
Tongass National Forest Submerged Lands Reference Map Information 

 
Description: Location coordinates listed in the Tongass National Forest Submerged Lands Proposed Rule locations are 
approximate. Because of this Resource Advisory Council (RAC) members and other stakeholders are unable to locate the 
proposed subsistence locations. This document outlines the methods used to develop 162 individual submerged lands 
reference maps. 

Contact: Jacob Hofman – Alaska Region Cartographer jacob.hofman@usda.gov 

Methodology: 

• Plotted proposed rule locations in Geographic Information System (GIS) software using approximate longitude 
and latitude listed in proposed rule.  

• Matched proposed rule location legal descriptions with BLM Survey GIS data, then corrected GIS locations to fall 
within legal description. 

• Reviewed pre-statehood U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey Charts, corrected GIS locations to match applicable 
chart feature (aids to navigation).  

 

Note: Some location legal 
descriptions or chart references 
are not listed in the proposed rule, 
the Forest Service used the best 
available data to correct the 
proposed rule locations. Because 
the Forest Service used 
interpretation and assumption in 
the process the maps list the 
corrected locations as 
“approximate”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Example Reference Map 

mailto:jacob.hofman@usda.gov
https://gis.blm.gov/akarcgis/rest/services/PLSS/BLM_AK_PLSS_Surveyed/FeatureServer/0
https://www.historicalcharts.noaa.gov/

