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MEMBER:
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Congress of the Wnited Dtates
House of Representatioes
Aashington, B 205153512

November 4, 2002

Department of the Interior
Office of Congressional Affairs
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Sir:

The attached communication concerns a matter involving the U.S. Department of
the Interior.

Please investigate the statements contained therein and forward me the necessary
information for reply, returning the enclosed correspondence. Please address your reply to

my district office as listed above.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, and I look forward to your

reply.
Sin ,
Patrick J. Tiberi
Representative to Congress
PIT/wt
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. cpEGTRULLY REFERRED
O ACKNOWLE
Saturday, September 28, 2002 ity ‘- o
Nick Rahall II {1 |

2307 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4803

Dear Mr. Rahall,

I am writing in regards to access on the Gauley River. First, I would like to thank you for
all the efforts and accomplishments that you have done with the Gauley River. I have
been paddling the Gauley for over 20 years now and do remember how instrumental you
were in obtaining scheduled releases. The scheduled releases was a huge win for private
and commercial boaters as well as the State of West Virginia, But, a even bigger issue
still remains unresolved and that is of public access.

For years private boaters have had to walk out of a very step and precarious trail when
paddling the Upper Gauley. The trail was a challenge when I was in my twenties and has
increased in difficulty with age. It is very strenuous carrying a boat up out of the trail. In
addition, private rafters are forced to carry up the trail . Carrying a raft up Panther Creek
trail is very difficult and extremely taxing.

We recently wanted to take our children rafting on the much milder Middle section but
had to abandon because of the access issue. Our kids are old enough to enjoy the section
of Gauley after the Upper section and before the Lower Section. It is a shame that the
public is severely restricted to access to the river. I think private boaters are a valuable
resource to all river users. Private boaters add a safety benefit to commercial trips.

Kayaks are a lot more agile than rafts and many times kayakers will assist in the rescue of
rafters. Two of my friends whom are doctors and kayak the Gauley have even saved the
life of a commercial rafter. The vast majority of private boaters are very skilled in rescue
and contribute to the overall safety of the Gauley.

Please help in obtaining public access so not only fit private boaters willing to make the
strenuous hike up the hill, but also paddlers of all ages and skills can enjoy the special
resource that the Gauley is.

Sincerel

-



113 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

PATRICK J- TlBERi WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3512

12TH DISTRICT, OHIO 1202} 225-5355
MEMBER: DISTRICT OFFICE:
COMMITTEE DN EbUCATION a r th %ni tzﬂ %tﬂt[ﬁ 2700 EAST DUBLIN-GRANVILLE ROAD
SUITE 525
AND THE WORKFORCE ungrzss n E COLUMBUS, OH 43231

{614) 523-2555

O oy Rouse of Representatioes
ADashington, PE 20515-3572
March 3, 2004

The Hon. Gale Norton
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Norton:

[ write today to express support for the proposed “Joint Counterpoint Endangered Specis
Act (ESA) Section 7 Consultation Regulations™ issued in January by the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service.

The proposed regulation would simplify and streamline the pesticide registration process
without weakening protection for endangered species or the environment. FWS and
NMFS say they have determined that EPA's risk assessment, which is required under

the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act, adequately assesses potential
harm to fish and wildlife. The former agencies' involvement in the current review process
is duplicative and can result in delays in product approval.

Farmers and small businesses such as pest management professionals, lawn care
operators and golf course superintendents rely on pesticides to manage dangerous and
destructive insects, rodents, weeds and plant diseases. The proposal now under
consideration avoids unnecessary and costly duplication among government agencies in

product registration, while enabling regulators to use their expertise and limited resources
in way that maximizes their ability to protect listed species and their habitat. E‘__, )
™
I support your efforts in this area and urge swift adoption of the regulations listed aboveo
Sincerely, €
J. Tiben

Representative to Congress
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Northeast Region
200 Chkestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106-2878

A3815 (NER-NERI)
Dccember 31, 2002

Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi
Member, United States House

of Representatives
2700 East Dublin-Granville Road
Suite 525

Deur Mr. Tiben:

Thank yov for your letier dated Novemiber 4, 2062, to the Oifice of Congressions! and Legisiative Affairs,
National Park Service, on behalf of yony constituen who wrote 10 you requesting public
river access within the Gauley River MNational Reercation Arca. The feiter bras been referred 1o his office
for a reply. ) B - b

The National Park Service stwongly agrecs that the lack of adcquate public access is a concern of the
huighest priority. The 1997 General Management Plan for the National Recreation Ared responded to many
similar comments with the following statement:

~When the National Park Servics is able 10 acquire river access polnts for public use, privatc
boaters as well as commercial outfitters will be able fo use the ascas. The National Park Service is
aware of the public’s preference for Mason Branch and Bucklick river access areas. The General
Managerrent Plan has identifi:d these twa areas as higlh priorities for acquisition, but they cannot
be acquired until there is a willing scller. .. (vol.2, page $4}."

The Natiopal Park Service's Lands Resouree Office is cwrently in negotiations for 2 river access sitc at
Woods Ferry, The Jack of public aceess continues 1 be an extremely awkward and unaccepiable condition,

and we will continue to pursue acquisition of at Icast one sitc in the middle section, and onc site asar Swiss.

