© 00 N o o M~ w DN Bk

[
o

11
12

13
14

15

16
17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

In Re the Matter of:

THE FEDERAL | NDI AN BOARDI NG
SCHOOL | NI Tl ATI VE:

THE ROAD TO HEALI NG GATHERI NG

N N N N N N N

CERTIFIED
TRANSCRIPT

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
(Publ i c Conment)

Laveen Vil l age, Arizona
Fri day, January 20, 2023
10: 29 a. m

MEL| SSA GONSALVES, RMR, CRR
Certified Reporter
Certificate Nunmber 50070

BEFORE THE U. S. DEPARTMENT COF THE | NTERI OR

All‘ﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions
REPORTING SOLUTIONS WWW.A||Rep0rtingSO|Uti0nS.C0m

(602) 230-8448
20238779



© 00 N o g B~ W N PP

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023

Page 2

DI GNATARI ES AND REPRESENTATI VES PRESENT:

Debra Haal and, Secretary of the Interior

January Contreras, Assistant Secretary,
Department of Health and Human Servi ces

Kati e Hobbs, Governor, State of Arizona
St ephen Roe Lewis, Governor, Gla River

Moni ca Antone, Lt. Governor, Gla R ver

Bryan Newl and, Assistant Secretary, Indian Affairs

Jack Ganzel, Senate Commttee of Indian Affairs

Rosel yn Tso, Director, Indian Health Service

Tony Dearnman, Director, Bureau of Indian Education

Ruben Gallego, U S. Representative (D-AZ, 3rd District)
Carl os Ranbs, for Kyrsten Sinema, Senator, (I|ndependent)

Daron Carreiro, Wite House Representative

I ndi an Communi ty

I ndi an Conmmuni ty

All‘ﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions
REPORTING SOLUTIONS WWW.A||Rep0rtingSO|Uti0nS.C0m

(602) 230-8448
20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 3

Laveen Village, Arizona;

Friday, January 20, 2023; 10:29 a.m

* * *x k% *

PROCEEDI NGS
(The colors were presented.)
(A blessing was offered in native |anguage.)
GOVERNOR LEW S:  |' m Governor Stephen Lew s of

the Gla River Community.

On behal f of nyself, Lt. Governor Mbnica
Antone, our community, and the entire Gla R ver Indian
Community, | would like to welcone you to the Community
today for the Departnent of the Interior's Boarding School
Initiative: The Road to Healing Gathering.

Now, today's gathering is a solem one
because we will be focusing on a very shaneful history, a
period of federal Indian policy, the boarding school era.

Many of our children were forcibly renoved
fromour tribal comunities, fromour famlies, for one
si ngul ar purpose: to transformour children by taking
their culture, their language, their hair, their comunity
and their sense of belonging. Tens of thousands of native
children were renoved to federal boarding schools. Those
children were forever -- forever -- changed by their

experiences, and many of those who were fortunate enough
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to make it home still bear the scars of that period.
Those children were our great-grandparents, our
grandparents, our parents, and our Elders here today.

For many who were forcibly renmoved, the
trauma they experienced remains a daily part of their
life, trauma that has remained buried too | ong, because
many coul d not speak of that tine.

But today, we will speak of it. Each of you
here today are survivors, famlies of survivors. And
advocates are here to share your story, to listen, to show
support because we don't need to be silent anynore. And
t hrough our collective voices, we wll raise awareness,
and we wi |l nmake change. And we nust -- we nust -- speak
of it, because we have to continue to do everything,
everything we can, to heal prior generations and to
protect our children and our comrunities from ongoing
policies that even today threaten our beautiful, precious,
native children, like efforts to overturn the Indian Child
Wel fare Act by those that are still trying to renmove our
children fromour famlies and fromour triba
communi ti es.

|'mso proud to see this convening take
place in our beautiful Gla Crossing Community School

As you can see, it visibly denonstrates the

di stance we have come since the era of forced boarding
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school s.

As you arrived here today at our beautiful
school, and as you |l ook around this gym you can't help
but notice the Community's culture is everywhere. It's on
the walls and in the walls thensel ves and appears
t hroughout our curriculum This is a school built by the
Community specifically for our students, but it is a
Bureau of Indian Education school built in partnership
with the Departnent of the Interior: a nodern,
state-of-the-art, federal Indian school.

This school is a far cry froma boarding
school. It's a school where our children feel safe. They
feel protected and enbraced, not only by our Comunity but
by our sacred Estrella Muntains. This is the federal
school of today. This is the relationship between tribes
and the Departnent of Interior today, working with a
sovereign tribal nation, the Gla Indian River Comunity.

And that brings me to how we cane to be here
today, all of us. This gathering is made possible for one
reason, and one reason only: The Secretary of the
Interior, Deb Haal and, our Secretary, prioritized shining
alight onthis failed federal policy, instead of burying
it, burying this painful period and the residual effects
as history.

This is what it nmeans to have a native
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Secretary of the Interior. This is what it neans to have
the first native to ever serve in a presidential cabinet,
who can meke federal policy froma place of experience, a
place of insight, and with a heart for the people.

Secretary Haal and knows that through
sharing, by supporting each other, by acknow edging this
part of our past and present, that the healing can begin.
And by creating a path for those who didn't come hone to
finally find their way home, healing can begin as well.

Before |I turn the programover to Secretary
Haal and for the day, | want to acknow edge our new
Governor, Katie Hobbs.

( Appl ause. )

GOVERNOR LEWS: A friend of the Comunity
al so, Congressman Gl | ego.

And al so Daron Carreiro representing the
Wi te House, M. Carlos Ranpbs representing Senator Kyrsten
Sinemn, Jack Ganzel fromthe Conmttee on Indian Affairs,
Juan Canojos, who is part of the Wite House as well --
oh, excuse ne -- from Mayor Kit Gallegos' office.

And the Community, all of us here, we
appreciate you, truly. W appreciate you, truly. W
appreciate you taking the tine to |earn about this part of
our history, to lend support and to work in true

partnership with us to strengthen tribal sovereignty and
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our self-determnation.

Now, it's ny honor to welcome and introduce,
our Secretary, Deb Haal and, Secretary of Interior.

( Appl ause.)

SECRETARY HAALAND: Good norning, everyone.

Thank you so nuch for being here.

And, again, thank you so much, ny dear
friend and fornmer colleague, Ruben Gallego. So happy to
see you.

And CGovernor Hobbs, thank you. | think
you're the first governor to attend one of our hearings,
SO we appreciate your dedication.

( Appl ause. )

SECRETARY HAALAND: G eetings and good norni ng,
everyone.

Thank you for that beautiful blessing.

And t hank you, Governor, for your w se
wor ds.

It's such an honor to be here, to join you
all on the ancestral homel ands of the O odham and Pii paash
people. And thank you to the Gla Indian River Comunity
for graciously hosting us today.

And | snell something in the air, this
really delicious food cooking, so | hope that will help us

focus on this until |unch.

A]]ﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448
REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 8

| will speak briefly, because |I'mhere to
listen to you. You're not here to listento ne. |'mhere
to listen to you. Your voices are inportant to ne. And |
t hank you for your wllingness to speak through the pain
and share your stories wth us.

Federal |ndian boarding school policies
touched every single indigenous person | know. Some are
survivors, some are descendants, but we all carry the
trauma in our hearts.

| visited Phoenix Indian School yesterday.
Those wal l's, they also have stories; right? The wonen who
gave us the tour, they tal ked about their tine there.

It's deeply ingrained in so many of us: the trauma that
t he Governor spoke of, the policies in these places that
were inflicted on so many people.

My ancestors and many of yours endured the
horrors of the Indian Boarding School assimlation
policies carried out by the sanme departnent that | now
lead. This is the first tine in history that a United
States cabinet secretary comes to the table with a shared
trauma. That is not lost on me. And I'mdetermned to
use ny position for the good of our people.

| launched the Federal |ndian Boarding
School Initiative in 2021 to undertake a conprehensive

effort to recognize the | egacy of boarding school policies
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with the goal of addressing their intergenerational acts
and to shed light on the trauna of the past. To do that,
we need to tell our stories. Today is part of that

j our ney.

Through The Road to Healing, our goal is to
create opportunities for people to share their stories,
but also to help connect comunities with trauma and form
support and to facilitate the collection of a permanent
oral history.

Phoeni x is our fourth stop on The Road to
Heal i ng, which is a year-long tour across the country to
provi de indi genous survivors of the Federal Indian
Boardi ng School system and their descendants an
opportunity to nmake known their experiences.

| want you all to know that I'mhere with
you on this journey. | wll listen. | wll grieve with
you. | wll weep alongside you. And | will feel the pain
that you feel

As we nourn what we have |ost, please know
that we still have so much to gain, and this school right
here is an exanple of that. The healing that can hel p our
comunities will not be done overnight, but | know that it
can be done.

This is one step among nany that we will

take to strengthen and rebuild bonds within native
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communi ties that the Federal Indian Boarding School policy
set out to break. Those steps have the potential to alter
t he course of our future.

|'mgrateful to each of you for stepping
forward to share your stories. | knowit's not easy.

Now, |'mvery honored to turn the floor over
to ny dear colleague and friend, Assistant Secretary
New and. And | just want you all to know that he has a
tremendous team and the people on his team who worked
very hard to get out the first boarding school report,
they, too, are descendants of Indian boarding schools, and
it was difficult for themto do that work. And | just
want you all to know that it comes fromall of our hearts,
and I'mso proud to serve alongside Assistant Secretary
Newl and and his team

So over to you.

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: Thank you, Madam

Secretary.

(Comments in native |anguage.)

My name is Bryan Newand. | am Qibwe
Ni shnaabe fromthe Bay MIIs Indian Comunity.

| have the honor and privilege of serving
under Secretary Haal and' s | eadership as the Assistant
Secretary for Indian affairs.

And I"'mreally grateful to be with everybody
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here this norning here at the Gla River Indian Comunity
in this beautiful setting.

| think this is the first one where we've
had sunlight or sunshine blessing us during this Road to
Heal i ng, which we know is inmportant. It brings that
heal i ng power of the sun into this conversation.

The Secretary nentioned that she and | have
both had the opportunity to visit the Phoenix Indian
School recently. | was here | ast week with nembers of our
teamtouring the school and | earning about it's
century-long history as part of the Federal Indian
Boardi ng School system where thousands of kids were taken
away fromtheir famlies and sent there, often to do hard
physical |abor that had little educational value, and as
part of the larger |egacy of the federal government's and
the Department of the Interior's operation and funding of
t hese boarding school s.

As of now, the Departnent of the Interior
has determ ned that 47 of the federal government's Indian
Boardi ng Schools were | ocated here in Arizona. And that
i ncludes the Pima Boarding School, which is just over the
way.

And as we keep continuing our work with this
Federal |ndian Boarding School Initiative and our

I nvestigation and | earning about your experiences at
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specific schools, we know that our federal records and
documents can only tell us so nuch of the story, and that
your words and your experiences are crucial to telling the
whol e story, not just to us in the federal government, but
to the Arerican people. And so we want to make sure that
In addition to doing that investigative work, that we're
painting that full picture.

We're going to continue our investigation,
and our next steps include identifying marked and unmarked
burial sites and determ ning how much noney and how nuch
I nvestnent the federal government nade in operating the
systemfor a century and a half.

We al so want to encourage you to raise other
consi derations that you think we should include in our
I nvestigation as we nove forward.

| want to acknow edge, again, a nunber of
fol ks who are here in the roomon behalf of the federal
government, as well as the state.

First, | want to acknow edge IHS, |ndian
Heal th Service Director Roselyn Tso, and the I HS team
whi ch has been with us the entire way, helping to make
sure that we're providing that nental health support to
peopl e as we have these conversati ons.

| also want to acknow edge ny friend,

Assi stant Secretary January Contreras, fromthe Departnent
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of Health and Human Services, who has been a great partner
on this initiative, and also in the admnistration's work
to protect and defend the Indian Child Wlfare Act.

We have Tony Dearman, who is the Director of
the Bureau of Indian Education. As you heard the Governor
reference, the Bureau of Indian Education is different now
than it used to be in the way we operate these school s,
and Tony and his team at the BI A have been great partners
in this work.

O course, | want to make sure | also
acknow edge ny friend, Governor Lewis, and the Gla River
| ndi an Community for hosting this conversation. W know a
| ot of logistics and effort goes into these events.

And while she's been acknow edged several
times already, | want to give ny own shout out to Governor
Hobbs for being here. W all know in Indian Country about
the tough relationship in the past between the United
States and Indian Country, but we al so know that the
rel ationship between state governments and tribes can be
challenging. And I think it speaks volumes that Governor
Hobbs has taken time to join us today to listen. And so |
want to thank you, Governor, for being here.

And also I want to acknow edge Congressman
Gal l ego for being here as well. Again, the trust and

responsibility is shared by the entire United States
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federal government, all three branches. So it's inportant
to have you here, Congressman, and | want to thank you for
bei ng here.

| want to thank all of you tribal |eaders
and the survivors and those of you who are here to speak
on behal f of your ancestors and your relatives for com ng
here today.

Now, just a few housekeeping notes before we
set our mcs down and open our ears.

First, |I know people are very eager to take
photos and selfies with Secretary Haal and. W're going to
do a photo line, so we ask that you not rush up here as we
break and get photos. W'Il nmake space to do that, so
just respectfully asking that.

Also, | want to nmake sure that we're being
clear that these events are intended for boarding school
survivors and their famlies. | know we've got tribal
government representatives and academ c researchers and
ot hers who have thoughts and perspectives on the Federal
| ndi an Boardi ng School system and we certainly wel cone
you sharing those with us. But we ask that you | eave
today for the boarding school survivors and their
famlies. You can enail us statenents that we wll
include in our work in this initiative. W've got an

emai | address on the sheet that | think many of you have
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that was passed out here today.

To nake a comment today, we have sone mc
runners here. Can you raise your hands? And so |'ve got
pretty good eyesight, but this is a big roomgoing all the
way in the back, so I'mgoing to rely on the mc runners
to help us identify speakers.

When you do get the opportunity to speak, we
ask that you state your name, your tribal affiliation, and
the name or the names of the boarding schools that you
wi sh to speak about because this conversation is also
i nform ng our work and our investigation.

Also, | want to note that because part of
this work involves sharing this history with the Arerican
peopl e, we've invited nenbers of the press who have very
Important role to play and inportant jobs in our
constitutional denocracy to join us for the first hour of
the event. But | know many people are unconfortable
sharing your stories on the news and in the nedia, so what
we Wil dois after our first hour, we'll take a break.
Menbers will go off the record with the press, and they
w || be asked to | eave, and then we'll continue the
sessi on.

We will have a court reporter taking the
transcript of the entire session today. Again, that helps

with our investigation, and at sone point in the future,
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soneone may request that information and there are federal
laws that apply to that, so please note that information
may be made available in the future to the public.

Qur plan is to stay with you well into the
afternoon. Secretary Haaland and | are people too. These
are very difficult conversations. W're here to listen
and to share the burden with you. And we're going to stay
as long as we can to hear fromas many people as we can.

We want to make sure that you know that we
do have trauma-informed mental health care support
avail abl e here. W've got attendants. Can you please
rai se your hand? Here we are over here near the door. So
if this is triggering or becomes too nuch, we wel cone you
to talk with our licensed therapists and counsel ors who
are here. We're going to work also to make sure we're
providing followup care fromthat.

These are hard conversations, and we know
that by us comng here that we're resurfacing a | ot of
pain in your communities and your famlies, and we really
want all of us here to take care of ourselves. W want
you to take care of yourself. Please feel free to step
out at any point if you need it; get sone water.

And t hose of you who are comng today to
speak, | just want to express ny gratitude to you, not

only on behal f of the federal governnment, but personally
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as a descendent from great-grandparents and ot hers who
were forced into these boarding schools. There's not an
| ndi an person in this country whose [ife hasn't been
shaped sonehow by these boarding schools. And so you
comng here to share your story today is nmeaningful for me
and for us and our teamas the Secretary noted on a
personal basis as well, so thank you.

So we're here today to listen, to support.
You' ve heard enough fromne, and enough housekeepi ng, so
what we're going to do is open the floor up, ask that when
you speak -- we don't have a time limt, but please be
m ndful that we've got a lot of fol ks who want to speak
today. We'll give you the time you need to share your
story. At some point | may interject. W welcone you
here to share your story, and we'll now turn it over to
you.

W' ve got someone right there.

MS. CHERRY: (Good norning.

My nane is Nora Cherry. |'mhere to speak
on behal f of ny nother, Ena Dodd, who attended the Phoeni x
| ndi an Boardi ng School from 1930 to 1935.

| was fortunate enough to get her school
records as far as | could. She also attended the Shernan
| ndi an School in Southern California.

W' re Luisefio, San Luis Rey Band M ssion
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| ndi ans, but many of them were shipped -- sent from
Sherman, from Southern California, to here in Phoeni x.

She told me many stories, which I won't go
into today, but -- and | -- | see that park and that
ground as sacred ground. | returnto it on a regular
basi s because she was one of the ones who survived and
made a successful life as an educator, was nentored by a
famly, which is also, | think, part of the investigation
Is that outing program She was fortunate to be outed to
a professor's famly, and they tutored her. She was able
to go to Tenpe Teacher's Coll ege, which is now ASU

But ny concern for today is really as an
adult going back over -- wondering why ny famly is so
disjointed and so weird. W just didn't have the
relationships that | sawin other famlies, you know, why
we're so spread out and so di sconnect ed.

And through nmy research, it's really cone
down to that separation as a child, of famlies just being
torn apart and not learning fromtheir Elders, fromtheir
mat ernal side about how to parent. M nale relatives,
about how to be the man in a household. The al coholism
the drug abuse that perneated so many of ny relatives.

And | see it, you know, in my own parenting,
whi ch, you know, | see in ny daughter how things that |

didn't do, that ny nother didn't know to do because she
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never had a nother. |t was the boarding school. She was
there fromage 12. And at Shernman, she was there probably
fromage 7 or 8.

Soit's really, really inmpressed upon ne and
many of ny native colleagues how, again, to this day, our
| ives have been just continually affected.

And then the last thing I would Iike to take
note of is, 1'd like to know where the cenetery was at the
Phoeni x Boardi ng School. As one of the largest native
schools in the country, there had to be a cenetery, and
that's a huge concern to me is what happened to all of
those children that didn't go hone, that were never heard
from agai n.

And then also in nmy research | ooking for her
records, | have | ooked upon | edger after |edger after
| edger of nanes of children and their ages and their
tribes. It's just heartbreaki ng when you see the
t housands of nanes that, you know, until now have been
forgotten.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M. IGNACIO. I'mreally nervous. | didn't think
| was going to be.

