le  
h as  t ied  t h e  h an ds  of loca l lan d  m an ager s  w it h  a  on e- s ize- fit s - a ll 
feder a l p o licy. Rescin d in g  it  r es t or es  t h e  flexib ilit y t o  m ake t h ou gh t fu l 
decis ion s  based  on  t h e  n eeds  of each  for es t  an d  each  com m u n it y. We can  
p r o t ect  t h e  lan dscap es  we t r ea su r e  by act ively m an agin g  t h em  for  t h e  
n ext  gen er a t ion .”  

“ Man agem en t  of ou r  p u blic lan ds  closer  t o  t h e  p eop le  t h a t  act u a lly live , 
wor k, an d  p lay t h er e  h as  been  a  s t eady d r u m bea t  o f m in e du r in g  m y t im e 
a s  Gover n or  of Wyom in g. Pr op er  m an agem en t  in clu des  an  op p or t u n it y 
t o  keep  ou r  for es t s  h ea lt h y an d  les s  p ron e t o  fir e  dan ger s . Wyom in g h as  
dem on s t r a t ed  ou r  com m it m en t  t o  s en s ib le  s t ewar dsh ip ,”  s a id  Wyo m in g  
Go v. M ar k  Go r d o n . “ Th e USDA an d  USFS, u n der  t h e  lead er sh ip  of 
Secr et a r y Rollin s  an d  Ch ief Sch u lt z , a r e  do in g  gr ea t  work r ecogn iz in g  
ou r  effor t s ,  m akin g  t h is  t r u s t  a  r ea lit y by r escin d in g  t h e  20 0 1 Road les s  
Ru le . Th is  s t ep  r eflect s  a  com m it m en t  t o  loca lly- d r iven ,  du r ab le  
p lan n in g  an d  em p ower in g  t h ose wh o kn ow t h ese  lan ds  th e  bes t .”  

Th e p r op osed  r escis s ion  r eflect s  t h e  adm in is t r a t ion ’s  com m it m en t  t o  
r e t u r n  au t h or it y t o  loca l lin e  officer s  an d  en su r e  t h ey h ave t h e  t oo ls  



n eeded  t o  r es t or e  for es t  h ea lt h  an d  p rodu ct ivit y. Th e r escis s ion  a lign s  
wit h  Execu t ive  Or d er  14 19 2, Un lea sh in g Prosperity Through 
Deregula tion , t o  a llevia t e  u n n ecessa r y r egu la t or y bu r den s , Execu t ive  
Or der  14 225, Im m edia te Expa nsion  of Am erica n  Tim ber 
Production , Execu t ive  Or der  14 154 , Un lea sh ing Am erica n  Energy, an d  
Execu t ive  Or der  14 153, Un lea sh ing Ala ska 's Extra ordina ry Resource 
Poten tia l. 

Ret u r n in g  r oad les s - a r ea  decis ion s  t o  for es t - level lan d  m an agem en t  
p lan n in g  p r ovides  flexib ilit y t h e  n a t ion a l r u le  d id  n o t . Fu t u r e  lan d  
m an agem en t  decis ion s  wou ld  be based  on  n a t u r a l r esou rce con d it ion s  
an d  n eeds  an d  in for m ed  by s t a t es , t r ibes , an d  com m u n it ies . Rescin d in g  
t h e  r u le  a llows  fores t  m an ager s  t o  addr es s  wa t er sh ed , econ om ic, an d  
wild fir e- r isk  con d it ion s  wit h in  t h e  s ideboa r ds  of exis t in g  laws , 
r egu la t ion s , an d  policy. Th a t  wou ld  p u t  t h ose  decis ion s  wit h in  t h e  sam e 
p lan n in g  fr am ewor k t h a t  gu ides  in d ividu a l p lan s  t h r ou gh ou t  t h e  
Na t ion a l For es t  Sys t em . 

Mor e t h an  9 5%  of in ven t or ied  r oad les s  a r eas  a r e  in  10  Wes t er n  s t a t es : 
Alaska , Ar izon a , Ca lifor n ia , Mon t an a , Nevada , New Mexico , Or egon , 
Ut ah , Wash in gt on ,  an d  Wyom in g. Th e p r op osed  r u le  does  n o t  ap p ly t o  
n a t ion a l for es t s  in  Color ado  an d  Idah o  becau se t h ose lan ds  a r e  u n der  
s ep a r a t e  s t a t e- sp ecific r oad les s  r egu la t ion s . 

To  com m en t  on  t h e  p r op osed  r u le  an d  d r a ft  en vir on m en t a l im p act  
s t a t em en t , go  t o  Regu la t ion s .gov. Pu blic com m en t s  m u s t  be  r eceived  by 
m idn igh t  on  Sep t . 21. In for m a t ion  will be  ava ilab le  Au g. 19  on  t h e  For es t  
Ser vice  Road les s  Ar eas  webp age. 
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Taken from: https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2026/08/18/usda-acts-
remove-roadless-rule-restrictions-exacerbate-rising-wildfire-risk  
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