Thark you for your interest in and supgort of the Nationa! Park Service, and specifically, Gaulcy River
National Recreation Area.

Sincerely,

Eloo S Y

%—Mzrie Rust '
Northeast Regional Dircctor

2 Hce,

LSHES8T793

Columbus. Ohio 43231 ' R
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 20240

In Reply Refer To:

FWS/ALSO16181 My 13 2004

Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi
Housc of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20315-3312

Dear Mr. Tiberi:

Thank vou for your March 5. 2004, {ctter to Sceretary Norton urging the swift adoption
of the proposed counterpart regulations for completion of Endangered Species Act
seetion 7 consultations on pesticide registrations. We apologize for the lateness of this
response.

The proposed rule was issucd on January 30. 2004; and the public comment period
closed on Apni 16, 2004, We are now reviewing the comments we recetved for any
substantive 1ssucs that we have not already considered and will make a [inal decision on
the proposed regulations as quickly as possible.

We appreciate your iterest and support. [ vou have any additional questions on this
matter. please contact me or Mr. Gary Frazer. Assistant Director for Endangered Species.
at (202) 208-4646.

Sincerely.
Sreiee Miligme

DIRECTOR

co T220-MIB-ES
6242-MIB-OCL
3238-MIB-FWS/Directorate RF
3238-MIB-IFWS/CCU
3242-MIB-IFWS/AES RE
420-ARLSQ-FWS/TE {DHenne)
420-ARI.SO-FWS/TE RF

FWS/ALES/RSayersidmh:4-30-04:703-358-2135;
Edited per OCL:DBernhardt:mbn: 571 104:80Director StaffiCorrespondencet AESW 10481

Tiberiwpd:ES329534
TAKE PR[DEE +
INAMERICAS
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Secretary

Department of the Interior
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harm to fish and wildlife. The former agencies' involvement in the current review process
is duplicative and can result in delays in product approval.

Farmers and small businesses such as pest management professionals, lawn care
operators and golf course superintendents rely on pesticides to manage dangerous and
destructive insects, rodents, weeds and plant diseases. The proposal now under
consideration avoids unnecessary and costly duplication among government agencies in

product registration, while enabling regulators to use their expertise and limited resources
in way that maximizes their ability to protect listed species and their habitat. E‘__, )
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President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write today to urgently request your help on a matter of preat importance to the people
of Gahznna, Ohio in my congressional district.

For years, the city has attempted to clean up a brownfields site known as the Bedford
Landfill properties, When completed, the restored site holds great potential for economic
development and the creation of new jobs.

Earlier this year, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency awarded the City of
Gzhanna & $400,000 grant under the Federal Brownfields Funding Program for cleanup
at the Bedford site. The site is owned by the non-profit Central Ohio Community
Improvement Corporation, which is partnering with the city to conduct redevelopment
activities. The city recently learned that since it does not own the Bedford site, it
may lose this badly needed $400,000 grant, despite that fact that under its
agreement with the Central Ohio CIC, the city has complete control aver all cleanup
activities at the Bedford site.

It is my understanding that The President has the authority to make an exception in cases
such as this, and allow the City of Gahatma to accept the federal grant and spend it at the
Bedford Landfill site. Section 42 USC 9601 (39) (c) states in part that the President may
authorize financial assistance to eligible entities "if the President finds that financial
assistance will protect human health and the environment, and either promote economic
development or enable the creation of, preservation of, or addition to parks, greenways,

undeveloped property, other recreational property, or other property used for nonprofit
purposes.” :

As the primary purpose of cleanup activities at the Bedford Landfill site is to
provide a cleaner, safer property that will be used for economic development, this
sitnation fits precisely the conditions listed above.

PRINTED ON AECYCLED PASBR
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I am certain you will agrec that what the city of Gahanna proposes to do with the EPA
grant fully complies with the intent of federal law as it pertains to brownfields cleanup.
That grant--and with i, the possible redevelopment of this blighted area-- is now being
held up on the basis of a mere technicality. ] urge you to use your authority to allow the
City of Gahanna to receive this grant, and make this badly needed project a reality.

1 bave enclosed a letter from the Mayor of Gahanoa that explains this matter in much
greater detail. On her behalf, and on behalf of the city as a whole, thank you for your
consideration. I look forward to your positive response.

Patrick J. Tiberi
Representative to Congress

Si

PIT/bc

ce: Alexander Mistri



Uy Lh o LUuUn L EY FAA eVl 42l JJUL Ah W iy WA AafRETE SRS TETEE Iy VU2

. 9op A52 CONGRESSMAN TIBERI

53,15,2005 17:02 FAX 202 228 4523

CITY OF GAHMANNA

September 13, 2005

" The Honorable Patrick J, Tiberi
. 3000 Corporate Exchange Drive #310
Columbus, OH 4323}

Dear Representative Tiberi:

Thank you for taking the time to talk with e about our dilemma concerning the
application of the City of Gahanna for Brownfields Cleanup Grants for the Bedford Landfill
properties. As you know, the cleanup of the Bedford Landfill properties has been a priority for
Gahanna for many yeats. The City has expended significant monies to assess the properties and
has worked diligently to put together a team of public and private entities to best access the
necessary public funding to accomplish this project. Without such funding, the cleanup and
redevelopment of this contamninated property is nearly impossible.