Madam Secretary and Assi stant New and:

(Comments in native | anguage.)
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So real quick, that was a | oose introduction
of my immediate famly, the lands nmy famly cones from

They call me April Ignacio, and | am
providing testinmony on behalf of nmy famly. | ama
citizen of the Tohono O odham nation, and ny famly in
particular has five generations of boarding school
attendees and survivors. Thank you for providing this
opportunity to go on record. As we all know, not everyone
has the sane experiences.

My fam |y begins in Cedagi Weia and Mansk.
These two villages are in present-day Mexico. And as we
know, this is all O odhamJewed. But in order for you to
understand how nmy fam |y has been inpacted by the boarding
school systemhere in the United States, we have to go
back to those villages where, as it was told, Nw'kol,
whi ch is understand in English as ny naternal
great - grandf at her, was orphaned at a young age and was
rai sed as a ranch hand in the village of Mnsk.

These famly origin stories, that we have
been told over generations, talk about the [ate 1800s the
United States "boots" would cone in wagons as far south as
Mamsk and round up O odhamchildren. N W'kol was sent to
Carlisle Boarding School and his name was changed to José
| gnaci o.

There are debates in our own famly on how
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he made it back to Mansk, but what we do know is he would
wite letters. He would wite letters to the man he
worked for, and that rancher would take those letters to
the village of Cedagi Weia to a young woman who coul d
read and wite in English

Wen he finally returned to stay, he
travel ed to Cedagi Waheia, and net the young wonman he
corresponded with during his tine at Carlisle, and as they
say, they fell in love, got married and had many children.

Qur famly is hazy about the dates, but we
think it was around the 1920s when José and Pl acita agreed
that things were changing around them and they wanted
their children to have some opportunities. So they agreed
t hat having a western educati on woul d be benefi ci al
because the m'mlgans (Amrericans) were not going to stop
comng. So they mgrated to the village of Konkcud
"e-wa' sodi sk, which name was changed to Sells after the
Bl A set up their agency. |It's a famliar story for nost
m grants who want to ensure their children have a better
or brighter future. But when they arrived and settled in
Sells, they learned that the agency school was set up for
white children of the BI A agency and |ndian Health
enpl oyees, so their only option was to send their children
away.

Al though | understand that this tour is
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specific to the federal boarding school system | think it
Is inportant to state that the federal government was
fundi ng m ssion churches and giving Christian religious
groups jurisdiction over tribes in the late 1800s to the
1960s. So this part of our famly story is about José and
Placita's children who were sent to Tucson Indian School,
which is known to us as Escuel a.

N-hu' ul (ny grandnother) Susie |gnacio Enos,
and si:s (Elizabeth Ignacio Antone), which translates to
ny grandnot her's younger sister -- which for the purpose
of this testinmony, | will refer to her as "younger
grandnot her" -- they processed the trauma of Escuela very
differently. The abuse they suffered during their time at
Escuel a continues to inpact our famlia in ways |I'mstill
peel i ng back and processing.

When ny younger grandnother's dementia began
to worsen, she told the sane stories. One of those
stories that | can recite was about how they split her

tongue for speaking O odham You see, Escuel a housed

Aki mel and Tohono children. They were sent to Escuel a,

and for sonme of them it was the first tine away from

their famlies. The |oneliness was sometinmes

overwhel mng, and ny younger grandma was a good

storyteller. She was funny. She was beautiful, and she

i ked to nake people laugh. In fact, | can still see her
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smle when | close ny eyes.

So as she told it, she was caught speaking
O odham and trying to confort these children, trying to
make them | augh so they could forget about being sad. The
m ssionaries heard her and took out clothes pins to teach
her a lesson. And these are not the clothes pins that you
are famliar with today that have the clasp. These are
the ones that were split. She talked about how that made
everything worse, and she sat in the desk for hours with
bl ood and sone saliva overflow ng across her hands and her
dress. The trauma of that experience for ny younger
grandnot her ended with not wanting those sane experiences
for her own children. In turn, ny aunts and ny uncles do
not speak O odham And nmaybe those stories that she
retold were her consciousness of guilt, or naybe it was
the painful menory of Escuela. N-Hu' ul Susie Ignacio
Enos, ny grandnother, also attended Escuel a, but processed
abuse differently and becanme one of the first |anguage
linguists for our tribe under Dean and Lucille Saxton. So
two sisters who both attended the sanme boardi ng school
during the same tinme processed and dealt with the traum
of not being allowed to speak the | anguage in two
conpl etely different ways.

When ny nother was alive, she would talk

about understanding the concept of being poor at a young
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age. She was sent to Southwest Indian School, which is in
Peoria, north Phoenix, here in Arizona. She tal ked about
being forced to babysit the mssionary's children, and
sonetimes they would pay her.

Her little sister, Marilyn, my aunt, who is
here in the audience with nme, was a really good
seanstress, and ny nomwoul d al ways brag on her little
sister. Mrilyn was one of the first O odham
fashionistas. M nomonce recalled, before they |earned
how to make their own clothes, that she saw her little
sister in the nmess hall, and her feet were sticking out of
her shoes.

My nom had been saving noney to buy herself
some new saddl e shoes. (This was back in the '50s.) M
aunt Marilyn was around 7 or 8, but the guilt for nmy nom
was overwhel m ng, so she asked one of the missionaries to
buy her sister shoes. Wwen ny nomdied, she had over 50
pairs of shoes. I'mstill trying to understand that
trauma.

In ny own experience attending Santa Fe
| ndi an School and being kicked out for being naughty, |
didn't have those trauma-induced experiences. | was
treated well. | learned howto clean |ike a professiona
and take care of nyself. They had a great arts program

which | still kick nyself for not taking part in that.
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My ol dest son Mcah is a junior and attends
Shernman I ndian Hi gh School in Riverside, California. He
| oves it there. But when | go there, it makes me sad.
The canpus is old. It's outdated, and the grounds are
never mai ntai ned.

This is ny testinony.

Thank you again for providing this
opportunity.

Qur experience with the boarding school
systemis unique, and oftentines as |Indians, we offer up
humor and | aughter as a nmeans to cope. | realize that
within our owmn famly, we scratched the surface |evel of
this conplicated relationship we have with organi zed
religion, western education, and tend to focus on the
positive aspects of those experiences.

There are nultiple layers, but these are
just a few | hope paints a picture of resilience.

N-W' kol José |gnacio ended up serving as
the first Chairman of the Tohono O odham Nation known as
the Papago Tribe of Arizona. He and his famly mgrated
across to ensure his children will receive a western
education. H's daughter Susie becanme a |inguist. Her
daughter, ny nother, was an educator for the BIA -- now
known as the BIE -- for over 30 years. And for nyself,

own the co-founder of a grass-roots organization called
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| ndi visible O odham W focus on federal and state

| egi slation that inpacts the Tohono O odham Nation. W
organi zed as nuch as we could to ensure there was sone
representation of Tohono O odham here at this hearing.

We are grateful and appreciate this well
meani ngful body of work. W are recognizing this effort
as historical, and we know how nuch it neans to our
hemaj kam as we are all affected.

Ta hegad thom nei .

Safe travels.

( Appl ause.)

SECRETARY HAALAND: April, since you have t hat
witten down, if you would like us to take a copy of that,
we woul d be nore than happy to.

M5. IGNACIO. | do have a copy.

SECRETARY HAALAND: Thank you very nuch.

MS. IGNACIO  Thank you.

MS. AZUL: (Good norning.

Good norni ng.

My name is Dol ores Sophie Azul (phonetic).

|"mfrom (inaudible) village, and |I'm Tohono
O odham

My father is Tohono O odham M nother is
San Carl os.

Both of ny parents went to St. John's just
Allﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448
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down the road. As a result, we went on a relocation
program another federally funded program

We were in California, and we were living in
California, going to school in California. And when ny

sister reached high school age, they decided to send us

back. | was 12 years old when | was sent to school
| -- aside fromsumrers, | didn't return home till | was
about 22, so | grew up in a boarding school -- they grew
up in a boarding school -- though it was a Catholic

school. At that tine they weren't allowed to speak in
their native |anguage, but we could, and we woul d when we
coul d.

And so there were a | ot of experiences
there, and ny husband sitting here next to ne, he went to
Sherman. He has different stories.

But the one thing that kind of -- as far as
t he boardi ng school -- because we tal k about being
survivors, and being the wife to a survivor of a federally
funded boarding school -- | felt those, and | still do to
this day, feel the effects of being in the boarding
school, and nyself being also in a boarding school.

But the thing that really sticks out is the
roles, |ike soneone -- the lady was mentioning about roles
of people in the famly: the parents, the nother, the

father, their roles. And so being away in a boarding
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school, you don't learn those roles. O maybe you do pick
up on it just alittle bit, at |east when you' re going
t hrough your teenage years, and so a | ot of those things
were not taught. How do you |earn those roles?

| think the biggest thing as an adult that
struck ny nother was when we were watching a show, and she
says, Cosh, was | that bad as a nother? You know, when
you were a teenager?

| didn't say anything. But it -- | guess
the 1 ook on ny face nust have said it.

And then she said, Ch, | guess not because |
wasn't there.

So it really struck me, and | think it
really struck her in how much she m ssed out on that
mot hering role when | was grow ng up, and how nmuch she
m ssed out on hers, learning fromher nother, because she
was young when she was sent away to school.

So that really -- that really struck me, and
that's the one thing that I know wth nmy husband and
wth -- | noticed this because | worked at -- | worked at
Santa Rosa, and at the tinme it was a boarding school,
federally funded boarding school, so | dealt wth a | ot of
parents who were products of the federally funded boarding
school

And when their kids would get into trouble
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and the [ ooks on their faces of, |like, Wiat did | do? How
did this conme about that ny children are getting into
trouble? So | noticed a lot of the roles as parents,
people lost out on that. And | see that with, you know,
with ny husband. He went to Shernman, and so sone of that
was m ssing.

We have four sons together. It was a
struggle in the beginning when we first got married. |
did everything | could. Luckily, ny parents were together
to -- during those summers that | got that sense of
famly.

So | did what | could, and | sacrificed, and
| worked really hard to keep our famly together. | nade
sure that our sons stayed with us, that they didn't go
anywhere. And we did everything we could to get themto
school and make sure that they went to school. W talked
about it, and we did -- | did everything to keep
everything together to bring themin to say, This is
famly; this is howthings are as famly; this is what we
do.

And our sons, they are in their 30s, and it
Is still there: that thing of we're famly, this is how
we' re supposed to be, togetherness, being together.

| have ny phone, and I will text. And | can

be texting, and we have our group texts, the famly texts.
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So I'mconstantly talking, and it's always having to pul
himinto -- okay, this is what's going on. This is
like -- | wonder what they're doing today?

Well, he'll be asking ne, Were are they at?
\What are they doing? You think this, or you think that?

And so I'mlike, Wll, I don't know, maybe.

He wi |l be asking me about the famly, so |
know that -- | know that it was kind of hard for himjust
because he has his stories about how his famly was.

So it was just this whole sacrifice, giving
everything | could to keep that fam |y together because
it's inmportant.

We managed our four sons. W have three
graduated fromcollege. One is working on his second
master's, and one still needs to finish, so it was just
t hat push, push, push, kind of tying it together.

That's the biggest thing is the famly, the
t oget herness: how is this supposed to be? This is what
It's supposed to like, or at least that's what | think.

O maybe sonetines that's what you see on TV.

But | think that's one thing that was really
m ssing frompeople's lives is that togetherness of
famly. And | think a ot of us experienced that and are
still experiencing that togetherness, giving what you can

to each other no natter what.
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( Appl ause. )

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEW.LAND: There is a wonman in
t he back there.
M5. JACKSON: Good norni ng.

Thank you for being here.

My name is Desha (phonetic) Jackson.

My famly, | learned, ny maternal, is here
somewhere in 6.

My grandfat her was nanmed Paul (inaudible).
He took the name fromthe outfit that was -- that had
built the bridge over the Gla and district (inaudible).

And ny -- my maternal is from (inaudible)
District 1, here in Gla River.

Before that, my famly would spend tine in
t he Komguak (phonetic). M great-grandnother fromthere
married grandfather here.

And then there was famly stories of --
fromearlier times, earlier times where there was two
brothers who lived here on this side of Gla. And the
land -- the |and was chosen out in sovereign way, So they
(inaudible) like howit is today.

The menory | have here and the understanding
of what's becone, what's happened, and how they came to us
as a people, as a famly, is nuch l[ike the earlier stories
of famly unification. Qur famly was torn apart, ravaged
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by all of these -- all of these -- not just the schools,
the arrangements. And I'ma product, a person who is in
ny 60s.

Now, | know ny grandnother taught us -- |
| earned all of the |anguage. Wen they naned us Pimm,
we're -- we were and still are the Akinel O odham people
by the river, (inaudible) the Salt River people. And
we're practically old people.

So ny grandnot her, she taught ne about the
| anguage as a youngster.

You know, | had no idea, you know, after ny
education and all. And | thought -- | remenber the tines
she asked nme to sonething on the table.

And | just had so much honor for the
creator. There was so many things around me that, you
know, I'mglad -- you know, this is what they had. This
I's what we had.

And at the time, you know, | didn't -- | was
tal king the | anguage.

(I naudi bl e conments.)

And t he school s, ny grandnother (inaudible).
And we |ost nmy grandnother. She -- | didn't even know she
coul dn't speak any English, but at a time when she needed
to communi cate, she would. It was mainly the O odham

| anguage all the tine.
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\Where she got that schooling, her history, |

amin the dark about. | was told to go to the agency, the
Pima agency. |I'mtold to go there. There are apparently
records there to get that geneal ogical record. | hope
sonebody w |l some day open that door to us. | would

really like to know that history.

My grandparents are from (inaudible) here in
District 5, Gla River. Their school, Escuela, they
were -- ny dad ran away fromthere several tinmes to go
back homne.

You know, a famly, the nen, boys, the young
men of that famly are the ones who hel ped their parents
and their aging parents. Sone ways -- not now -- not
bei ng respected, not being taught, not being heard.

And anot her point here is that -- what
happened to the little -- ny children, hugs, words, deeds,
t hings you do for themto show | ove.

When ny children, they are nowin their

early 40s, late 30s. W would come down to visit. W

were -- and | would tell them Show your grandpa some

| ove; go give grandpa sone [ove. And they would run over
and hug him And he would just [ook at them He would

just -- it was -- and there's a -- there was much turnoil
inthis life, much, much upset, as well as being a

servi ceman.
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Actually, I -- he was corps -- with the
Corps of Engineers in the Arny. He raised us the best he
can.

Ckay. So down to here. |It's hard
to (inaudible). I'mpretty sure that -- | know that we
can -- we can -- we need to pull our children out of those
hi ndrances: al cohol and drugs. W need to teach them and
show them a new way.

And | just encourage everyone, Native
Anerican people, all of us throughout the states and
beyond. Keep your prayers up. Keep your prayers up.

Thank you so much for |istening.

( Appl ause. )

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: It's 11:30. W're
going to go another 15 or 20 mnutes and then take a
break. | think there's -- we have some refreshnents
avai | abl e.
So maybe one or two nore speakers. And then
we' || cone back fromthe break
There's a gentleman here.
Can you raise your hand again?
MR, BLACKWATER: M nanme is Rol and Bl ackwater Jr.
|"mnot too famliar with boarding school s,
but | know ny Uncle Kenneth -- | can just remenber him
tal king about -- | think he went to Escuel a.
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My grandnot her went to Escuel a, Tucson.
She (inaudi bl e) keystone.

Kenneth was ol der. | renenber himtalKking
about boardi ng school .

My sister Janice Bl ackwater, she passed | ast
year. She attended boardi ng school.

But I know there is still a lot of things I
know they didn't want to talk about. W sat around the
table in the evening. | just renmenber those -- | mean, ny
Uncl e Ken and my grandma was tal ki ng about that.

And the only good part about it, the
boardi ng school, is that, you know, ny dad noved us from
Phoeni x back to Sacaton in '73 or '72. So ny famly was
Bl ackwater, nmy brothers, they're still around.

|'mthe oldest of them |'m64 years ol d.
And | married in '78 and noved back to Phoenix. W're all
famliar with Indian School, and | was right around 15th
and I ndian School, that's where we lived, and it was all
native around there.

So we always tried to go to the Indian
School to play on Saturday norning, basketball, and that's
when they had their practices. W were invited to
practice -- to scrimmge the varsity team so that was
good for us. A lot of the kids, they were Indian anyway,

so we ran. W ran Rez ball, and that's what they |iked.
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So | was able to run with the varsity team And we
scrinmaged with them two, three tines in the norning. W
were asked to stay at the junior varsity team So that
was our -- we were all Rez-balling: Navajo, Apache. But
they liked to run. And that was ny thing about the Indian
School. | lived right there in that nei ghborhood nost of
my life, so |l was famliar with the school.

| remenber a | ot of people saying when they
had to go to church and stuff, they had to junp the fence
because the church was right across the street. So |
remenber that's where they had to go. And | was out -- a
| ot of people | talked to said they would junp the fence
and help themthere at the church. That was like their
little refuge place. That was al ways a refuge place for
everybody. That's about the only report | can renenber.

| renenber the old hospital being on the
grounds. | renenber ny first Powwow there, you know,
things like that. | do remenber all of the roads that
were there. | renenber when we first noved back to
Phoeni x. | renenber playing softball on the field way in
the back up near the high school now. There was old
basebal | field there, and that's what | renenber of that.
Those were good.

| just remenber it was totally different

because around there, there was a |ot of hog farnms, a | ot
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of chicken farns, a lot of -- what do you call it? --
grapes? There was just a lot of farms in the area. | was
pretty famliar with that, and a | ot of people | tal ked
to, they did get a lot of the jobs there and anenities.

So it was productive at that tine.

But there was tines you just don't want to
listen to it because it gets you mad, you know. You
wonder why. But, unfortunately, you know, they are hunman
just like we are. And, you know, this human race is
unfortunate at times. You know, we get aggressive and
mean, and that's not right.

But that's the only tine we tal ked about the
boardi ng schools. | renenber nmy parents, ny grandparents
and stuff talking about it, and nmy sister; | remenber
that. She did |eave a daughter. She's 40 now. And that
was one of nmy little sisters, you know.

There's just -- | was just sitting here, and
| couldn't remenber a lot of those things. But I
remenber -- | just remenber here and there, what ny
grandnot her -- what they used to tal k about.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

TRI BAL MEMBER: Thank you.
| can't stand very long, so I'mgoing to

Sit.
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|'mnot fromthis community, but |I'm
grateful to be able to be here. | live in Laveen, but |
live on the other side, so.

