WESTERN INTERIOR ALASKA SUBSISTENCE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

TELECONFERENCE: call the toll-free number: 1-833-436-1163, then when prompted enter the

Morris Thompson Center
Fairbanks
October 6-7, 2026
Convening at 9 am daily

Updated as of 9/15/2026

phone conference ID: 846 432 568#

MS TEAMS: CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE MEETING

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Public comments are welcome for each agenda item and for regional
concerns not included on the agenda. The Council appreciates hearing your concerns and
knowledge. The Chair will identify the opportunities to provide public comments. If attending in
person, please fill out a comment form to be recognized by the Council Chair. Time limits may be
set to provide opportunity for all to testify and keep the meeting on schedule. Written comments
may be emailed to subsistence@ios.doi.gov during the meeting dates and will be presented to the
Council at the appropriate opportunity. Public comments received during the Council meeting are
for the Council’s consideration and are not repeated to the Federal Subsistence Board. For more
detailed information on public comments go to: https://www.doi.gov/subsistence/providing-public-

testimony-regional-advisory-councils.

PLEASE NOTE: The agenda is subject to change. Contact staff for the current schedule. Evening

sessions are at the call of the Chair.

AGENDA

* Asterisk identifies action item.

9.

NN RN E

Invocation
Call to Order (Chair)

Roll Call and Establish Quorum (Secretary) .........ccoeeeuievviiencieecieeeeeesieeeree e

Meeting Announcements (Designated Federal Officer)
Welcome and Introductions (Chair)

Review and Adopt Agenda™ (CAAIT)........ccccveveeveeiiiniieieeieeieereeseesee e ese s e

Review and Approve Previous Meeting Minutes™ (Chair)

A, Fall 2025 ININULES «oeeeeeieeeeeeeee ettt e e e e et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseaesaeeeeesseseaennnee
D, WINtEr 2026 MINULES. ....cooiiieieeieieeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeseseeaaeeeeeeessssnssaeeseessessanns

Regional Subsistence Reports
a. Council Member Reports
b. Chair’s Report
Council Member Service Awards

10. Public and Tribal Comment on Non-Agenda Items (available each morning)


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZjQ1NjFhNGUtMDM5MC00NGFkLWE1NDUtNWQ1NjQ1NjZjYzc4%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252203abfb8e-8b08-490c-9a5f-3fd93a7dbc5f%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cnissa_pilcher%40ios.doi.gov%7C85b25fc343bb4054415508dedc490934%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C639190403412542969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4zkqyUJC6g56ahlF0KfAmtUHTAPt4ucFfm7B5cEGe4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:subsistence@fwsios.doi.gov
https://www.doi.gov/subsistence/providing-public-testimony-regional-advisory-councils
https://www.doi.gov/subsistence/providing-public-testimony-regional-advisory-councils

11. Action Items and Fisheries Reports (Chair)
a. Developing recommendations on Fisheries Proposals and Closure Reviews * (OSM
Fisheries/Anthropology)

Regional Proposals and Closure Reviews

1. FCR27-01: Kanuti River Salmon Closure ReEVIEW .......c...eevvviviiiviiiiiiieiieiiiens 31
ii. FCR27-02: Bonanza Creek Salmon Closure REVIEW ......cccvvvveeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeen. 49
ili. FCR27-03: Jim River Salmon Closure REVIEW .......coooveiveeevveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen. 67

b. 2027 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program
i. Program background and draft Priority Information Needs (PIN) ................ Tab 1
ii. Public comment on research gaps and information needs
iii. Council discussion and PIN adoption*
c. Council Chairs Workshop on Salmon Crisis
1. Summary and NEXt StEPS......ccviervieriierieeriierieeieeieesreesieesseeseessressseasaeessensaens Tab 2
d. Fisheries Reports (Time limit of 15 minutes unless approved in advance)
i.  Yukon River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
ii. Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
iii. Bristol Bay-Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Group
iv. Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association
v. USFWS Yukon River Salmon Management
vi. Partners for Fisheries Monitoring Program

e. Alaska Board of Fisheries Agenda Change Requests™...........ccoccevevevvinceeceeniveninenen. Tab 3
f.  Annual Report
i. Federal Subsistence Board Work Session Report Out (Coordinator) ........... Tab 4

e Overarching Topics from All Councils
e Joint Council Letter re: FRMP and WRMP Funding Request*
e Draft Board Communications Policy Feedback

