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Project Background

PAIRS 
WITH

PAIRS 
WITH

Kuskokwim Management Area 
Postseason Salmon Harvest 

Survey Project

Funder: OSM

Background: Conducted since 
1960; ADF&G/ONC 20+ years

Purpose: To estimate subsistence 
salmon harvest in Kuskokwim River 
drainage communities 

Data Use: Used in run 
reconstruction for the Kuskokwim 
River 

Photo: Tim Bembenic, ADF&G
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Project Status

PAIRS 
WITH

PAIRS 
WITH

KMA Postseason Salmon 
Harvest Survey Project – 

Current Status

Funding Status: 
Not currently funded. No surveys 
conducted in 2026

Internal Meeting:
Meeting held between Subsistence 
and DCF staff discussing reduced 
sampling effort

Future Funding:
Currently open to alternative funding 
and partnerships 

Photo: Tim Bembenic, ADF&G
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KMA Overview
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Methods
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Sampling

2025 Sampling: 

In-Person: 
24 communities, 1,363 surveys 
complete including Bethel, Lime 
Village* 

Phone Follow-Up: 
8 communities, 17 surveys 

Bethel: 
Simple random sample of 25% of 
households achieved, 508 surveys 
complete with ONC

Photo: Isabelle Tiller ADF&G
*Note: Lime Village provided a community total harvest 
to researchers in-person in 2025
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Draft Results: KMA Salmon Harvests 2025
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Comparison with 2024: All Species

2024 Salmon Harvest Totals 2025 Salmon Harvest Totals*

• Bethel Total:
       42,047 salmon (+/- 7,898)

• Lower River Total: 
       109,416 salmon (+/- 9,096)

• Middle River Total: 
       7,942 salmon (+/- 1,037)

• Upper River Total: 
       2,956 salmon (+/- 866)

• South Kuskokwim Bay Total:
       10,847 salmon (+/- 1,374)

• Kuskokwim River Total: 
       120,314 salmon (+/- 9,188)

• Kuskokwim Management Area Total: 
       131,160 salmon (+/- 9,286) 

• Bethel Total:
       79,992 salmon (+/- 4,295)

• Lower River Total: 
       150,237 salmon (+/- 5,129)

• Middle River Total: 
       9,006 salmon (+/- 909)

• Upper River Total: 
       6,234 salmon (+/- 1,991)

• South Kuskokwim Bay Total:
       11,330 salmon (+/- 1,085)

• Kuskokwim River Total: 
       165,478 salmon (+/- 5,543)

• Kuskokwim Management Area Total: 
       176,808 salmon (+/- 5,636) 

*All 2025 data is preliminary and subject to change
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Comparison with 2024: Chinook Salmon

2024 Chinook Salmon Harvest 
Totals

2025 Chinook Salmon Harvest 
Totals*

• Bethel Total:
       10,403 salmon (+/- 2,139)

• Lower River Total: 
       29,068 salmon (+/- 2,676)

• Middle River Total: 
       2,892 salmon (+/- 482)

• Upper River Total: 
       733 salmon (+/- 182)

• South Kuskokwim Bay Total:
       3,230 salmon (+/- 600)

• Kuskokwim River Total: 
       32,693 salmon (+/- 2,721)

• Kuskokwim Management Area Total: 
       35,923 salmon (+/- 2,784) 

• Bethel Total:
       26,281 salmon (+/- 1,681)

• Lower River Total: 
       41,787 salmon (+/- 1,960)

• Middle River Total: 
       3,106 salmon (+/- 340)

• Upper River Total: 
       663 salmon (+/-109)

• South Kuskokwim Bay Total:
       3,183 salmon (+/- 326)

• Kuskokwim River Total: 
       45,557 salmon (+/- 1,990)

• Kuskokwim Management Area Total: 
       48,740 salmon (+/-2,014) 

*All 2025 data is preliminary and subject to change
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Yukon Comprehensive Harvest Surveys

Funder: Pacific Salmon Treaty 
Implementation Fund, NOAA 2020 & 
2021 Chum Salmon Disaster Fund
Purpose: 
• Fill Data Gaps
• Update harvest data
Work to date:
• 2022: Hooper Bay, Chevak (Published)
• 2023: Huslia and Koyukuk (Published)
• 2024: Alakanuk and Kotlik (Published)
• 2025: Ruby and Holy Cross (Expected 

Publication: November 2026)
• 2026: Nunam Iqua and Rampart 

(Upcoming)



ADF&G Division of Subsistence

Life Histories of Salmon in the Yukon Area Coastal District

Funder: Alaska Sustainable Salmon Fund
Purpose: 
• Document Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

held by Scammon Bay and Chevak residents 
concerning 1) life histories of salmon in the 
Kun and Kashunuk rivers and 2) historical and 
contemporary uses of these river systems for 
subsistence fishing.

• Document subsistence fishing and harvest 
locations

• Describe salmon presence, life history 
patterns, and stock-of-origin information for 
salmon and other fish species in the Kun and 
Kashunuk rivers.

Work to date:
• December 2025: Funded
• July – September 2026: Start up and fieldwork 

planning 
Upcoming:
• October – November 2026: Community 

outreach and Ethnographic and household 
survey fieldwork
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Investigating Ceremonial Harvest of Game Populations in Alaska

Funder: Pittman-Roberson Funds
Purpose: 
• Compile existing ceremonial harvest data
• Document regional ceremonial practices
• Design and implement a robust outreach 

program
Work to date:
• June 2024 – February 2025: Interviewed 

DWC Area Biologists 
• March 2025: Kaltag Stickdance 
Upcoming:
• Compile and analyze existing harvest 

data 
• Participate and attend additional potlatch 

ceremonies throughout the State
Lower Kalskag



Questions
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CONTACT

Tim Bembenic 
ADF&G Subsistence Resource Specialist

907-799-4891
tim.bembenic@alaska.gov

Brooke Fisher 
ADF&G Subsistence Resource Specialist

907-328-9812
brooke.fisher@alaska.gov
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