And he just -- he just -- when he spoke, |
could just see sone of nmy friends here shaking their head
because we all renmenmber Reverend MIler across the street
fromthe boarding school. W would go off to his church

| want to speak nainly about ny experience
in the boarding school. | did attend Phoenix Indian
Boar di ng School. And ny dad al so attended Phoeni x Indian
Boar di ng School .

|, first of all, want to acknow edge ny
people. | amHopi. I'mfromthe village of Walpi.

But I want to acknow edge the Hopi man t hat
aren't always nentioned about the endeavor they took to
protect their children and were actually inprisoned on
Al catraz because they would not allow their children to be
taken fromtheir hones, and they hid themin the rocks.

And | want to honor all of the parents of
the children that were taken away. |f you can just
I magi ne wat ching your child be yanked from your arns, not
knowing if you'll ever see them again.

| want to acknow edge those parents having
to deal with: | wonder what ny child is doing? And a |ot

of themweren't very educated, so they couldn't wite
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letters or communicate with their children. | think about
t hose parents.

But what | wanted to share about was ny
experience in the boarding school, which was -- |'m not
really sure if it's traumatizing, but it just rem nded nme
of what things happened in a boarding school that maybe
people aren't aware of that happened there.

We, of course, were treated like a mlitary
school. W had detention. W had details. W had to
line up to go eat and cone back. For those of you that
were at Phoenix Indian School, | got the privilege to work
at Wohonda (phonetic). It was our little bookstore -- |
mean, our little store.

But there was a thing that they did in the
| ndi an School, and they would send the kids out to do
outings, and what these outings were was the kids could go
out and earn noney, spending noney. And so they would --
you woul d volunteer to go out in an outing. And these

peopl e woul d just come and pick you up. People didn't

real ly know who they were sending these kids out wth,
They' d just cone and get themand use themas |abor for
the day to do -- to do whatever they could in their hones.

| had the opportunity to go out in an
outing, and | was at the Indian School when | was in 7th
grade. | wasn't in high school. | was there in as a 7th
Allﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448
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grader. And so | went.

| wanted to go on an outing. And so a
fam |y came and picked me up and took me to their hone.

And the task that they wanted me to do was
pi ck up dog poo in their house. | guess they let this dog
run through their house, and it would go to the bathroom
behind the couch and all this stuff. And they said that
that's the outing that they wanted ne to do.

And | refused to doit. | was, like, I'm
not going to pick up dog crap.

And so they told me that | needed to go back
to the school. So they sent ne back to the school.

And at the school, | got severely punished
for not doing what that famly had asked me to do. And |
was never allowed to go out on another outing because |
refused to do it because | just felt that there's no
reason that | shoul d be doing that.

And then | started to wonder, | wonder what
happened to sonme of these kids that went out in these
outings that nobody ever followed up on them Could
t hi ngs have happened to themthat they didn't speak about?
Coul d they have been paid for things that they -- duties
they had to perforn? And because, you know, we're taught
at the Indian School that you just follow direction. You

do what you're told. And | just started thinking about
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t hose experiences, you know.

Nowadays we're very protective of our
children: making sure that whoever takes our children, we
know where they're going, when they're going to be back.
Have you been fingerprinted? Wat's your intention?

And | think -- | wondered if those kids --
some of the kids that were in Indian schools were the
first to be sexually nolested or to be treated in a way
that was inappropriate for children. You know, we're
just -- we were just young kids trying to earn noney so
that we can buy sonethi ng.

Sone of us didn't get the chance to al ways
be with our parents. But ny experience at the boarding
school was, other than that, was basically -- it wasn't as
severe as what | would say ny father's experience was.

| don't speak my |anguage. | don't know ny
culture as well as | would like to, and that was the
result of the boarding school era because ny dad chose not
to teach us because he was afraid that we would be beaten
for it.

And | remenmber one thing he used to say al
the time is: I'mjust a dunb Indian. And | always
wondered why he said that. And he said that's how t hey
referred to themat the school: that they were dunb

I ndians. And | think about that, you know, because when
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you | ook at the educational |evel of the boarding schools,
it wasn't -- it was enough to get you to a trade school,
enough to get you to a point where you could naintain, but
you couldn't really go nuch further than that.

So the education requirements were very,
very low, the standards, and | don't like it when they
| oner the standards for native people, never. You should
al ways increase the standard because we're better than
that, and we can achieve, and | never liked that. They
just brush you aside, Oh, let's make this easier for you.
No, make it harder for us because we can achieve.

And so | just renmenber nmy first night when |
was -- ny first night at the boarding school. | always
t hought there was only two tribes in the world: the
Navaj os and the Hopis. (Laughter.) Because | was from
the Hopi reservation, and we were surrounded by the
Navaj 0s.

But when | went to the boarding school, |
got a Supai roonmate, an Apache roommate, and an O odham
roommate. | had no idea how to communicate wth these
people. And it was -- it was a very interesting evening
dealing with ladies, young girls, and how different we
were, but how alike we were.

And | think the thing that bonded us was

that we were all scared. W didn't know each other. W
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didn't know anyt hing about our tribes. A couple of us got
to get along, but we were really afraid of the Apache
roommate. (Laughter.) So it was just -- we didn't know.
W didn't know.

And one thing | have to say about the
boardi ng schools, it did -- it did broaden the horizons of
intertribal nmarriages. | know a |ot of us are products of
m xed narriages because of boarding schools. So | guess

that coul d be a good thing.

But, anyway, it wasn't -- you know, it
was -- it was devastating, | know, for nmy parents. And |
know that there is some things that | still think about
when | think about ny time in a boarding school. | didn't
stay there very long, but in that short time, | -- | guess

| can alnost say |I'mgrateful for the experience because
it made nme realize the inportance of being a nother, and
the inportance of know ng that when you take a child away
froma nother or a father, it can be devastating.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: | think we can hear
fromone nore person before we take a break, and after our
break, we'll hear fromthose of you who want to speak and
haven't had an opportunity.

We'Il go to this gentlenan.
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MR HAARSTAD. M wife is shy.

(Reading:) Hello. M nane is Cher
Haar stad, and | aman Al aska native. M famly and | have
been successfully erased by a native boarding school in
Al aska. M grandnother O ga Berestov was sent to the
Bapti st Orphanage at Wody |sland, A aska, back in 1911 at
age 2. | believe she was released in 1928, but ny
grandnot her O ga never spoke of her tine at the boarding
school or that she was from Sel dovi a, Al aska.

| started researching ny ancestry about five
years ago. |t took several years and help from people who
were willing to help ne. | was excited to find out that |
was a great-great-granddaughter of Chief Feodor Berestov
of the Seldovia tribe. As far as | could find out, he was
the only chief or Toion of the tribe. Chief Berestov was
born in 1850 when Al aska bel onged to Russia. He passed in
1900.

| contacted the tribe, and they told ne they
had no idea there were any living descendants of Chief
Berestov. | applied for enrollnment but was shocked that |
was deni ed menbership because no direct descendent was
originally enrolled during the 1971 ANCSA settlement. |t
was i npossible for ny famly to be enrolled because of the
native boarding school erasure of ny famly. M nother

never knew of her connection to the Seldovia Tribe, and ny
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mot her was never enrolled in any tribe. | am60 years
old, and | have never had a Bl A card until 2008. And it
has nmy bl ood quantumincorrect. | amone-quarter Aleut,
but ny card states | amone-eighth. | cannot correct it
because in 2008, | did not know that | was one-quarter
Al eut .

My fam |y has nore history and heritage than
any enrolled nenber, but | amnot enrolled in the Sel dovia
Tribe. The ANCSA settlenent did not consider that A aska
Natives that were erased by the native boarding schools
woul d interfere with enrollment within proper tribes.

This needs to be discussed and changes made to this
oversi ght.

So far the boarding school has been
successful erasing me, kill the Indian and save the man is
what happened to ny famly. | ama native Al askan that is
a part of the genoci de.

| amthe great-great-granddaughter of the
one and only chief of the Seldovia Tribe. It is beyond ny
understanding that | could be told that I amnot one of
t hem

Thank you.

( Appl ause. )

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: So what we will do

now, we're at the one-hour nmark. We'Ill|l take a break.
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W' ve got food for folks. W' re going to take a break,
and we'll cone back up after for photos.

(Recessed: 11:47 a.m - 1:21 p.m)

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: |'I| ask everyone
to take their sheets.

Thank you everybody for bearing with us for
t he break.

First, can we give a special shout out for
our friends fromG|la River here who hel ped prepare that
wonder ful lunch and the food for us.

( Appl ause.)

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND:  Thank you.

So our reporter friends have left us. W
still have a court reporter here to make a record. W're
sinmply going to open the floor back up.

We're going to try to go for about 60 to 90
m nut es, depending on how this goes, and then take anot her
break. The breaks will not be as long as the |unch when
we do take them

And when we're getting close to the end,
Secretary Haal and or nyself will give, you know, an hour
notice to make sure that if there's sonebody |eft who
really wants to speak, that you are here to do that.

So with that, Madam Secretary, | don't know

i f you have anyt hi ng.
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Ckay. We'Il just turn it back over to you
and hear from folks.

So, mc runners, will you please raise your
hands, where you're at? (kay.

|f you wsh to speak, please raise your
hands and we will find you.

MR MGALL: Cood afternoon. ['msorry, but I'm
going to have to stay seated. |'musing a wal ker and get
tired of standing up.

Anyway, my name is George MG IIl. [|'m
Tohono O odham from Sel | s.

| just wanted to share a story with you
about nmy grandfather. He told ne that he was captured and
hogti ed probably about early 1890s, |'m guessing, because
t hey shipped himoff to Chilocco, a school in Cklahoms,
and he said he arrived there about 13 years old. And so
Chil occo was kind of a well-known school in our famly.
My brother went to school there, and so then | wanted to
go to school there. [I'mkind of an adventurous type of
guy and wanted to see the world.

So my nomtried to enroll ne in a public
school in Tucson, but | just didn't like it, and |
probably woul d have dropped out. But | decided |'m going
to go ahead to Okl ahoma and stay with my grandfather

because Sells at that tine, there was no high schools.
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Everybody went off to Indian school past 8th grade. You
gotta go past 8th grade. So they were talking about
sending me to Sherman, but |'d rather go to Cklahona to
Chi | occo.

So ny nmomjust sent me to Cklahoma, and |
felt nmy grandfather was still working there, but he had
retired, and he was living in a little town across the
state line called Ark Gty. He had a little farm

So | got there, and about two weeks after |
got there -- well, in fact, when | got there, | was
| ooking for him and nobody knew who he was.

And so they asked ne what | wanted to do,
and | said | wanted to go to school at Chilocco. They
enrolled me, and so about two weeks later, | finally found
my grandfather. He was living in Ark Gty, Kansas, which
was right across the state |ine.

And he woul d come out on weekends, and we'd
go out for a drive, but he forgot the |anguage because,
you know, he never returned home when they shipped him off
to klahoma. And ny mom-- he kept in touch with my nom
and ny nomwould tell him Wy don't you come hone? You
still got people here.

And he says: No, | just don't feel like |
bel ong now. It seened like | grow up in Okl ahoma

And that's where he stayed. He went to the
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Arny, served overseas, came back. He ended up marrying
his teacher from Chilocco. And so when he cane back from
the service, he narried his teacher, and they both worked
there at the Chilocco at the school.

And so they both retired, and his wife died
first, and they are both buried Chilocco -- excuse ne --
Ark Gty.

| kept saying | wanted to wite a book about
him but it was hard to find infornation because when they
cl osed the school down, they shipped, | guess, all the
records to, | believe, Fort Wrth.

| spent one week in Fort Worth trying to get
information, but there's so much information there,
couldn't stay any | onger.

So at that time, | told nmy classmates, ny
col | eagues, ny alumi people that | knew, to keep their
eye open because | wanted to get any material | can on ny
grandfather. | wanted to wite a book.

| started to and worked with this author.
She wote a book on Chilocco, and nmy story is in there, in
her book. And so she helped -- she wanted to help nme, and
so we said, well, we'll start it out like a children's
book, and so we did the storyboard, and that's as far as
|"ve gotten. | wll hopefully get enough material to

finish it up.
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But he just lost his culture and he
just never wanted to cone hone.

And yet, us, to ne, the O odhamway --
think most of the Indians are tied to their [and, wherever
you grow up -- whenever you're ready to retire -- or you
want to get married, you usually want to go back hone.

But he did try to come, and | wasn't there, when he did
cone, so he just went back to Cklahoma, went back to
Kansas, rather.

And so | always think about us being tied to
the land. Wwen | went to school in Chilocco, | had nostly
positive experiences.

The only thing that | probably m ssed out on
Is sone of the custons. Like, I'ma fluent speaker; |
speak ny language. | speak it fluently, but | can't sing.

| can't sing a song. People have tried to teach ne how to

sing our traditional songs, and it bugs me. | just can't
doit. | don't know why. | guess it wasn't neant for ne
or what .

My grandfather told us that you're a really
rounded person when you can sing the traditional songs, so
| wanted to |learn them but | never did -- | couldn't pick
up on that.

And anot her thing, when I first went to

Ckl ahoma, |ike around here, we've got nountains, and
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you're used to the nountains. And you can tell your
directions, which way is north, south, east, west.

And when | got to Cklahoma, it's all flat,
and so | got disoriented. So | talked to the guys, and
|'d tell them east?

And they'd laugh at ne. No, that's not
east, that's a different direction.

So it took me about two weeks to finally get
oriented to where I know where north and south and east
and west are.

But all inall, it was a good experience for
me. Like | said, | got to neet people, and | got to see a
| ot of the native culture back there.

| used to go stay with ny friends at
holidays. | hardly ever cane hone. 1|'d cone hone for a
week or two and go back to Chilocco.

But | finished in 1960. W have our al umi
association there that is still going strong, but all of
us are getting old now So for four years, | was the
president of the alummi association.

And we do have a cenetery of some of the
kids that died there. And nost of themare known, but
there's a few there that are not known, so we do have a
cenetery there at the school, and it was our

responsibility, the alumi association, to take care of
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the cemetery, and the tribes, the surroundi ng nei ghborhood
tribes, are helping us with noney and equi pnent. And so
every year, when we have our reunion, we take care of the
cemetery to renenber those that are forgotten and are
buried there. So we renmenber, try to keep alive the
history, or renmenber what happened back in the old days.
So we respect all of the ones that have cone and gone.

But my main story was to |let you know when
nmy grandfather lived -- when they picked himup, he was
probably 13 years old, and he grew up out there and just
never canme honme. And he's buried out there in Kansas
ri ght now.

And so | just wanted to share that story
with you: that he lost the desire to cone back honme. He
| ost the culture.

And that's it.

Thank you.

( Appl ause. )

TRI BAL MEMBER  Good afternoon.

Hel | o, again. | spoke earlier, and | just
wanted to share a little nore, you know.

You know, there's a lot that is -- that wll
not come out. W can only speculate as to what went on,
but | just wanted to relay that, you know, when ny dad had

to chastise this disruptive son of his, ny younger
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brother, you know, | wonder what he went through, what ny
dad went through, that caused himto run away fromthat
school in Tucson.

But when he nmade the decision to spank his
son, after doing so, he wal ked away, and ny nother said he
cried. There's -- it's just, you know, it was really deep
for them

And in that sense, you know, we need to
uni fy, make the world a better place. | don't know where
this is going, you know. Yeah, we need to heal. W
really need to heal

Creator, bless your way forward.

Ms. Haal and, thank you for everything you

are doing and have done. Thank you, Lord.

Bl ess your way forward: people, schools,
departments, seniors. W need to get up, and let's blaze
atrail forward. You know, we did, we have, but we need
to take a stronger stance for those that are not here yet.
Let's pull together and nove forward.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

TRIBAL MEMBER:  Good afternoon

My name is Pamela. |'mfromthe Mrago
famly in District 3 of Gla River Indian Community in
Sacat on.
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| don't have boarding school stories of ny
own because | didn't go to boarding school, but my parents
did. And it took me years to figure out why we were
rai sed the way that we were. And | never thought that it
had anything to do with boardi ng school because they
weren't actually at boarding school that |ong, but they
were there long enough for it to nake an inpact on how
they raised us.

And | remenmber one day | was maki ng sone
candy to make sone popcorn balls, and | had bow, a Pyrex
bow, that's fromway back when. Pyrex bow s you put in
the oven to bake casseroles. And | had a bow, and | was
trying to put it on the stove to nake this candy, and ny
mom said, No, don't do that because it's gonna break
It's not for the stove; it's for the oven. And | insisted
that it wouldn't break. So she went ahead and let me do
it, and of course, it broke.

And then she told ne this story about her
tine at Escuela. It's a Presbyterian boarding school in
Tucson, and she said that when they were on kitchen duty,
I f they ever broke a dish, washing it or just
accidental ly, any kind of dish, cup, saucer, bow,
anything, that they would take a piece of that broken dish
and cut themwith it. And so that's, you know, abusive.

In that sense, | don't know how many kids got cut and how
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many di shes were broken, but |I'msure they were very
careful not to break anything know ng that woul d happen.

And she al so took piano | essons there, and
that was a good thing that she | earned how to play the
pi ano because she got to be a really good pianist. But in
| earning how to play the piano, if she nade a m st ake,
they hit her wwth a ruler on her hand. And | know now
when you teach children how to play an instrument, piano,
anything, you don't hit themif they make a m stake. So
that kind of stuck with her.

And it was also a Presbyterian school, so
their education was also spiritual. So she did believe
the Bible. But as she got older, she realized that those
that were teaching her were not living that spiritual life
that the Bible actually taught. They were not living the
life that they shoul d have been living by the way they
were treating the students there. They were not -- they
were msrepresenting God is what they were doing. And |
saw that in all of the boarding schools that were Catholic
or Presbyterian or some kind of Christian school, that
they were all msrepresenting God.

And with my dad, he was also at Escuel a at
the same time that ny nomwas there. And it was himand
his ol der brother and his younger brother. And ny dad

never really shared stories with us about what happened to
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themthere, but apparently they treated the boys worse
than they did the girls.

And it got bad enough that the three
brothers ran away fromthat school. And Tucson is about
70 mles from Sacaton, so they ran away, and they carried
the younger brother on their back. They took turns
carrying him And they made it back to Sacaton.