ii. Federal Subsistence Board FY2025 Annual Report Replies — summary

(COOFAINALOT) ..ottt ettt et e e e avae s beeenes 27
iii. Identify Issues for FY2026 Annual Report to the Federal Subsistence Board*
(OSM LeAACFSIID).......coccveeieeiiesieeieeieeiie et et esttesttessaessesssesseeseesseesseesseessnenns 41

g. Special Actions
i. Pending Special Actions*
1. WSA26-01: Reduce the caribou harvest limit in Units 22, 23, and 26A SW
to 4 caribou per year, only one of which may be a cow for the 2026/27
TEEUIATOTY VAT ..eeiuiiieiiiieeiieecieeeite et e etee e te e et e e eebeeebeeebaeeesaeesseeesaseans 97
ii. Special Action Summaries
1. WSA26-02/03: Closes federal public lands in Unit 22 and a part of Unit
26A to caribou hunting by non-federally qualified users for the 2026-2028
TEGUIALOTY CYCIE...eitiitiiiiie e 97



2. WSA26-04: requests to open a winter moose season within the Gates of
the Arctic National Park (GAAR) in Unit 24A from Dec. 15—Apr. 15 with
a harvest limit of one antlered bull with at least a one-inch antler for the

2026-2028 1egulatory CYCLe ....cccviieiiieciie et 169
h. Future Meeting Dates*
i. Confirm winter 2027 meeting date and location.............ccceevevvercerrcrencreeniennnen. 171
ii. Confirm fall 2027 meeting date and 1ocation ............cccceevveereeeieecieecieereeieenne 173
iii. For Reference: Alaska Board of Fisheries and Alaska Board of Game
2026-2027 SCREAUIES.......ueereiiriieiieiieieeree ettt e saeeereeeeesseestaesraeseneans 175

12. Reports (Time limit of 15 minutes unless approved in advance)
a. Tribal Governments
b. Native Organizations
i.  Tanana Chiefs Conference Tribal Resource Stewardship Program Update
c. Alaska Department of Fish and Game
d. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
i.  Northern Interior Refuge Complex Update

ii.  Togiak National Wildlife Refuge Update.........c...ccevvevveriencienciieieeieenen. Tab 5
e. National Park Service
1. Gates of the Arctic National Park and PreServe ........ooeveeveveeeveeeeeeeeeeeeane Tab 6

e Subsistence Resource Commission and Park and Preserve Update
e Subsistence Resource Commission Sheep Hunting Plan
Recommendation
f.  Bureau of Land Management
i. ~ BLM Central Yukon Field Office Fall Update............cccecoververvrrcrrrrrnrennnenn 177
g. Office of Subsistence Management
i.  OSM general update (OSM)
ii.  Federal Subsistence Board 2026 Regulatory Meeting Results...................... 169
iii.  Federal Subsistence Board 2026 Work Session Results..........c.ccccceeceeiennene 181
14. Other Business (Chair)
a. 805(c) Report — summary (Council Coordinator)
b. Update on deferred WP26-01 (OSM Wildlife Staff)
c. Correspondence update (Council Coordinator)
1. Correspondence POLICY .......cccoeciiiiiiiiiiiieii ettt 191
ii.  Final; Council Correspondence to FWS regarding transporter permits ........ 193
iii.  Final; Council Correspondence to DOI regarding additional comments
to the Secretarial Review of the Federal Subsistence Management

PrOGIAIM c...oiiiiieceece ettt et et e e s e e traenaneas 197
iv.  Final; Council Correspondence to Alaska Wildlife Troopers regarding
ChECK SEALIONS. ....eetieiieiiitiee ettt 199
1. Response; Alaska Wildlife Troopers response to Council Correspondence
................................................................................................................. 203

15. Closing Comments



16. Adjourn (Chair)

TELECONFERENCE: call the toll-free number: 1-833-436-1163, then when prompted enter the
phone conference ID: 846 432 568#

MS TEAMS: CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE MEETING

Reasonable Accommodations
The Federal Subsistence Board is committed to providing access to this meeting for all
participants. Please direct all requests for sign language interpreting services, closed captioning,
or other accommodation needs to Nissa Pilcher, 907-891-9054, nissa_pilcher@;ios.doi.dog, or
800-877-8339 (TTY), by close of business on September 24, 2026.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZjQ1NjFhNGUtMDM5MC00NGFkLWE1NDUtNWQ1NjQ1NjZjYzc4%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252203abfb8e-8b08-490c-9a5f-3fd93a7dbc5f%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cnissa_pilcher%40ios.doi.gov%7C85b25fc343bb4054415508dedc490934%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C639190403412542969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4zkqyUJC6g56ahlF0KfAmtUHTAPt4ucFfm7B5cEGe4%3D&reserved=0