And at that tine, 1-10 was not there, and |
don't know what was there, if was just a two-Iane hi ghway
or what was there, but they cane back to Sacaton. |t just
so happened that there was a man from Sacaton that was
com ng from Tucson back honme. He picked themup, and he
brought themall the way hone. But at that tine, they
were probably -- they were in elenentary school, so the
younger brother was young enough to be carried by the
ol der ones. So they got back to Sacaton.

And ny grandnother, their nother, she's from
the Crow Agency. She's enrolled at the Crow Agency. She
met ny grandfather at boarding school. And she came back
to Sacaton, and that's where she raised her famly.

There was a another school there. | heard
anot her | ady tal k about a BIA school that they built for
the children in Sells. Wll, they did the same thing in
Sacaton. And if you are fromthe Sacaton, everybody knows

the pink school. That was that school. It was for the
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BIA white children to go. Everybody el se went somewhere
el se.

Well, when ny dad and his brothers got back
to Sacaton, ny grandnother went down there and demanded
that they be enrolled in that pink school. And they were
the first native kids to be enrolled in that pink school.
So after that, you know, other kids began to go to school
there. Nowit's the Ira Hayes library in Sacaton, but
those were a couple of stories that | heard fromthem

And what it did was -- and what | see, it
has the sane effect on a lot of famlies that -- all
across Indian country. And Gla Rver, | think, is
probably our fourth generation of young people struggling
with the | anguage. They don't knowit. And | think it's
a result of that because they were not allowed to speak
t he | anguage there.

And then nmy dad would not allow us to ever
even think about going to a boarding school, even though a
| ot of ny cousins went to boarding schools.

And the town that | lived in was Ajlo. W
were born and raised in Ao. M and ny brother were the
last two. We were born and raised in Ajo, and the rest of
the other five children went to school and all graduated
fromAo. And there was a lot of natives in Ao, but al

of themwent to boarding schools. So we ended up being
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i ke one of three famlies that had their children in the
public school in A o because ny dad would not allow us to
go to boarding school. Because he knew the effects that
It would have on us, and what he went through, and he
didn't want us to go through that.

But as a result of them punishing himfor
speaki ng his |anguage, he didn't teach the | anguage to us
because he thought it was going to be a handicap to us
being in a public school and being around non-Natives,
that he thought that we needed to | earn English. And
because he didn't get the proper education that he shoul d
have gotten, education was very inportant to him So he
made sure that all of us went to school and went to
col | ege.

| see that trade-off. You know, he did not
know how to live in both worlds at the sane time, whereas
now, you know, | see that happening: People are practicing
their culture; they are practicing their songs, their
dances, their cerenmonies. But at the sane tine, they are
getting educated because they know that that's how they
are going to advance. But he didn't know howto live in
both worlds at the same tine. So that was the trade-off:
The result was us not knowi ng our culture, us not know ng
our | anguage to be able to teach it to the next

generation
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So they say that, you know, the seventh
generation was going to bring that back, and that would
have been ny daughter's generation, which that's happening
now. M daughter is into the culture way nore than ne,
into the | anguage, into the dances, and so are her
children. So it's com ng back

But that was a result of the boarding
school s' inpact that it had on ny famly and that | see
everywhere else. But it never clicked until | started
readi ng about boardi ng schools.

And even though the things that happened to
-- my parents were not as bad as sonme of the boarding
schools. And even children dying, you know, that's
horrible, you know. You know, no child -- that should not
happen to any child, and then to hide it is even worse.

But | see the inpact that it's had on ny
friends, my famly, you know, our community, and |I'm
thankful that it's comng out into the open because that's
the only way that people are going to heal fromit.

Natives, generally, they have a trust issue
because of all of the atrocities fromthe federa
governnent, not just from boarding school, but from other
relationships with the federal government. And Natives
just basically have -- don't trust people because of that,

and it's time for healing.
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And |I'mthankful to you, Secretary, that you
have opened this up and that you have cone here and al |l ow
us to speak.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

TRIBAL MEMBER: | have to stand up.

You know, | want to say first thing: I'm not
as bad as ny wife nmade nme out to be.

(Laughter.)

Real | y, you know, |ike the saying goes, you
don't judge the book by the cover. You never know what's
I nsi de.

Well, anyway, |'malso -- | don't know if
|"ma survivor or a product of the boarding schools.

But, yeah -- excuse me -- (indiscernible).

| went to Sherman Hi gh School in Riverside,
California, and that's -- you know, when | |ook at it,
when | | ook back on it, you know, | -- that's one part of
my |life experiences, you know.

|'ve heard and |'ve read, you know, all the
horror stories about boarding schools way back, you know.
Even ny famly, ny uncles, were always tal king about the
boardi ng school or the school in Tucson, Escuela, where
they went, but they just kind of tal ked about it here and

there. But they never really tal ked about their
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experiences there.

But, you know, | guess, you know people
that have gone to boarding schools all have had different
experiences, you know, some bad, sone good, you know.

Mne | guess, you know, were both bad and
good. Sonme of the bad were ny own nmaking, you know, in
t he school, so.

But | think that the negative part of ny
experi ences was, you know, being away fromny famly. |
think it's changed now, but back then you couldn't cone
hone, you know. W just stayed there, you know, |ike ny
wi fe had said. | think nowadays, students come hone for
the holidays. Back then, you know, they didn't. W
couldn't.

But | renenber, you know, | renmember when |
first got there, | kind of -- | was -- | was lonely in
| owa, you know, and | didn't like it.

You know, sonebody was saying the schools
were like, you know, mlitary, you know. You know, you do
certain things at certain tinmes, and, you know, you've got
to obey them And, you know, | went there, but, you know,
| didn't want to stay there. But, you know, | was hangi ng
around with sone of the other guys from South (inaudible).

| pretty much grew up --

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: Can you hol d the
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m crophone cl oser to your nouth?
TRI BAL MEMBER. Oh, okay.
| pretty much grew up outside the
reservation. | went to one of the grade schools,
el enentary schools, one of the public elenentary schools.
But when ny famly, when ny nomwent back to

the reservation, | stayed behind for about a year, and

then | finally went back -- | nean, went there, and then |
went to school -- a day school there on the reservation,
but | -- within six nonths, | left for the boarding

school

The thing about it is that, you know, |'ve
heard about, you know, | heard about other tribes. |
never really net one or saw one, but when | got there,
was kind of surprised to see all of these other tribes
there. And, you know, | was kind of amazed, you know, the
way they were talking. Some tribes sounded |ike Chinese.
But, you know, that's the deal, you know. | would say
that was one part of it, you know, that was good for ne
was that, you know, neeting the other tribes. Sonme were,
you know, | got real good friends with them and | got to
know, you know, a lot of them

But, like | said, you know, the homne
si ckness, you know, kind of gradually went away, but |

think nmost of it was because, you know, we stuck together.
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Li ke, | know that the O odhamon that side and the O odham
here, you know, they were pretty close. It was |ike that,
| think, in nost boarding schools. And that's how we, you
know, | think that's a big part of our survival or, you
know, our sense of our health and our nmentality, you know,
has been because of being together, you know.

Then, again, you know, | nmet sone real good,
you know, some real good friends, close friends. | net
sonme close friends fromthis side. And it's sad to say
that, you know, now, it's sad to say that a |ot of people
that we know fromthese, you know, fromthese schools are
now pretty nuch -- nost of themare pretty nuch -- they're
all gone except for a few, you know, diehards, | guess,
like me.

But, like | said, you know, there were
good and bad experiences for ne. | learned -- you know, |
| earned sone stuff that | probably woul d have never
considered, like joining the orchestra, the band. | never
t hought about it, even though | come froma long |ine of
famly nusicians and all that. There was some good
experiences, bad experiences.

Again, like |I said, those were one part of
my life experiences. And | have |earned, you know, sone
experiences fromthere and sone, you know, that | still --

but there was some good nenories that | still, you know,
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t hi nk about, you know, with all the different tribes that
|"d make friends with and with all those pretty girls that
| net.

| just want to tell you this: That was ny
experiences, you know, with the boarding schools and al
that. But anyway, that's what | want to say with ny
experi ences about boarding school s.

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: Thank you.

This gentleman in the bl ue.

And | know we've had a few fol ks up here in
the front, so let's get this gentleman in the blue who
just stood up.

And then al so just a housekeepi ng note.
Wth the mcrophone, it's -- they are very sensitive, but
it's inportant to hold it close to your nouth so we can

hear. W're having a difficult time with some of the

speakers.
Go ahead, sir.
MR. PORTER: CGood afternoon, everyone.
Am | good?
Ckay. M nanme is Beralt Porter. |'mfrom
District 4.

| went to boarding school in 1963, '64. W
all nmet in Sacaton, the Pima bus, and there was maybe 9 or

10 of us that got in our little, yellow bus with our
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suitcases, and we were driven to Phoenix Indian H gh
School. | went to Phoenix Indian H gh School under the
premse that if | didn't like it, | could walk hone.

But we got there, and like the |lady said
this nmorning, you know, she was amazed at what she saw. |
was -- |'mspeaking for nyself -- because when we got
there, and we were | ooking around the school, we were all
curious. And here comes this huge -- G eyhound buses ful
of students. Mst of themwere Navajos. They had the
Cadillac of buses. They cane in, three or four buses at a
time, opened up the bottom and they brought out all of
their nice suitcases and everything. And we had no idea
that other tribes were there. W didn't know.

So, as time went on, the school itself was
not anything close to being what you would call a
mlitary-style school. | would -- later on in ny years, |
woul d ook at it as an honor system You were woken up at
a certain tine. You got ready. You went to breakfast.
And t he school bell would ring, and you come out of your
dorm and you would go to class. That was all up to you.
You weren't put inalineto go to lunch -- breakfast,
| unch or dinner. W were not that -- it was -- | |ook at
It nowadays as it was kind of an honor systemfor us to
get ourselves going and be ready to go when it was tine

for you to do sonet hing.
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| have to say that | graduated fromthere in
1968/'69, a long time ago. And at that tine, our -- the
school, the Phoenix Indian School at that tine was what
was considered a class A school. W had over five hundred
students. Qur class alone, | think, was |ike maybe two,
three hundred people, our graduating class. W had one of

t he bi ggest graduating classes there.

Qur sports was -- everybody partici pated.
We couldn't play football worth a darn -- ['Il tell you
that -- we got beat all the tine by all the schools around

here. But don't try to run against the Indians. W beat
everybody when it came to cross country track and all
that. Basketball, we were good at, but football, we were
terrible.

So | just want to add that -- | just want to
say that those four years, to ne, were the best years of
my life. And |'ve got maybe four other people in the
audi ence who coul d probably say the sanme thing.

And we still -- up to now, there are naybe
15, 20 of us that still get together on a quarterly basis
and call ourselves the Phoenix Indian alumi. W go out
to eat, you know, and talk about the old times. |It's al
good stuff. It's nothing bad.

So, that's just -- | wanted to add that to

everything that we have heard so far today. It was
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positive note for me, and | woul d say for everybody el se
t hat was there.

So, thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MS. TREMAINE: (Comments in native |anguage.)

Good afternoon.

| ' m Jenni fer Tremai ne (phonetic).

| live in Chandler, Arizona.

My famly is Wite Earth Chi ppewa.

My grandfather attended St. Benedict's
canpus in M nnesot a.

| was his caregiver for the last three years
of his life. He never talked nuch about his experience,
except for describing it as a mlitary school.

In the last couple years of his life, he
woul d have PTSD attacks and night terrors where he woul d
speak Qibwemowin in his night terrors and then
I mredi ately followit with the Rosary.

After he passed away, | found maps onli ne,
and you guys were a brand-new organi zation with just an
executive director and an admn assistant. And | found
St. Benedict's on the |ist of canpuses that you knew
about. And | called, and the executive director spoke
with me for two hours about that campus. And said, Yes,

it is so conmon for Elders to have referred to this as a
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mlitary school.

About a nonth after he passed away, we
received an apology letter fromthe Catholic D ocese of
M nnesota. And that is much nore than many famlies have
ever received.

So thank you for being here. Thank you for
| i stening.

| inplore you to also ook into the ties
bet ween t he boardi ng schools in the 1950s and 1960s -- or
1950s, 1940s and 1930s, and their tie-in with the Indian
Rel ocation Act of '56, because that is howny famly left
our native |ands.

The first chance he got, he took the noney,
went to California and hid his own children in plain sight
so that his children did not have to follow and go to
t hose school s.

And so many of us who grow up in the urban
| ndi an communi ties have the same story: W were taught to
hide in plain sight, and we were taught to blend in. And
we were taught to not tal k about our native ancestors and
our native history.

And | would like to also thank the M nnesota
Housi ng Coalition for running online G ibwermow n cl asses
because it's allowed nyself and ny daughter to | earn our

| anguage, the | anguage that was beaten out of ny
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gr andf at her.

So thank you. Thank you for being here.
Thank you for sharing stories.

( Appl ause.)

M5. WH TEHAIR:  Good aft ernoon.

My name is Marlena Witehair

|"d like to apologize to the Elders for
speaki ng before you, but | felt so noved by your bravery
and by your courage to speak up today.

| know that |'mnot alone, that we had --
that I'mnot alone, that | had grandmothers, grandfathers,
great - grandnot hers and great-grandfathers who had boarding
school experiences and how it affected them

G ow ng up, | never knew nor was | taught in
school about the boarding schools and what happened to
them and the abuse that they went through and the traum
that cane with it.

| have two grandnothers who are very strong
matriarchs in our famly, and | always | ooked up to them
It wasn't until later when | grew up that | |earned they
had to be strong because of what they went through.

And that -- | knowthat it's ny
responsibility to learn what the history is of our people,
and | earn about what they went through and why.

And I'mgrateful that | had the famly and
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the community with ne to, |ike, teach me about the history
and about the culture.

And 1'd like to thank | eadership for com ng
here on our community and on our |and and spending the
time and giving the effort of listening to us and our
El ders. It means so nuch to us.

| would l'ike to hear about the tangible
change that will come out of this. | know that you have
given us the opportunity to speak, but | would like to
know, |ike, what would happen. [|'mgrateful for the first
step: the acknow edgment of what happened. It's not only
the Tribe, but to also everyone el se.

And | would also like to thank and to
acknow edge that we do have ot her progranms, such as | CWA
the Indian Child Wlfare Act, that protects the children
of indigenous famlies to prevent separation

| know that for our Tribe, Gla River, we do
have a strong comunity of people who are passi onate about
protecting the children.

And | would like to thank every one of the
El ders, and our aunties and uncles, that cane here today
to spend the time wth us, appealing, of |earning, and
| i stening.

| would like to thank the volunteers who are

here wth us, too.
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(Commrents in Piipaash | anguage.)

So, thank you.

( Appl ause. )

TRIBAL MEMBER  Good afternoon

(Comrents in native | anguage.)

My name is Myrna, and | say ny nane to you
in Navajo and in Pima. And instead of saying O odham or
Diné, | just say Navaj o/ Pima because when | was grow ng
up, and I'm70 right now, nmy nother didn't really say the
traditional name and neither did ny father. | think that
came a little bit later.

So | don't really have a boarding school
story for nyself. But | know that ny father went to
boardi ng school in New Mexico. And ny nother went to
Phoeni x I ndian H gh School, and she graduated fromthere.

And in her ol der years, | asked her one
tinme: When you went to boarding school, did anything ever
happen to you for speaking your |anguage?

She said no. She seenmed to have had a good,
positive high school experience, but she did say that when
she went to the day school -- and I'mnot sure if that
woul d be here or in Sacaton -- that when they spoke the
| anguage, that the teacher would get a ruler and hit her
hand. And | don't know if it was this way or this way

(denonstrating). But she would -- the teacher would slap
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their hand with the ruler for speaking the |anguage.

Now, ny parents were two different tribes,
and so they only spoke English to us. M father taught as
much as he could to us. M nother, when | cane down here
to Gla River about 15 years ago, when she was agi ng,
only knew about 3 words. And then through the efforts of
the Head Start program revitalization of the |anguage,
and through the | anguage prograns that were offered in the
comunity, | was able to | earn nuch nore.

Now, with the Navajo part, that's ny nore --
|"mmore famliar with that. And |'ve taken classes, and
| know Navaj o people, and |'ve learned Navajo a little bit
more than | did when | was younger, but nuch nore than
knew t he Pina | anguage.

And al so here in the coommunity, |'mvery
appreci ative of the people who have been working with the
| anguage revitalization for the tribe here, through the
museum and Joyce Hughes, Ernestine Nelson, and Barbara
Parson, and there's a few others that | can't think of.
And al so Anthony Gray and Janes Sanchez, through the Head
Start program are very vital links to learning the
| anguage.

But | think the effects of the boarding
school conmes down to ne because of ny parents not teaching

us the language. And | know that they would nore or |ess
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say you need to stick with English because you'll get
further inlife, and you need to go to school. So that
was sonething that through our efforts, my sisters and I,
we -- two of us were teachers, and one -- ny sister was a
nurse, and ny children are continuing that endeavor. |
have five daughters, and they all have either a bachelor's
and/ or an associate's degree.

So | think that when we | ook back, we have
|l ost a [ot. Because when you -- through the boarding
school experience and having to go to school off
reservation, you lose your tribal identities, and you get
far away fromit. And then when you narry another tribe,
then it becones a little bit less and | ess and | ess.

| have children that are Navajo, Hopi, Pima
and then ny grandchildren are Navajo, Hopi, Pima, Tohono
O odham and Apache. And | have a great-granddaughter who
Is al so Mexican, and she's 3-1/2. And bl ess her heart,
she has a native culture behind her, but she's |earning
Spani sh, and she's 3-1/2. And she -- you know, | think
that's wonderful .

But | really would like to see, so that we
can reconnect with our past, the schools teach much, nuch
more than they are. Like here, Gla River, we need to be
teachi ng the | anguage from preschool, not when you get to

ki ndergarten
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Because when you have a child, the first
thing that you're going to do is conmunicate with your
child, and you don't communicate with your child when they
are 5 years old and going to kindergarten. It starts at
birth. And so, therefore, we need to have prograns at
t hat age.

That's al ways been ny interest, and | push
it, even at ny age now. |'m/looking forward to the nuseum
offering the Pina | anguage cl asses again in March. And |
continue to study the Navajo |anguage.

And ny husband is Hopi, and he -- his
parents went to boarding school. And | think they also
were -- it was ingrained, you know Speak English; speak
English. So even though his parents were fluent in Hopi,
he didn't learn as much as he would have liked to.

And that al so has an influence because of
the influence of the Church, and the Church kind of
separates famly fromtheir traditions and culture also.
Not all of them but in his case, it did. But ny parents,
the Church was not a factor in us being where we are
t oday.

So | thank you all for sharing your stories.
|"mglad that | don't have any horror stories to tell you.
But | hear about them and read about them And when | go
to the Heard Museum | do go to the boarding school
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exhibit, and it just -- ny blood boils. | go out of
there, and | amvery angry about what happened to the
children.

Li ke soneone said, children died in boarding
school's, but where are they? You know, where were they
put torest? And | agree with somebody who nentioned
that. They had to have been buried somewhere. But
sonehow, you know, they got pushed under the rug. And
it's sad. It's sad. And when | watch certain
docunentaries, ny blood boils again. | can't read books
about it because it upsets me so nuch. And | can't even
I magi ne what our grandparents went through.

My grandnot her, nmy nother's nother, that |
know of , | never heard her speak English. She only spoke
Pi ma

My grandfather on ny father's side, he spoke
sone English, but not very much. And | think that's
adm rabl e.

And what's sad to ne is that today, we don't
have that anynore. Most of the grandparents, they speak
English. O maybe they are bilingual, and our children
are growing up without the traditions, the teachings, the
| anguage, the culture, the nusic, the dance. You know,
some of it's comng back, but it will never be where it

was in the past.
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So | thank you all for sharing. And, you
know, like | said, I'mjust bringing a small part of it to
you frommy experience.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. SCHURS: (Good afternoon.

My name is Carol Schurs (phonetic), Akinel
O odham from Harshanth Cook, District 2.

Thank you for providing this opportunity for
those of us that survived boarding school. | have many
classmates in the room W attended St. John's Indian
School down the road.

And | think for the nost part it was a great
experience for us. W had fun. W played sports. Sone
of my sports people are sitting right here, and we
excelled. W did what we did. | was a majorette in high
school, believe it or not. That's an acconplishnent for
me, because | was chubby.

But growing up in the arena of the Church,
very structured church everyday, prayer. But the fun part
was participating in the many sports that we were able to.

We had our jobs, obviously, to build
structure and foundation for us as we grow. | think nost
of us started school there in the 9th grade. W all
successfully graduated and noved on to college. And for
All?a‘nce Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448

REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 77

the nost part, | think we're all successful.
The thing that sticks out for me is | was

told | would never be successful inlife. And | don't

remenber what | did to have that told to me. | was amazed
because that came froma priest. | was raised in the
Chur ch.

My grandnot her was traditional, but a very
devout Catholic. M nother as well. Not ny father; he
was renegade. He didn't go to church.

But growing up in that environment and to be
told that really struck me, and it stayed with ne so that
| have been successful innmy life. | graduated college.
| was a council representative for 9 years for ny
community. | worked in the Indian Health Care. | was
professional. And thank you to Indian Health, they also
provi ded ny education and lived in different places based
on ny husband' s career.

So, you know, listening to the stories, sone
of it for me was not good in the sense that | was told
that statenment. But maybe it helped me grow to be the
person that | amtoday. |'mnot sure.

But 1I'mthankful for the tinme that I went to
school at St. John's because, for the nost part, we had a
| ot of fun. And dancing, you know, you had to be careful

We couldn't dance a certain way in the era of the Tw st.
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We had to hide and dance. M favorite group, the Beatles,
wel |, we had to put our radios under the pillows to listen
to our nusic that we wanted to listen to, not the nusic
that the sisters wanted us to listen to. But overall,
there were good experiences.

And thank you, Secretary of the Interior,
for providing this opportunity. W just thank you so
much.

Thank you to Governor Lewis for inviting us
today, and it was a good session.

Thank you.

( Appl ause. )

M5. CHARETTE- KLEIN. Good afternoon.

My name is Ramona Charette-Klein. [|'mfrom
the Turtle Muntain Band of Chippewa, up in North Dakota,
about 7 mles fromthe Canadi an border.

| winter in Arizona, so thank you for your
hospitality today. | spend Cctober to May here.

| do alittle bit of contact work with NABS,
and | asked their office to let me know if and when they
were going to be in Arizona, so | could be here to support
t he cause.

In May, | was very fortunate and honored to
speak on behalf of all of us who are survivors of the

boardi ng school era because | spoke to Congress in hopes
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of passing sone bills.

| don't know if I'ma survivor or if |
conquered. But | attended the boarding school in Fort
Totten, North Dakota, from 1954 to 1958. |'ve got gray
hair, and | don't care.

But | want to share with you today just a
little bit. As | listen to your stories, | try to reflect
and think: How does that inpact ne and ny experience?

So | wll share with you ny persona
experience of abuse. There was physical abuse. And |
really want to know if there were manuals on how matrons
and teachers were taught howto treat us. Because as |
listen to stories, and | listen to people tal king about
their experience, | swear there had to be training on how
to treat children who were taken fromtheir famlies, for
no ot her reason than we are native.

And to beat us. Wen | shared about a board
of education, people knew what | was tal king about. And
It wasn't a governing board. It was a paddle. | had
brui ses on ny back, fromhere to nmy buttocks, to ny upper
thighs, frombeing beaten. | know what it's like to kneel
an a broom handle or a nop handl e and get beaten with that
because | was a child. Because there were no -- there
weren't any -- there weren't any toys or anything to

engage us in, so we played during the night.
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The nmatron would cone in and get ne out of
the bed. And she would say to ne, Ranona Charette, you
get over here. So | could get over there. And | would --
7 years old. And as you can probably tell, I'ma little
under tall, and I was little as a child. So | would kneel
on that board -- on that broomhandle with ny arns
outstretched as she woul d beat ne.

One night she said to nme, Ranpbna Charette,
you get out of -- face the wall, after | got back in bed.

And, you know, when | was kneeling on that
handle, | distinctly renenber -- | distinctly remenber
saying to nyself: You are not going to get the best of ne.
You're not going to take fromne. That has hel ped ne
through the rest of ny life.

But at that nonent, | thought, You're not
going to get the best of me. And she beat ne. Then | got
in bed, and | sleep like this (denonstrating), still do,
and I was looking at -- | was looking at the wall, giving
her the staredown. You ever give anyone the staredown?

You know what |'mtal king about. So | would give her the

st ar edown.

And she said to ne, Ranona Charette, you
face the wall. And | said, Ms. Gaddess (phonetic), there
are four walls in here. | amfacing the wall. Quess

what? | got to get out of bed again and get hit again.
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After those experiences, | did not cry for
decades. 65 years ago, January 12th, ny father died
while | was in boarding school. | did not cry because
they were not going to get the best of ne.

So what inpact did that have on ne? That
| npact, that experience, inpacted ny entire life. |'m
75-1/2 years old. It's difficult to trust. |It's
difficult to trust enotionally. It's difficult to trust
just even sonetimes in a conversation.

O whet her sonebody's going to show up. |
experience feelings of abandonnent because | think of ny
mot her standing on that sidewalk as we were | oaded into
the green bus to be taken to a boarding school.

And | can see it -- still have the inage of
my momburned in my brain and in nmy heart where she was
crying. What does a nother think? She was hel pless. You
either starved and froze -- we were in North Dakota. It
was cold. "Was there a choice?" someone asked ne.

"Didn't your parents have a choice?" Those of us who

lived it, we said, "No, there was no choice. That isn't a
choice." So trusting and feelings of abandonnent.

Lack of confidence: How many tinmes have |
been told that I'ma dunb Indian or that you can't l|earn
over the years of going to -- attending those kinds of
school s.
Allﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448

REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 82

The feelings of |oneliness when you hear
other kids crying at night. | still sometines, when |
think about it, can hear the other girls crying.

Soneone said they went to the Heard Miseum
The school | went to is there. The exhibit that | went to
school at is there. Wen | visited the Heard Museum |
t hought, is that the brown bunk bed that | slept in?
Because it's there,

But that feeling of loneliness, and it could
happen at any tine.

The feeling of hunger: My husband is sitting
right here, and sonetines he chuckles at ne when | go
grocery shopping because | like food. | like to have ny
pantry stocked because of hunger -- because of the hunger.
And | don't |et anybody go hungry.

There's a distance between ny siblings and
myself. | have -- there were four brothers, four ful
brot hers, who are now deceased. But we didn't see each
ot her.

Soneone asked nme: Do you like to visit your
sister? | said, you know, | like the idea of a sister. |
have no idea, really, what that relationship is like. |
envy people who say they have this relationship with their
siblings. That, | think, was stolen from ne.

| hear people tal king about their positive
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experience. And when | think about nmy experience, | also
have sonme positive experiences. And froma 1st grade
teacher -- | was in 1st grade when | went there -- but she
was not my teacher. Her name was Ms. Thel ma Daggs
(phonetic). | believe at the time she was the only bl ack
person in North Dakota. That woman took ne under her

wi ng, and she taught ne | essons that | use today.

She taught me the word errands. Go and do
an errand for her. And when | would do that errand, she
woul d pay me. So the lesson | learned was that if | work,
| get paid.

The | esson she al so taught me would be
rewar ded. She would have saltine crackers on the radiator
with peanut butter. After | was finished doing chores, |
woul d get a snack. So when | have saltine crackers and
peanut better, | think of M. Daggs.

She bought nme the first toy that | ever
remenber having, because we didn't have toys at the
school. She bought ne 20 jacks, two sets of jacks, 20
jacks and two balls, so | could participate in sone of the
t our nament s.

But Ms. Daggs left a positive inpact on ne.
She taught nme that if | worked, I got noney. She taught
me the difference between -- that it was okay to nake a

m st ake, because there is a difference between O eo

AH‘%HCQ Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448
REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 84

cookies and -- the other one -- there is one mlk
chocol ate and one dark chocol ate -- Hydrox cookies. But |
| earned those things fromher. And she has left that
| mpact on ne.

But that boarding school, sonebody said: Dd
t he boardi ng school experience change you?

| have no idea because that's the only
experience | have. | really don't know what | woul d have
been like had | not attended that school. | don't know.

| know what it feels like to be abandoned.
| know what it feels like to be lonely. | know what it
feels like to have a man's hands rub over a little girl's
body in the mddle of the night. | know what it's |ike
when | hear that man wal ki ng down the hal lway and you can
see the lights fromaround the halo fromaround the
flashlight |ooking for someone to touch. Those are
the -- that was the kind of experience | had at that
boar di ng school .

Has it inpacted nmy |life? Absolutely.
Absolutely. It took ne decades and decades to trust.

| am an educator. And | hope | took that

experience to make a difference with the students |

t aught .
Do | have flashbacks? Absolutely.
Absol utely. | have flashbacks. And it changes all of the
T : : . ]
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time,

Thank you for sharing your stories today.
Thank you for connecting. Thank you for your hospitality.

| appreciate you being here and to help this
cause.

Thank you.

( Appl ause. )

M5. STEVENS: Good afternoon.

My name is Yol anda Hart Stevens.

|'"mvery grateful to be here and very
grateful that you have come to our community out here on
the West End. Sone of us here are Piipaash and have had
the same experience but in a slightly different way.

My nother went to Phoenix Indian School. M
father fromFort Yuna, he didn't go to Indian School. M
grandparents were at Phoeni x Indian School. Not a good
experience. And nost of ny Elders shared a | ot of the
t hings that they went through.

And | went there in '70/"'71, Phoenix Indian
School. And you know, | was there. | was in town. |
mean, it was crazy. | didn't know howto be. | didn't
have anyt hi ng.

And sonehow, you know, | was in the Dezba
Dorm There was a north side and south side. But there

was al so a good girls' side and a bad girls' side. | was
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on the bad girls' side.

Because when, you know, we got -- we were
told to do things, you know, | was rebellious, and I would
swing back. So | ended up on the bad girls' side. Stayed
there for a year. | was 12 years ol d.

Soinny mnd, | was always a bad girl, you
know. Always not nmuch to expect to me. Not nuch to -- no
hi gh hopes for me. And so 12 years old. You know, | |ook
at 12-year-olds today, and | think ny god, you know, the
things | was told and the way that | was treated, the
things that happened with that nentality, the talk, the
words, just the mentality in and of itself, | think, you
know, no wonder.

But, you know, being there I nmet a | ady,
Mary Loui se Frenchman. She was Sioux; right? Sioux. And
| just recently got reacquainted with her. And | didn't
get along with her. She was one of the teachers, English
readi ng teachers.

Then one day she told me she was Nati ve,
too, and | never -- | was shocked. 12 years old, bad
girl, not worth nuch. How does a Native person get
educated and becone a teacher? How could she be ny
teacher? You know, and fromthat tine forward, '70/'71
you know, | always thought of her. She never left ny

mnd. And like | said, she came to see ne |ast year, and
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we got reacquainted after all of these years.

She was a light. You know, she was it from
that time. | net a lot of people. | |ook around here
today, and | was |ooking for some of ny classmates there.
And | don't -- nmaybe | don't recogni ze anybody, but |
don't see many. | don't see anybody.

But, you know, the other side, too, was that
sitting here, | can relate to what people -- the stories
that people were telling.

And ny daughter was here with me earlier.
She's a young lady. | mean, she's 40 years old, but she's
my daughter.

And her father and the 10 brothers and
sisters, they all went over here to St. John's. And they
had their own experience.

But she's always heard us refer to boarding
school one way or another. And sonebody was telling a
story earlier about shoes. And she kind of |aughed, you
know, |ooked at me. And she said, |Is that kind of why you
have a shoe hang-up? And |'mlike, Yes. And she kind of
| aughed, and she started crying. And she sat here and she
just cried listening to the stories. |Is that what you
guys really went through? | nean, she's not a kid, but
she is -- it's not that she didn't believe, but all of the

stories that you guys have shared today have really

AH‘%HCQ Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448

REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779




© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE

THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 88
brought it to light for her. And she left. | was just
talking to her, you know. And she's still having a hard

tine. You know, knowing that this was the life that we
l'ived, nyself, ny nom ny grandfather, you know. All of
the stories he told, same thing, sane thing, you know.

Agai n, you know, we are Piipaash, from here.
My father is Kwatsaan from Fort Yuma where | came from
was born there and then came this way.

But because of that, because of boarding
school, my nmomenrolled me when | was 12. And years |ater
when | got in ny late 20s, early 30s, because | was dually
enrolled and didn't know it, 'cause | was born over there,

| got disenrolled fromboth tribes.

And | got mad. And I'mlike, | don't need
guys, tribal people, you know. | don't need nothing from
you. | had ny three children; | have a son and two girls,
and | went three years without tribal status. And |
didn't care, you know.

| still showed, you know, Santa Fe and
Heard, you know. | know who | am | know where | cone
from But | still had to have that tribal ID, and | was
really mad at tribal government, period, anybody, that
they can do that to us. They can | ook at me one day and
say, Ckay, scratch you off the list; you' re not an Indian
anynore. | won't repeat what | said to a few people. But
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unfortunately, |I had to get back to have a tribal status,
not for nyself, but for ny kids. Because it came to the
poi nt where if anything happened or sonething, you know,
they lose their tribal status. That came fromthe Indian
School. That's kind of a weird situation.

But, you know, so anyway, she's hearing al
of these stories, and she's sitting here. And |ike I
said, she said, You guys nade it really real, whoever
spoke, and whoever spoke to her, you really brought it to
life.

The whole idea that this is a healing
session, this is healing; it's good that she has an
understanding. It's good that she doesn't have to al ways
believe Mommy. She's hearing it fromeverybody el se, that
that's the reality, the harsh reality.

And maybe | ama bad girl. Maybe I'Il be a
bad girl all of my life, you know, because that's what
they told me. | don't care, you know. | know who | am
| know where | come from And we are pipa kivay
(phonetic) fromhere. You're on the West End. So when
you guys go back that way, don't just say "Gla River."
You say, "West End." That's where you're at.

(Laughter.)

One nmore thing very quickly, you know,

again, back to the healing -- that's right, Governor, West
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End -- you know, one thing about the healing is that, |
woul d I'i ke to acknow edge, | would like for you to

acknow edge, you know, there are, for instance, Idyllwld
| ndi an School, in Idyllwld, California, in Muntain
Kuwaya (phonetic) territory. Those guys are doing amazing
t hi ngs.

My friend Wendy took me up there in '95
| 've been going up every year. M girls went to summer
school there. They offer alot. It's a different kind of
boardi ng school, so to speak. But | think that needs to
be acknow edged. | think what you're doing -- this
healing is all about our expression of the things that
happened that weren't good, but on the other hand,
Shaliyah Ben is doing things in Idyllwld, California, for
the Mountain Kuwaya in many of us.

So there is sone light. It can be taken a
different direction. There are positive things that are
comng fromthis whole situation, and, yes, that's going
to be a part of the healing because in the Indian way, you
don't have all dark, you've got to have the light, too, to
have the balance. And | think that's the light.

| continue to go back there. MW
granddaughter is 13. She's going to be starting high
school over there at the boarding school, and yet we talk

about this. That's Sumrer's daughter. And she went hone,
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and she was telling her about what it was |ike; what she
hear d.

So these are just some things | would |ike
to acknow edge, you know. that there are sone positive
situations that are comng fromit because of this. It's
not going to, you know, fix things, but, you know, a part
of the healing is going in a different direction. And,
you know, you've touched on everything that I've
experi enced.

And | have to say about the |anguage, |
mean, no disrespect to anybody, but, you know, | was
growi ng up and being a bad girl, you know, and being in
town, you know, ny nomwould say to me, learn howto talk
like the white people. Go do this and talk for us because
you know how to talk like white people, and that was the
mentality. No accent. Talk like a white wonan. And |
didn't know, but nmy nother told me that, and that's what |
di d.

And today, | guess |I'mpresenting nyself as
Native, |ndigenous, here in |ndigenous Country but
speaking like a white wonan. And that's okay, because |
get that, too, frompeople: Ch, you look all Native, but
you sound |like a white woman. | get that. But you've got
to laugh, all of these little weirdo things that happen

al ong the way.
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And | believe to be attached to that
mental ity, that upbringing, and especially, just the
total, total, desecration of our people, ny Elders, ny
famly -- but we're going to survive it just like we
al ways do. W have to find a good way, keep a good
attitude.

And, again, | really ask you to try to
I ncorporate sonething with Shaliya Ben in Idyllwld School
of Arts. It's really developing. If you're not famliar
withit, I'll make sure you get the information.

Thank you.

( Appl ause. )

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: Here first and then
here.
M5. JACKSON: Good afternoon.

My name is Laverne Jackson. | live here in
District 66 M famly cones fromDistrict 3.

My nother is the late Shirley Ann Evans
Jackson. She grew up in Blackwater, District 1, and
that's where she's laid to rest.

My father is the late Verton Jackson, Sr.
He's from Snake Town, and that is where heis laid to
rest.

And in the md-'70s, ny nother -- we noved
here. It was a housing issue. It was a problem back
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then, just as it is today.

She noved us here across the street to the
HUD housing. W came from Sacaton, and where we |ived, we
had an out house, no running water, no electricity, and we
lived in ny Gandpa Henry Shurz's honme. It was a little
shack, and we called it the sugar shack. It didn't |ook
| i ke much fromthe outside, patched up with ply board and
cardboard, and his home is where the last recogni zed chi ef
Antoni o Azul, where his hone was. That's where we |ived.

So when we noved here, to 205 Redbird
Crcle, we thought we were rich. W had running water.

We had an inside toilet. W could flip the switch and the
l'ights could come on. Little did we know we were |iving
i n HUD housing, but we thought we were rich,.

So we grew up here. | believe | was 4th,
5th grade. W lived here, and ny nother becane associ ated
with all of the wonen here fromthe parish: the late Sally
Pabl o, Ruth Gff, Marcella Gff, Phyllis Gff. They just
kind of took her under their wng, and she got involved
with the Catholic church here.

And the thing that cones to mnd, after
sitting here listening to everybody: W went out to
forage; we went out to Santa Cruz with all of these women
to pick spinach. And they gave us knives to cut the

spinach. And we stayed out there all afternoon. And al
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they were doing was speaking O odham and they were

| aughing. And | didn't have a clue what they were saying,
but all that norning, and into the afternoon, we finally
came home. We went back to Sally's house and nade -- they
processed t he spinach.

So we finally went back hone to 205, and |
told ny -- | asked ny nother, What were you guys talking
about? | said, It sounded so beautiful to hear you guys
speak the | anguage.

And she goes, Ch, just this and that. And,
you know, They were just talking crazy.

And so | asked her, and | had never asked
her this question before, | said, Wy didn't you teach us?
Teach ne? Teach us how to speak Pima?

And she got emptional -- sorry if | do.

| was sitting here telling nmy friend here.
He is a teacher here in the agriculture department. |
said, | want to speak, but |look at my hands; they are just
shaking. And he said, I'll ask for the mc for you.

So ny nother's response was, she started
sharing the story with me of what happened to her when she
went to Escuela. She said, We used to get punished for
speaki ng O odham

And she said, One tine, | was caught and ny

teacher reprimanded me. She said that she was put in
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trouble, kind of |ike what people call time-out now But
she wasn't allowed to | eave the roomthat they were
staying in, and she couldn't go eat.

She said her and her friend tried to -- they
t hought they could just wal k back to Sacaton to Bl ackwat er
where she was from So they tried to wal k away, but they
caught them and they took them back. So she was in
trouble.

So to avoid the punishment she said she hid
ina trunk that she kept her clothes in. And | don't know
I f you renmenber those big trunks that you could pack your
stuff in; she said she hid in there. And then her friend
woul d bring her food to eat.

And she cried about it. She said, That's
why | never taught you because we always -- before here,
we always went to the public school. She says, | didn't
teach you because | didn't want you to be beaten. |
didn't want you to be deprived of anything for speaking
your |anguage. That's why | never taught you, just
because of the things that | went through. And she went
to Escuel a.

My grandnot her, her name is Edith Azul, a
direct descendent of our |ast recognized chief, Chief
Antonio Azul. She also went to Escuela. And ny cousin

Rol and was here, and he spoke about it.
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story.

She told nme that she and her brother,

Ford, and we had to sit in the runble seat all the

t here --

money to cone.
wi t hout being able to visit.

So those are just a couple of things
wanted to share.

grandnother that I'd like to try to get archived.

it looks very mlitarized.

| never asked her questions about anything
she went through. But, you know, just hearing that from
my nother, it was sad to hear. She never spoke about it.

She never spoke about it, other than that tinme, that

CGeorge

Evans -- she said, | don't even know how old we were, but

we were small. Sonebody took us in the back of a Mdel T

way to

Tucson. She said, It was hot, and we had to stop and put

water in that little truck, whatever it was. And we got

And | said, Well, when did you cone hone?
She said, | don't ever renenber com ng hone,.
| said, Well did your nomgo visit you?

She said, No, because she didn't have the

So I don't know how much years they went

t hat |

| have a photo al bumthat bel onged to ny

wanted to bring it here today to see -- just to show, and
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| forgot. | wanted to share: | asked ny
mot her what her puni shment was. One of the punishnents
that she got was she had to pick the lice out of other
little girls' hair as punishnent.

Anot her thing | wanted to share, and it's
hard for ne to share this part because |'ve shared it wth
very few people. As a child, | was abused sexually, and
It was by -- not an imediate famly nenber, but an
extended famly nenmber. And this person told me that if |
ever told anybody that he would kill ny nother and cut her
up and bury her in different places where she coul d never
be found.

So after that, | never spoke. | was afraid
to speak because | was afraid that that would slip out and
| would share it with sonebody. So all ny life, I've been
kind of a quiet person. | don't say nuch, but when | do,
| try to speak nmy mnd.

| wouldn't talk as a child. So we went to
Monroe School in Phoenix. | believe | was maybe in
ki ndergarten, 1st grade. And | wouldn't speak because |
was afraid that | would tell soneone what was goi ng on.

So ny teacher thought | was deaf. So they
did all kinds of hearing tests, and they found out, No,
she can hear.

So then she thought that | was Mexican, and
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| didn't know how to speak English. So they put ne in the
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bilingual class, and | just sat there. | didn't know what
was going on. | just sat there day after day.

And one day | really had to use the
restroom so | raised ny hand. And the teacher called on
me, and | said, May | go to the restroonf

And she said, You speak! You speak! You
speak English! And they were all amazed.

| got to go to the restroom and they sent
me back to ny regular classroom

So this abuse went on, but as | -- it was
sonething | had to deal with, you know, grow ng up.

And as | becane an adult, we went back to
Sacaton for a funeral or sonething. And | cane
face-to-face with the person who abused me as a child.
And all of those feelings came back over me: the terror,
the pain, the enbarrassment, the guilt. Because | always
t hought it was ny fault.

And when everything was over, we were
getting ready to |leave to go back to Phoenix. And | nust
have been about 18; |'mnot too sure. And | thought, |I'm
going to confront this person. And he was old by then.
was scared. | was terrified, but | nade nyself go.

And he had this |Iook on his face because he

knew he knew what he did to ne.
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And | just said, Hello, how are you doi ng?
| said, I'd just like to talk to you.

And he seemed terrified. | said, | just
want to ask you a question.

He said, What's that?

| said, Wiy did you do that to me? | was
powerless as a child. Wy did you do that to ne?

So we just started talking. And he started
tal ki ng about his boarding school experience. He said, |
guess that's where | learned it. He said, Wen | was a
smal | boy, that's what they did to me. And | think that's
where | learned it. Because after com ng honme, that was a
sickness that | had.

So | just wanted to share that.

A lot of people cane home -- and like the
El der over here said -- as products. So this man, in his
old age, | was finally able to confront him

|'msorry. |'mshaking again.

He canme back. He was a product of the
boar di ng school .

But | had to forgive himso that | can be
okay, and | told himthat. | said, | forgive you. |
lived with it. | became an al coholic dealing with that
trauma. And that's a direct product of this boarding
school system He was a product. M nother was a
Allﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448

REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 100

product. And | feel that the systemrobbed ne. It robbed
me of ny |anguage, and it robbed me of ny chil dhood.

But | know that after getting sober and
obtaining sobriety, that | had to forgive all of the
people who hurt me. And |'ve |earned that the addictions
that people face come froma place of pain. And | see it
when | go down to 51st and Baseline. | see all of those
young ki ds out there hooked on Fentanyl.

And | just think, God, | wonder what they
went through. | wonder what it is that's driving themto
that. And | know that Fentanyl is a whole other nonster.

But it's intergenerational trauma where they
are lost. They don't know who they are because our
culture was taken fromus through that school system CQur
| anguage was taken fromus through that school system

But I want to thank all of the |anguage
teachers that are here, and Governor Rhodes for
maki ng education and culture one of his big initiatives.
And he's pushed it ever since he's been in office. And
|'"mvery thankful for that. Because |I'mable to take the
classes and learn, |learn how to speak our beautiful
| anguage that | heard as a child. It's like hearing
soneone talk -- read poetry. That's how | see it and how
| hear it.

| just wanted to share those couple of
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stories. There's nore. You know, everybody has the
traunma stories, and we do have sone good stories, too.

My nmother net a lot of sisters at that
school, people that were fromher comunity that went, and
they all became close, and they were close until her dying
day.

But | feel that the boarding school robbed
me. And 1'm60, and |' mbarely able to publicly speak
that. | feel robbed.

But I want to thank everybody for being here
and sharing and giving me the courage to share.

And this is a monunental day -- | don't know
if we all realize it -- to have these dignitaries here.
Thi s has never happened before in our Indian country.

But when you go to the other end -- | want
to kind of piggyback off of what Ms. Hart said -- it's
the West End. But | always call it when | go to the other
end, | call it the Best End.

Are you goi ng home, now?

Yeah, I'mgoing back to the Best End. So
that's how | refer to it.

But thank you.

( Appl ause. )

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: We' Il cone over

here to this speaker, then we will take a short, you know,
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10-m nute break for water and refreshments. And then
we'll, | think, reconvene after that.

M5. SUN.  Good afternoon.

My name is Janice Sun. |'man Elder. |
cone from Piipaash Chum sh (phonetic), the People's
Nation, Maricopa colony. |'malso an Elder. | reside in
District 7.

And | want to speak about ny grandparents.
They spoke the | anguage fluent. They were fluent.

My nother -- they were al so whi pped when
they were in school. They were told to speak Engli sh.
These stories were told to us when we were snall.

| attended St. John's m ssion school. | was
also told put your hands out, and | was whipped with a
rul er.

| felt it firsthand. 1'mnot fluent, but I
did have the opportunity to go to U of A and work with the
| anguage. Qur famly hosts our songs. And we were raised
traditionally.

So | just want to conme before you today and
thank you for comng out to hear this. And to try to make
change for the future generations to cone.

| cone to you today to state for the record
that the intergenerational grief fromhistorical traum

experienced by nmy famly menbers, neaning ny grandparents
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and my nother, others in the Indian Nation First Country.

| just want to say that it is passed from
generation to generation due to forced relocation, |and
di spositions, loss of spiritual practices, |anguages.

Language and culture and our |ivelihood and
spiritual ways are not the sane as -- our spiritual ways
are not the same as the Akinmel O odham W have no voi ce.
We have no cultural representation.

The current tribal reservation officer does
not know our traditional ways or beliefs, sacred sites and
burial grounds. Culture and identity is conbined with our
history, health and our land since tine inmenorial.

We are a mnority in a genocide in 2023 with
the nentioned issues. And | call upon you today for
change. Then, again, we are a second mnority within the
tribe of Gla River, anmongst the Akimel O odham which is
the dom nant tribe that outnunbers our people by 20, 000.
Boundary between cul tural -defined groups, that structure,
ethnic interactions, relevant to the cultural differences.
|'d like to ask about -- 1'd like to call on change.

And, one, I'd like to ask about renam ng the
| ndi an School Road to Ira Hayes Boulevard. Two, I'd like
to ask about granting all tribal nations first rights at

pur chasi ng back public and private |and at three tribal

passports, so we can travel for -- a pathway for a
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separate and equal tribal governnent. W have two tribes
here and one government.

|"d like to say Novenber 3rd, 2020, a |ot of
| ands were put on a ballot vote and given to District 6 to
create policy wthout |andowner consent.

Now, current today, they're having a nmeeting
in our district. Those individuals that reside there were
given 90 days to nove over here to 6 and get their
services. A lot of themare Piipaash. They don't want to
cone here. This is not their way. They want to stay
within District 7. It's a hot topic in our district.

We have the highest poverty, suicide,
addi ction, unenployment rates. W have the | owest
education and life expectancy. W face water crisis,
| anguage, MM W

And | see the failure to protect sacred
sites in the environment, |ocations |ike Skunk Canp.
Sacred and religious sites nust be protected.

Qur district wote a letter in opposition to
HR2509, HR4880 and S409. CQur belief is that our -- is
that traditionally Tenpe Butte, Four Peaks, Yavapai
County, San Franci sco Peaks, and Beekwamay (phonetic)
where we canme off the mountain in Needles, California,
hol d our cures, and those places are being desecrated or

they are running the bad water off of some of the
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mountains. And | feel those sites need to be protected.

|"d like to ask to end the | ease of CAP
water to Rio Tinto in the 50- and 100-year |eases in the
surrounding nunicipalities, especially Chandl er and Mesa.
And for us to give themclean water and us to be -- the
effluent water to be pushed back on us. | feel it's not
right.

And |'d like to ask how an exenption coul d
be granted to a foreign corporation. And with George
Qgilvie, the CEO of Arizona Sonoran Copper Conpany,
entering into a partnership with Ro Tinto, joins B & M
Bl oonberg to discuss the Cactus Project saying copper is a
safe bet for the green energy transition, as tier 2 water
restrictions went into effect for Arizona, January 1st,
2023. Rio Tinto is getting ready to drain and poison
anot her underground aquifer 45 mles south of Phoenix
wi t hout any federal restrictions or permtting.

And 1'd just like to say, you know, help

with these issues for our people, for the generations to

come. And make change, you know.
' mthankful that you all came out to hear
this.
Thank you.
( Appl ause.)
ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: Thank you very
Alfﬁnce Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448
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much.

We're going to take a short break now. It's
3:10. And we're going to aimto be back in here at 3:20,
so 10 mnutes to get some refreshnents and get some fresh
air, stretch your legs. And we'll get back in.

Thank you.

(Recess: 3:10 p.m - 3:30 p.m)

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: We' Il go through
anot her hour and see where we are at that tine.

So our mc runners, can | see where you're
at? Ckay.

It mght be helpful if we posted two closer
to the front and two closer to the back.

All right. At this tinme, if anybody w shes
to share your experiences or your famly's experiences at
federal Indian boarding schools, 1'd |like to give you an
opportunity to speak.

| just -- before we get to that, | just want
to note that | know that there are so many issues across
| ndi an country that we have to work on. W want to nake
sure that this space is available, though, for those
famlies and those people that went to those boarding
schools to share their experience, and we've got a big
team here fromacross the departnent in the federa

government. We'll be happy to get information if there
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are other issues that you want to raise with us.
We' || start with this gentleman in the blue.
MR. TORRES. Hell o everyone.

My nane is Rudy Torres.

|'m (indiscernible) and I'm here from West
End.

My not her and both ny grandnothers were
products of boarding schools. They went to St. John's
right here down the road and also to Sherman in Riverside.

First and forenobst, | want to thank all of
the Elders for sharing your stories of your traumas today.
| appreciate it.

First off, growing up, ny grandnother had a
burn on her hand, top of her hand, and she always told us
It was frommaking fry bread. You know, we believed it.
It wasn't until | got older that | l[ater |earned that
whi | e she was at boarding school, they weren't allowed to
speak their |anguage, and they tried to communicate
bet ween each ot her.

Sorry about that guys. | didn't know the
mc was that |ow

So they were trying to comunicate with hand
| anguage, and they were caught. One day she was caught
whil e going to the restroomor going to the showers, and

they used to have to carry kerosene | anps, and while she
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was doing so, as part of her punishnent, the Sister took
the kerosene | anp and poured the oil on her hands for
trying to comunicate w thout speaking English, so she had
third-degree burns all over her hand, and they never told
us why.

My ot her grandnother, when she passed away,
we found tons of food stored around her house in the nost
odd pl aces. Thankfully we have our community that does
the elderly nmeals, and they bring our elderly daily neals.
So some days she didn't eat those nmeals fully, or she
woul d store them So when she passed away, we found in
her deep freezer and all throughout her house different
meal s hi dden around her house. And we found out |ater on,
It was because she was starved at these boarding schools
as part of her punishment.

She woul d go days w thout being fed, and her
friends were not allowed to feed her. |If the kids were
caught feeding her, they would receive sone type of
disciplinary action as well.

So she was traumatized fromthis and started
hoardi ng food around her house. And that was just one of
the products fromthese boarding schools. |'mnot trying
to be | ong-w nded or anything.

|'"mgoing to go past all that and just want

to talk about -- alittle bit nore about statistics.
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According to BIA's 2021 statistics, only 29 percent of
Native Anerican students graduate high school. Three
percent graduate college. And those nunbers aren't where
they should be, and I think we could all agree.

So ny question is: W see this history of
boar di ng school s and what they've done to our communities;
what they've done to our people. Wiy do we keep putting
into then? Wy do we keep trusting then? Wiy do we keep
going along with thenf

Wy don't we give back to our comunity or
bring these kids home, back to our comunity, and work on
our reservation, and put education here on our
reservation? Wy don't we have a high school here? |
don't understand that.

| know we had one before and it failed, and
it was due to, | guess, disciplinary, educators giving up
onit, and they couldn't fill those positions.

So why don't we turn to another outlet? Wy
didn't we try another education systenf

W have Montessori schools that we coul d
have tried. W could have tried sone different type of
education, but we didn't. W shut it down and we relied
on these boarding school s again, sending our children back
across the states off of our reservation and just

colonizing even nore. And | don't understand it.
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So, with that being said, | just -- | want
to know why we're building a fourth casino and not a high
school here on our reservation

So thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MS. RHODES: (Comments in native |anguage.)

Good day. M nane is Eliana Rhodes. [|'m
the current Junior Mss Gla River.

First of all, I want to salute our elderly
for their bravery for telling their stories.

|"mtrying not to get enotional

We talk a | ot about intergenerational
traunma, and | think when us youth hear this, in a way, we
feel it as well.

My great-great-grandfather was Wl ter
Rhodes. He attended Phoeni x Indian School at 3 years ol d.
He was forcibly taken. And his parents, obviously, like
many ot hers, had no choice as well. He was so young, they
gave himthe nane Walter Rhodes. That's how we got our
| ast name. He doesn't renenber his name, nor did he
remenber when he was born. So we never knew his actual
age when he passed. | know our famly says he thinks he
was born sonmetime in the fall, so they automatically just
gave hima randombirthday just sonetine in the fall.

|'d also like to talk about mnmy grandnot her

AH‘%HCQ Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448
REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 111

who, unfortunately, couldn't make it today. She also went
to St. Johns, like many of our Elders here in District 6.

Hearing everybody's stories really nmakes you
real i ze everybody really did have a different experience
in these schools. Sonme were worse than others, and sone
had better experiences.

My grandnot her, fortunately, she had a
not - so- bad experience. But she witnessed a | ot of things
that she still renenbers and still tells me to this day.

She al ways tal ks about how sonetines she
used to get smacked with a ruler and how there were a
couple times sone girls would joke around in the O odham
| anguage to one another. \Wen they were caught, they
woul d get soap in their mouth or slapped around, or their
hair pulled, or even just smacked with the ruler once
agai n.

It's kind of hard to talk about, and being
an indigenous youth is hard. Sorry.

The lady in the back here, she repeatedly
said multiple times how she felt robbed. She repeatedly
said how she felt robbed, and not only do our elderly feel

that way, but us as indigenous youth feel that way every

singl e day.
Not only am| Akinel O odham |'malso
Tohono O odham Cheyenne, Lakota, Pawnee and Choctaw. [|'m
T . . . ]
Alliance Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448

REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 112

a very proud indi genous woman. But, unfortunately, |
don't really know where | cone from especially being
adopted and taken in by the wonan | now call ny
grandnot her and the person | now call ny father. Every
day it seenms |like an identity crisis just because |'m
trying not to forget ny way in life.

Gow ng up, | watched nmy famly fall to
al coholism and physical abuse ran in ny famly,
especially tome. | tell my people all the time, |'mvery
vocal , because | am an ambassador for our tribe, and I'm
not ashaned of what they went through. And physical abuse
and al coholism | now realize, comes fromthe boarding
school error. Before then, alcoholismwasn't involved in
our conmmunities and neither was physical abuse.

Qur peopl e | oved one another, and they took
care of one another. They didn't ever want to
hurt -- they didn't ever want to hurt each other,
especially not their own children or their own
grandchi | dren.

So as an I ndigenous youth, |"'mpretty sure |
can speak for many youth in here as well, we are trying to
make change, and we are so glad that you guys are here

today listening to not only the Elders, but listening to

us as well.
We are trying to balance living in two
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worl ds: the white man's way, and our way of life that we
were brought up in, that we are supposed to be living in

This is definitely a healing journey. 1It's
definitely not going to happen overnight. And this is
just the start of it.

So, again, thank you both for |istening.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. MLTON: Good afternoon

And thank you once again for comng to our
"Best Side."

There's a lot to be said about all these
children, all these parents, that felt these heartaches.

| went to high school, and I thought | was
gonna be safe there because of a trauma at home. |
t hought | woul d be safe because it was a Catholic school.

But guess what? |t wasn't.

| went to school here at St. John's. But |
could only last two years because of the nuns.

| could not believe -- growing up, | was
taught this and | was taught that about Christianity, the
Bible, Catholic. But, as | growed up, a |lot of those
things, | find out are, |ike they say, are not -- nobody
can be like Christ. Nobody can be |ike Jesus. Jesus has

us. Jesus knows us, but he knows that nobody can by |ike
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Christ.

And | always used to think that the nuns and
the priests would be because they nade a prom se, and they
married the Lord.

But it turns out where a |ot of themhurt ne
I n grade school and in high school, so | left. | only
took two years of it.

Sone of the things that happened here at
St. Johns, | don't want to nention. But | thought -- ny
mom and dad sent ny younger brothers to Phoenix Indian.
|'"ma product of -- of -- stepchild.

When | was over here at St. Johns, ny nom
and dad didn't hardly come. | watched parents come bring
their kids goodi es, goodie boxes, goodie bags, plus
sandwi ches. They'd sit out and eat under the trees
together. But that wasn't so for ne.

But when ny younger brothers went to Phoeni x
| ndi an, they were over there. So | thought since that's
the way these nuns treated me here, that | wanted to
switch. So | asked and begged ny nom because ny dad
al ways said no, ny stepdad.

And so | asked ny nom And she tal ked him
into sending ne over there, so | went over there. It
seens like it was worse there than over here. Here | got

hit by rulers, books. But over there, sexual abuse,
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physi cal abuse, just because they didn't like you. The
dormtory |eaders, they make you do this, nake you do
t hat .

| tried to tell people that | felt would
listen. | tried to tell nmy parents. M stepdad just said
‘cause | was naughty. | tried to be ny best just so they
could love nme like my younger brothers. 'Cause the kids
that came after me, that are younger than ne, all bel ong
to this man, ny stepfather

Through nmy life, when these kids said, She
didit, | got the broom the belt, the hose, a rake, tree
l'i mb, whatever they could get their hands on, table spoon.
And | thought, when | grow up, that's not going to go on
under my roof.

Anyway, the lady that was here tal ked about
Phoeni x Indian's outings. Well, at the time | went there,
they let us go out and work for other people and do
housekeepi ng and stuff, you know. | thought to nyself,
"Il sign up for it so | can get ny own noney to get ny
own things. Little did | know that | would face those
t hi ngs out there too.

| thought the white people would be nicer.
One day | did sone ironing for this lady. And she said |
didn't iron it right, and she told ne howto do it. And

the second tinme, | didn't crease it right, and she turned
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around and got the iron and hit ne upside the head.

Sonebody said they called themwhat? Stupid
| ndi ans. Exactly. That's what they always say. And |
hated those words. | told ny kids: Don't ever cal
anybody stupid. Don't ever let me hear you call anybody
stupid. And they never knew why, but that is why.

The other incident: | went to clean this
couple's -- old couple's place. And | got done. By that
time, the lady had gone to the grocery store. And the nan
was supposed to pay ne. And he said, | wasn't gonna get
paid till | dothis. He told me to go lay on the bed. |
said no. He tried to pull me by the hair.

And, see, all this stuff | forgot until the
| ady spoke about the outings. Like | said, if I left
hone, | thought | was gonna be safe.

Even our own Indian people didn't treat us
so nice if they didn't |like you. You got the wong end of
any kind of stick.

On the upside, | did experience sonme
pl easant tines at Pl because of our principal. He took a
liking to ne and another girl, a Hual apai, and the other
one was an Apache boy. And sonetines he would give us
money to go to novies 'cause he says that the things we
do, we help people. W're nice; we do our work. Even

though | wasn't good at math. | was a D on math. But he
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al ways said that | had good grades.

And he sent us to Paul's Renodeling School.
At first when they told us what to do and how to do it, |
t hought | coul d never do that because | don't want -- |
didn't want to open up to no nore people.

It's just like | wanted to grow up, get a
job and get ny own house, and |I'd be safe in that house.

| went back home after high school. | did
what | could in the house, but it wasn't good enough for
ny stepdad. He threw ne out. He said | was drinking.
don't like drinking. | triedit, but | don't like
dri nki ng.

But anyway, | went to -- a |ady picked ne
up, and I went to -- over there in Sacaton, the Career
Center is what they called it. | went to school there.
Then when | got finished with schooling there, | went to
-- my instructor took me to Coolidge where | got a job
over there as a nurse assistant at the nmentally retarded
village on the other side of Coolidge. That was good.

But I net a white man in Coolidge because |
got an apartnent out there. And it took me a year and a
half, a year and a half to be able to say yes to this man
that wanted to marry me. He says he fell in love with nme
at first sight, and | don't believe the first sight deal.

He woul d sit outside ny porch, and | would sit on ny couch
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inside. And we would tal k.

But guess what? This man gave nme all the
| ove that a heart can give. | had two boys that weren't
his, and he treated themlike they were his.

We had a good 23 years, and that |ast year
bef ore he passed way, all those years he always told ne,
Just stay home, take care of the kids and the hone. And
that |ast year he -- | don't know what possessed ne to ask
himif | could work. | said | wanted to work at the
casino. That's when we started with the little one, the
Snokey House.

Anyway, he was the only -- | think about the
only white man that | really trusted and becane -- we
becane one. | never knew what |ove could be fromthe
whol e heart. There are men out there that will tell you:
| love you; | love you, but just alittle bit or half,
whi ch is not enough.

And when | lost him | was scared. Because,
you see, when | was growi ng up, 5 years old, ny stepfather
mol ested ne until | left home. So I know when | grew up,
| was scared

And then when ny husband left, it was |ike
an arnor |lifted off of me. And there | was again. | went
back to work, over here at the Vee Quiva. | was wal ki ng

down that wal kway. There was a nman that was wal ki ng
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behi nd me.

My stomach started to shake. M |egs
started to shake. | couldn't really walk, so | ducked
into a bathroom And | cried, and | cried, and | cried.

These boarding schools, |ike Torres said,
why do we have to have t hem when we coul d have had our own
on our own reservations? Go to school and come back hone
li ke we did in grade school ?

But these are sone of the things that we
went through, and | guess the -- our elderly back then,
and, yes, it angers me so much when | hear about these
kids that were done |ike this.

And sone of these priests, they got away
withit. These nuns, they got away with things.

And at the sane tine, the same question
begin to bug ny mnd. These kids were in these boarding
school s back then, and they cane up mssing. Wo knows
where they are. Does anybody care?

| would ask my question -- that question
constantly.

My nom taught me to trust in the Lord, and
when ny husband left, | got so angry with the Lord. |
didn't want to pray; | didn't want to hear of Hm |
didn't want to tal k about H m because ny husband woul d

cook with me, clean with me. W would do everything
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together. You ask anybody. They know he was always at ny
side. He was always with me and ny boys.

But how can you imagi ne a nother going
t hrough having to yank the baby out of her arns, the kids?
It hurts me just as nuch as getting an iron hit on the
side of nmy face. Luckily, nothing happened to nme, nothing
broke. | got bruised and everything, but | guess | was
| ucky at that.

But I'd like to say too, to the two of you
up there: Thank you so very nuch for giving us the
opportunity to speak our m nds.

| know -- well, | don't really knowif ny
story is a product of what happened back then for our
el derly, but I know a lot of the things | do are because
of what | experienced in the boarding school and at hone.

All 1 ask is that you see to it that these
t hings are not happening in the boarding schools now
because a | ot of our kids are still going to boarding
school. What choice do they have?

Right now a | ot of the parents are not
sending their kids to boarding schools because of these
things. They're sending themout here into towns nearby,
which | don't knowif it's good or bad. But everything
that | went through, I wish | never went through.

| was crying for ny grandma because when ny
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st epdad woul d spank me and send ne to bed with no food, |
woul d take off. \Wen they would fall asleep, | would take
off. W lived way on that side of Rachel, that end of the
village, and there is a ditch that's like a field away. |
woul d run through the ditch, and run through the field
through the ditch all the way down at mdnight, just to
get away from him and seek the confort of ny grandma.

She always |istened to ne. She
al ways believed nme. Next morning, we'd be marching down
|ra Hayes Boul evard, all the way to the other side. And
she woul d have a fit wth ny parents.

| al ways remenber back in the day when the
| adi es used to put the Blue Bird sack on their head just
to cover their ears fromthe cold. She would put one on
me, and | didn't like it.

But she woul d grab ny hand, and we would go
down to nmy noms. But she always had -- she always had --
It looked like a sleeping bag rolled up at the foot of her
bed. And she would roll it out. It was just a bunch of
bl ankets. But she would roll it out right there where she
lay. She always said that she wanted to nake sure |'m
right there.

Now, ny nom-- mny grandma on either side has
never really tal ked about their experience with school,

hi gh school .
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But ny grandfather on ny noms side, well,
both sides, ny grandfather was well known for the
teachings of the Pina | egends. And our |anguage was
al ways spoken fluently in our house. And | tried to speak
It as much as | can to whoever knows what |'m saying.

And ny grandfather on ny dad -- ny real
dad's side was known for his paintings, his art. He
painted the nurals in Ak-Chin Flats, Blackwater,

St. Peter's. He painted Holy Fam |y pictures, the
shepherd with his sheep. And sone of them got ruined here
back by the storms and stuff. And they tried to ask -- |
was one of themthat they tried to ask to do the
touch-ups. | do painting and artwork, but | could never
touch up what ny grandfather had put on those walls.

But to say that all these things happened
with the kids at boarding schools, | wish there was a few
peopl e that were appointed to check -- not -- not -- by
not letting themknow, but comng in by surprise and
checking on these people that are Indian people that are
sonetimes working in the boarding schools, but some of
themare not good with the kids.

One tinme we had a Powow at PI. M
boyfriend wal ked me back fromthe football field to the
dormway back there. It was called Mntezuna. MW

boyfriend kissed me. And this |ady that was at ny
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dormtory, cane running out, pushed me, and | fell on the
steps. And ny boyfriend stunbled this way.

| mean, it wasn't like a -- like a real |ong
kiss or anything. | mean, he just gave ne a kiss on
the -- yeah, it was on nmy lips, but she found that so
dirty and nasty. She said some pretty nasty things.

And then when we went -- when | went in, |
went to ny room One of my roommates cane out, cane into
the roomand said Ms. So-and-So wants to see you.

| went to the office. She closed the door.

And | said why are you closing the door?
And we have -- they have this big, old wi ndow. Al nost
like this (indicating) behind her desk, and she had it
cl osed.

| said why are you closing the door? How
cone the curtains are closed? 'Cause | -- when she told
me that | should get in the dormright away --

And | forgot, | made a smart alec remark as
to ne being a -- I"'mnot a vanpire. |'ma human bei ng,
and | stay up during the day. | sleep at night; | go to
my room

|'mthe kind of person that doesn't hardly
go to the room only to go to bed or to get sonething out
of the room | stayed out of ny room | don't know why

that is, but | stayed out of ny room
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She said that | don't need to be talking
like that to her. And she slapped me two tinmes on the
face.

And | told her she's not supposed to do
that. You're not supposed to touch us |ike that.

And she said, Wio gave ne the authority to
tell her that. That |I was not sonebody bigger than her.

And | said, |'ma person

But those are the things -- sonme of the
things that need to be -- | guess you would say surprise
visit some of these places. Don't warn them because then
they' |l get ready, and be all nice. | know that because
that's what happened at both high schools.

Wien | heard the | ady tal king about Phoeni x
Indian this and that, ny heart just pounded and pounded.
And 1'malways afraid to speak to a crowd too. Because
have a -- | don't know -- enotional side of me that wll
constantly fall apart.

But | learned -- there was a tinme after ny
husband passed away, | |earned | needed the Lord. And I
| earned to start talking to Hm | don't say prayers like
a Hail Mary, Qur Father and the stuff like that. | talk
to Hmfromny mnd and fromny heart. And | asked Hmto
give ne the strength to stand on ny own two feet.

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: Ma'am vyou' ve done
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a great job sharing your story today.
Can you share your nane with us?

M5. MLTON:. dendora MIton.

Ki atan (phonetic) was ny nai den nane.

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND:  Thank you,
d endor a.

M5. MLTON. Yes. And |I'mthankful that all of
t hese ot her people stood up and told their stories. |'m
really thankful to them because nore or |ess you guys are
the ones that encouraged ne to stand up and tell what |
went t hrough.

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: Thank you. Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: So we've got --
it's 4:15. W're going to try to hear froma few nore
fol ks, at least this session.

So this young lady in the white here.
MS. DOSELA: (Comments in native |anguage.)
So good afternoon.
Thank you all for comng and listening to
what everyone el se had to say.
My name is Lahual oni (phonetic) Dosela. |
cone fromthe Village of Kuap (phonetic) here on the Gla

Ri ver Indian Comunity.
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| attend Mesa Community Col | ege where
major in fire science.

My parents are Arvis Dosela and the |ate
Lorrai ne Dosela. M paternal grandparents are the late
Frank Dosela and the late Sally Dosel a.

And ny maternal grandparents are Rol and
Gol ding and Carol Gol di ng.

|'d like to share about ny
great-grandnother. Her nane is the late Myrtle Pete
Nobl e. She attended both St. Johns Indian School and
Phoeni x I ndian School. And there she met ny
great - grandf at her, who was Navajo. And he was actually in
World War Il. He was one of the original 29 Navajo Code
Tal kers. H's nane was Frank Danny Pete.

| never got to neet ny great-grandfather, as
he passed before I was born. After mny great-grandnot her
-- great-grandnother's partner, MDonal d Hughes, who was
Tohono O odham passed away, ny great-grandnot her becane
wi t hdr awn.

And | remenmber ny not her had bought a book
for ny grandma with pronpts. And one night while | stayed
the night, | had her start filling it out. And it had
various questions in regard to her childhood and teenage
years. This sparked a conversation and stirred menories

for ny great-grandnot her about her boarding school days.
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She spoke about how she was only taught
basic math and reading in her childhood, and once she
reached m ddl e school age, she began to | earn domestic
chores, such as ironing sheets, folding them doing
| aundry, and basically how to be a donestic servant.

She went on outings as well and served an
upper-class white famly who treated her well.

Wen | tried asking nore, she would go
silent and sinply shake her head no.

She only spoke O odham growi ng up as a young
girl, but when she started school, she wasn't allowed to
speak it.

When | tried to ask her nore, she again
shook her head no.

This has inpacted many of our generations to
foll ow, including nyself.

My grandnot her Carol Pete did not grow up
| earning her O odham Hi ndag, and neither did ny nother,
the late Lorraine Dosel a.

It wasn't until ny older sister, Kristin
Dosel a, went to ny great-grandnother that we started
| earning our culture. M Gandma Myrtle turned her away,
not wanting to teach her, but ny sister persisted.

My sister went to her each day asking to

teach her our culture for a week. And finally ny
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grandnot her said yes and began teaching her our |anguage
and our songs.

My ol der brother went to ny
great-grandnot her as well and asked her to teach him and
she al so turned himaway, but he persisted and asked every
day until ny grandnother said yes.

It was through nmy ol der siblings that opened
this door to ny grandnot her teaching us our Hi ndag that
al  oned our younger siblings and | to |earn our songs
openly and freely frommy great-grandma. It is because of
my great-grandnother Myrtle Noble Pete, and her partner
McDonal d Hughes, that | stand before you continually
learning. It is because of their strength to overcone the
boardi ng school trauma that |I'mable to introduce nyself
in Oodham |'mso proud and grateful for ny grandnother
that she gifted us with this precious know edge.

So with that, once again, thank you all for
sharing your guys' stories. The roomis really heavy
right now, but I know that we can overcone this.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MS. THOVAS: (Comments in native |anguage.)

What | just said in the People's Language

Is: Hello. It's so great to see you today.

My name is Cher Thomas, and |'mfrom down
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the street, around the corner. That's where |I'mfrom

| ' m godeeya (phonetic). [|'mfrom here.
| aman activist and an artist. |'ve been
I n indigenous activismnow for 10 years. | remenber the

conversations about hearings just |like this.

Thi s conversation began in the Trunp
admni stration, and this was an idea that carried over.

| recall this conversation regarding the
Every Child Matters novenment. What | wish --

| 've heard sone questions about Phoeni x
| ndi an School, and that's where ny area of expertise
centers.

So in the late 1800s, early 1900s, there was
tubercul osis, and there was a tuberculosis center down the
street fromthe Phoenix Indian School, and so a lot of the
bodi es were processed through that tuberculosis center,
and it becane the city norgue or becane one of the
epi centers for the city norgue.

And so when we [ ook at excavation at the
Phoeni x I ndian School, that's going to have to be dealt
wi th or understood or conprehended by the people
t hensel ves.

What we have found is that -- the theory is
that building the Steele Indian School Park was actually

the government's way of covering up one of the nost
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atrocious crines in Arerican history. Building that park,
that man donated $2.5 mllion to the City of Phoenix to
have that park named after him W need to renove that
man's nanme off of our children's graveyard. It is
di srespectful to have that philanthropist have his name on
there. That's the site where our children died. That
needs to be acknow edged, not just for the love for the
children who have passed there, but also in recognition
that the Steele Indian School Park is a global space, as
Phoeni x, Arizona, is now becom ng a gl obal space. W are
about to host the Super Bowl. This is a global space.

W as indigenous people are al so gl obal
citizens. Qur history and experiences should not be
i gnored nor erased. Not just for the validity of our own
| i ved experiences but also for the acconmodati on of our
visitors, and those with whomwe share this land. It is
not good in sonme of the world' s religions to have children
pl ay where other children have died. W need to be
cogni zant of the faith of all of Americans. W need to be
cogni zant of the belief and pathways of all of those who
visit our land. This is the O odham Jewed. Part of the
H nmdag is that we are hospitable. A part of being
hospitable is being honest. A part of being honest is
acknow edging the truth of that |and.

The truth is, is that -- what you are
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hearing today are war stories. Because the children who
were escorted by the government, who were taken to a place
of holding, that was a governnental act of war. It was

t he government who turned our children into warriors. Qur
children were not ready yet. And yet they were rounded up
as if they were prisoners of war, taken away fromtheir
famly as if they were prisoners of war, withheld from
their people as if they were prisoners of war.

And, again, they died there, whether they
died in their heart, in their spirit or actually in their
bl ood and in their flesh, a piece of every child who went
to those institutions died, and their death, whether it be
fully in their hearts, or a piece of their spirit, needs
to be acknow edged, not just for those who died, not for
those of us who survived, but also for those of them who
come to this land to give recognition to our experience
and to hold truth that we are still here, and we refuse to
be silent.

And the thing that needs to be understood is
that these were acts of war. This was an act of war. The
American government was at war with our people. And this
was a way of having war with us: prevent the future
warriors frombecom ng warriors.

How do we do that? W round themup. W
rid themof their rights. W brainwash theminto thinking
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that they, though they live in Anerica, they are w thout
their American rights. That was the brai nwashing that we
endured, and we still have ramfications of that

brai nwashing to this very day.

Much of our work is about dispelling,

di spelling and denystifying, remnding of the truth that
all of this is brainwashing. Al of this is about
erasure. Al of this is about the victor conmanding his
story.

So as we nove into the next era, we need to
acknow edge that. W, as indigenous people have survived
many apocali (sic). W have been here before. W, as
I ndi genous peopl e, have stood with rubble at our feet and
deci ded how to nove forward again. This has happened to
us before. W have been here before. And the way through
it is through truth-telling.

| appreciate this governnent for giving the
space for nmy people to share the depth of the pain. Thank
you for giving us the opportunity to articulate the pain.

| need to admt on the part of the activist
what we wanted was for the Republicans to sit here because
that was the point behind us. This conversation began in
the Trunp administration, and yet here you are. And we
need to acknow edge that. You are a Puebl o woman

listening to us. You know. You already know.
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| want to thank you for your grace in this
denmonstration, in this experience. | want to give you
respect. Thank you so nuch.

And the other thing is that | would |ike for
you to rem nd your boss of sonething, and that is that |
see him-- nme personally; I'"'monly speaking for nyself --
| see himas a gentleman. Unlike his predecessor, he is a
gentleman. And a part of being a gentleman is wagi ng war
like a gentleman. And the gentlemen of his ilk, severa
mllennia ago, made their own nmeetings, had their own
deci si on- maki ng processes, within which they created the
rul es of engagement.

| wish to highlight one of the last rules of
those set of rules, which is: Wwen the war is over, both
sides may collect their dead. Both. \Wen the war is
over, according to the gentlenan, both sides nay collect
their dead. Qur dead have yet to be collected.

Want to know why? Because this war ain't
over. And until we get the bodies of our children back,
according to the rules of the gentlemanly nmen, this war
isn't over.

So as we nove forward, |let us progress with
that in mnd. That what we are nerely doing is asking the
gentl enmen of this nation to behave as the gentlenmen they

claimthenselves to be, the gentlenen | believe themto
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be.

And may we end this war. My we acknow edge
the war stories of our children. My we acknow edge the
atrocities our people have been through. My we
acknowl edge the site as a place of death. Not only for
the nmenories of our children, but also so we can tell al
of those who visit our land the truth of this space: that
this was once a war-torn country. It was once called the
Wld West.

But the truthis, is that it was one
oppressive reginme after the other, and those who were here
in the original still exist today.

We wish for peace. W wsh for
reconciliation. Thank you so nuch for your effort, for
your energy, and | pray we propel this forward.

In the future, I would like to see
excavations. However, it's not likely that the bodies
wi Il be there, at |least at the Phoenix Indian Center.
That's the truth. It's not |ikely.

\When they built that park, the city asked
all of these hobbyist men who woul d do netal detector
work, Go |ook at the park. Go look. Go have fun. And
they all went, and they said, This is where all the netal
Is, and that's where they dug. |If you look at it, it's

al ong Indian School Road. |If you look at it, there's this
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big hole in there, and there's like a weird water
fountain. It's alnost like a swirl. That's where they
dug. That's where they nostly did their digging.

Wen we | ooked at it -- as the activists, we
| ooked at the nmeetings. Some of them nade comments,
tal ki ng about how their dogs do their business on top of
us.

So ny theory, ny personal theory, is that
they had those hobbyists |ook for the nmetal when they
built the park, they excavated that area. They found the
bodi es, and they noved themto either -- they either
burned them got rid of them or they buried themin the
dog part. That's ny best guess.

But | don't know anything. | just know the
research that |'ve made.

And what | want to say is that excavation
needs to be led by indigenous hands, by indigenous
governments. Because if the feds sat down and told us,
Hey, there's no bodies there, | wouldn't believe you all.
It needs to be us. It needs to be our cultural resources
departnment. It needs to be our government. It needs to
be our people. That governor needs to open the gate for
us and allow us to find our own children, if they are
there. That is ny request.

And |'d like to thank you so nuch for your
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tinme and for your love and for your dedication to
resolving this issue.

May suppa (phonetic).

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

ASSI STANT SECRETARY NEW.AND: Ckay. Thank you.

So we're at 4:30. | think what we'll do is
we' Il hear from maybe two nore people. And then | think
the Secretary will make sone observations and offer
reflections, and then we'll wap up today.

And | know that there may be nore fol ks here
who wanted to share. W' re doing our best to get to as
many communities as possibility and hear from people, but
that wll be the order.

So we'll do two nore speakers.

MS. MARTINEZ: Thank you.

(Commrents in native | anguage.)

My nane is Kel sey Anne Marti nez.

Thank you all for comng here today. You
know, this is a very, very sensitive topic that needs to
be discussed, and | want to say thank you to all of you
that shared sonmething -- or, you know, shared and took the
floor and said sonething. You are in ny prayers tonight.

| want to make this very quick. \Wen
asked ny grandpa why is -- ny Gandfather Lesley
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(phonetic), why is it that he spoke the old O odham but
he didn't teach us. It is because his parents told him
Don't teach your kids, don't teach your grandkids the

| anguage because it is going to hold them back. They are
not going to be able to be successful in mliga:n world.
And he believed that.

And up until about naybe 10 years before he
passed away, | was always -- | was very fortunate to
al ways be with nmy grandfather. And | started asking him
questions here and there, and | think that's what finally
broke him And he started telling ne things about the
| anguage. And | carry that to this very day. That is one
of the reasons why | decided to run for this title.

But | just want to say, thank you all for
sharing your stories. And it nakes me -- of course, this
roomis very heavy, and ny heart is very heavy for all of
you. But it makes ne wonder: WWat can | do to hel p? What
can | do to raise awareness?

| just want to say thank you to everybody
here for creating this safe space. |'msure that this my
be one of the first times for a lot of you to share your
stories. And I'mthankful to have this safe space created
for everybody here.

(Comments in native |anguage.)

Creator be with you and take care of
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your sel ves.

Thank you.

( Appl ause. )

ASS| STANT SECRETARY NEWLAND: Terribly sorry.

We'll go to our |ast speaker today, if
anyone el se has anything they wish to share.

TRIBAL MEMBER. Hello. [I'mfromright here.

And | hear everyone talk, and it's true. A
| ot of the Elders that talked are from here.

My momis fromway West End, District 7 or
District 6. | lived here a |ot of years.

And | went to boarding school. M nom went
to Tucson. She didn't say how it happened, but she's the
ol dest.

| feel for all, whatever goes on. So
wanted to say this to new people working for tribe:

When | went to boarding school, it was good.
It was Phoenix Indian. | did four years there. | didn't
finish ny last year. But | went back. It was kind of a
sad time because one of ny classmates passed away. But |
finished that sane year at Carl Hayden H gh School. And
then another Indian girl, ne and her, she's a Hual apai,
and we went to high school, junior college.

Whoever is doing the hiring, give thema lie

detector test. Because if they're not doing right to the
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people, a lie detector test will tell. Because people

that are hurt ain't gonna cane out and say anyt hing;
they're al ready scared.

Boardi ng school was good for me. There

sports, rodeo club, all that. Those are the good days. |

made it fromny freshman to the 10th grade. | wanted

go to the honor dorms. | nmade it. And -- because they
were gonna take those guys to Disneyland. So we got a
bus. W nade it to Sherman. It was nice over there too.
Different tribes. | like all tribes. W're all together
here in the United States. You never know whose a good or

bad person. It doesn't matter what color. There's bad

and good in everybody.

But the old people believed in the Good

a long time ago. You had to haul water too. Kerosene

| anps way back. They struggled, the ol der people.
| didn't ask my grandma if she finished

school. She was already out there with the church people.

Not hing wong with that. O course, she believed in the

Good Spirit.

| mean, | didn't know what | wanted to be in

junior college. | don't know why they change it from

but |'mgetting ol d.

Spirit. They farmed |ands around here. Do their pottery

junior college to university. | could have still go back

was

to
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So | took up cooking over there. | stayed
there a whole half year, but | junped in there with
another girl fromup northern Arizona.

She went out to a hangout place, and |
wasn't ol d enough. So there | was, out in the snow. Sone
nice person took me to his house, and | started to hit the
road again. | made it to Navajo Country, and it was
getting dark. But these guys got a place, and well, they
were safe, and they pray for me, so you' ve got to believe
in the Good Spirit.

| think all Native Anericans already know
Jesus Christ, and go to church to pray. They're so
t hankful for the creations around us, that we're created,
and the animals. And we're blessed, all of the
reservations.

W' ve got to protect that. Sometines cars
go too fast around here.

New | eaders, whatever happened all way back,
| hope they're not still working. Get themlie detectors
to get themout of there.

Let them be happy in school. There's sports
I n schools, and get better teachers that really want to
care for us. Oherwi se, they're passing us and we're not
| earning that nmuch, you know. Make an effort.

| was happy in school.
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And | nade it with the bad girls there too.
| wanted to see what they do. So | stayed out one night,
and that's when they boot ne out.

But | cane back when they graduated, crying
again over ny friend that passed away. | like all
reservations. There's good in everybody, in the different
mnorities. Thank God for Gla Crossing school. What
they did for the community here. W all had Thanksgi ving
or Christmas dinner. The Boys and Grls Cub didn't do
it.

| don't know. G la Crossing did good, and
It's only up to grade school, you know.

| thank God for all of them They try their
best. Sone kids are -- no angels, sone kids. Don't want
to listen, especially ny granddaughter. | say, If you
don't listen to ne, I'll have the cops -- it's the |aw
that you have to go to school. Sone got attitude.

| have to pray harder. | feel for everybody
here, their tears. God hears our tears. This is a Good
Spirit. That's why we | ook to the H gher Power. It's
awful, awful, what | hear that happened to these El ders or
young people a long tine ago.

|'mglad it didn't happen to me when | was
young, but | went there when | was a high school kid, and

It's a good thing. There was good peopl e then.
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| went to Sherman for a visit. W all had
to line up, us, everybody, rush to go eat, and hang out by
the door with the kids. And here these guys wal ked in
line to go eat at Sherman.

Qur Rodeo Club went to Indian Muntain for a
rodeo there. It was good.

That's when you have big buildings, because
it's cold up there, snow or whatever. A lot of themgo to
different boarding schools. Sone can't get out.

| had uncles. There were seven of them
Six of themwent to Indian School. And at that time, they
a mlitary school, nore stricter

And who's applying for our workers to
Instruct us? Pray for a better future, for another
generation of workers, councilnen, all the ones that
represent all native tribes. Hear our prayers. And pray
for everybody to keep going. There is a lot of tears, but
we take it to God in blessing.

We thank you and thank everyone. It's very
hard and sad to see what happened, the old stories. It's
very awful to humanity, you know.

| don't hold a grudge. You never know who
I's your brother or sister, like the Chinese. The white
people are worried about the Mexicans, the United States,

and the Mexicans work hard on the farns. Hard workers.

AH‘%HCQ Alliance Reporting Solutions (602) 230-8448
REPORTING SOLUTIONS www.AllReportingSolutions.com 20238779



© 00 N o o b~ W NP

N DD N DD DD PP, R, R, R,
o A~ W N b O © 00O N OO O &M W DN+ o

In Re: FEDERAL INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL INITIATIVE
THE ROAD TO HEALING GATHERING - January 20, 2023 Page 143

But | encourage nmy kids to learn the English
| anguage, too. My nom | earned English, too, but | guess
that's why | understand everybody because of educati on.
That's what | told my grandkids. Education is very
| mportant.

| thank you. It's been quite a wild one,
but it's real worth it and very sad. Hear our tears. |
got no hate to the individual worker there, whoever is
doi ng sonething bad at school and didn't get caught about
it. It's not good. There was other good workers that do
want to help our Natives. That's where we've got to |ove
each other, but it's hard to tell if somebody just wants
to be crooked. It's not good.

| thank you.

( Appl ause.)

SECRETARY HAALAND: Thank you so nuch for
sharing. And I'd like to just ask my teamto stand up
here. They are all kind of in this area -- Daron, Heidi,

Cat herine, Wesey (phonetic), Tony, please stand up.

( Appl ause.)
Thank you all so nuch.
Yes. Al right. They are the reason why
we' re doing so much on this issue, and | appreciate
bel onging to such an amazi ng team of dedicated public
servants.
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| al so want to acknow edge Deborah Parker,
who is here with the Native American Boarding School
Heal ing Coalition. Wen | was a nmenber of Congress, she
brought a group of advocates into my congressional office,
and we sat down. And she just said, Can we just sit here
for a mnute and appreciate the fact that we're in an
of fice where we don't have to explain things to sonmeone,
sonmebody who understands what it neans to say we're
survivors. W're, you know, we're suffering from
generational trauma

And so Heidi was in ny office, and she
worked really hard to get a piece of |egislation so that
we could pass it to create a conm ssion that would pay
attention to these things.

One of the issues -- and somebody here in
their story mentioned it, that they want records. W want
proof. W want the real history that's been witten down
about what happened to our ancestors. And so that's what
we wor ked on.

And so, | mean, | know that for such a |ong
time so many people have been tal king about this and, you
know, making your honmemade signs and calling people and
witing letters and all those things. | did all of that
too. | didall of that in New Mexico at the same tinme you

all were doing that also.
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And | guess | feel -- 1 just felt like I got
tired of never having a real voice in things, and that's
why | decided to run for public office because | felt |ike
| want to have a seat at the table. | want to -- | want
to be able to talk about these things on a |arger stage.
Because we deserve that.

And | really do acknow edge and honor and
val ue everyone who spoke here today. | knowit's not
easy. | knowit's really difficult.

And, you know, back when | was a student
studyi ng undergraduate -- in ny undergraduate career at
UNM | have a degree in English, and so | was doing a | ot
of witing for ny degree. And | would go out to Macita
Village every weekend and sit at the kitchen table while
my grandma ironed or cooked or sat with ne.

And, you know, it's interesting how everyone
handl es trauna differently. And | could never get her to
say anything bad about boarding school. She -- but she
did say that she was 8 years old when they took her away
to St. Catherine's in Santa Fe. | mean, it's an hour
drive from Al buquerque, so it's probably less than a
two-hour drive from Macita now, but back then, her dad
only had a horse and a wagon, and it would take himthree
days. So he was only able to go see her twice in the five

years that she was gone.
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And she just said that the priest cane to
the village and went around collecting children. That was
the word she used. He went around and collected the
children, and put us all on the train. And there she went
for five years.

And | can't imagi ne what happened to her.
She did nmeet ny grandfather there, so |'mvery grateful
for that. And their house was full of love. And she
showed that with the things that she cooked for us; right?

But I will never understand, even though she
was at this Catholic boarding school away fromher famly
for five years, she said her Rosary every single night
before she went to bed. She would go to church -- it was
right across the street -- go to church every Sunday. She
was a devout Catholic.

And | feel like at this point, maybe there's
just some things that 1'Il never understand. But I
understand what all of you have said today. | appreciate
you feeling |ike comng here would not only hel p yourself,
but woul d hel p someone el se. Because at the end of the
day, we're all one community. W're all one people. And
we have an obligation to one another, even though this
world in 2023 doesn't seemlike that sometimes. It seens
like there's a |ot of people who are just out for

t hensel ves. But we're not like that. W are here for
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each other. And so | just want you all to know how
grateful 1 am

And some of you who didn't speak, and you
sat here all day long listening to everyone el se because
you felt the need to support your community menbers, so
t hank you for that.

Thank you all for having us here. It was a
| ovely, beautiful lunch, and we're so grateful for
everyone who spent their time opening up the school,
turning on the lights, getting the heat going, setting up
the tables and chairs. Thank you all so much for that.
We felt very welcome here. | amso grateful to have the
opportunity.

Governor Lew s, are you still here?

Yes, there you are, sir.

Thank you so nuch, Governor.

( Appl ause.)

This will not be ny last tripto Gla River
or to Arizona.

Thank you, all.

( Appl ause.)

Pl ease drive safely hone.

Thank you.

Appl ause.
(The public coment concluded at 4:49 p.m)
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