Gzhanna has begun some preliminary cleanup activities and is in inunediate and
substantive need of these monies to keep this project meving. Our development plan includes §
committed end users, which will grearly enhance the cconomic viability of our industrial district.
This plan is dependent on these fimds and the landfill cleanup. Unfortunately, due to a
technicality in the grant guidance that was writien te clarify the Federal Browfields
Funding Program, the city risks losing this $400,000 grant becausc it does not currently
own the Bedford property. Instead, the City has parinered with the Central Ohio
Community Improvement Corporation, the current site owner, to jointly cenduct the
cleanup and redevelopment of this blighted property.

As discussed, the intent and purpose of the Federal Brownfields Grant Program will be
fulfilled if the City of Gahanna is the grant recipient. The fact that the CIC and not the City
curréntly owns the property should not be a fatal issue resulting in denial. At the tine that the
City of Gahanna made application for the Federal Grant monies, the City's intent was to take title
to the Property by urging foreclosure for nonpayment of taxes. The property, at that time was
owned and abandoned by a defunct laudfill operater. The City encouraged the County
Prosecutor’s Office to ipitiate foreclosure action and engaged in discussions with the County
Treasurer concemning the County's possible acquisition of the property.

The foreclosure took over 18 months due to a variety of legal complications. During that
time period, and after the City applied for and was awarded the US EPA Brownfields Cleanup
Grants, the City began discussions with Franklin County officials and private developers. This
initiative successfully resulted in an innovatjuen,public/private partnership to remediate and
redevelop the landfill. This also allowed the %iifkud:apply for three million dollars for cleanup

ol

and redevelopment of the site through the Cldaij,ﬁii?u Revitalization Fund (CORF) program. It

FERI N CZARYAL OF D0
SO0 Sevrre FAMIEn R Roaly » Galtapiea, L he 43230
#4119 v ol -0 oetp o BB G T sAx - v Garana Gov
TTa40.2063 |




— ) nullel LW 411415082
09/15-2005_17:29 FAX 202 456 Jo01 CONGRESSMAN TIBERI

05/15,2005 17:02 FAX 202 226 4523

Representative Patrick J. Tiberi
September {3, 2005
Page 2

was determined by all parties that the most expedient and predictable way to achjeve this cleanup
was. for Pranklin County to establish the Central Ohie Community Improvement Corporation in
May 2005. The very purpose of the Central Ohio CIC was and is to address and take title to
distressed properties in the Franklin County/Central Ohio region. The Bedford Landfill will be
the first of such properties taken on by the CIC in partnership with the City. The City of
Gzhaana and the CIC are co-applicants for the Clean Ohio Funds and had one of the highest
scores of all CORF epplicants. Therefore, the City of Gahenna does not currently have legal title
to the property. The CIC will retain title to the property in its Land Back until such time that is
remediated.

As we discussed, however, pursuant to the Development Agreement between the City of
Gahanna and the CIC, as presentcd to the State of Obio, the City of Gahanna has complete
control over the implementation of the cleanup of the Bedford Landfill properties. The City
of Gahanna, as the applicant under CORF, retains all substantive responsibility for conducting
the brownficlds cleanup and seeking reimbursement for such activities through CORF funding.
‘The same would be true with the US EPA award the Federal Brownfields Grents for these
properties. Such prants are required to complete the closure of the Bedford Landfill properties
and address the lingering environmental contarnination issues. The federal funds have been
included in all of the City and CIC's budget summaries and projections,

The US EPA has raised the issue of “ownership” based on the language contained within
the “Proposal Guidelines for Brownficlds Assessment revolving Loan Fund and Cleanup Grants”
concemning whether the applicant "owns" the property far which it is seeking funding. While the
definition of an “Eligible Entity” under the Brownfields Grant statute does not mention
“ownesship” or define that terin, the grant guidelines do contain such an ownership requitement.
see 42 USC 9604 (k)(1). As explained, the City of Gahianna does not own a fee sitnple interest in
the property at this time. However, as we discussed, the City of Gshanna, for ail practical
purposes, has access, control, and ownership of the actual implementation of the cleanup through
its Development Agreement with the CIC. The CIC is also willing to grant @ comprehensive
easement covering the scope, anthority, access and implementation of the cleamip at the site,
The easement wouid be recorded with the title of the property and serve to fonnalize the City’s
legal interest in the property, Such easement should satisfy any substantive issues conceming the
City’s ability to conduct the cleanup and, thes, US EPA's concern about property ownership. In
the alternative, the CIC would be willing to act as a co-applicant for the current grant via an
addendum to the grant application and award as well as to enter into a sole-source pattnership
with the City for the purpose of conducting the cleanup. All tenmns of the grant application would
remain the same in that the project as desctibed and the eligibility and ranking eriteria would not
change,

The Central Ohio CIC is a nonprofit entity eligible under the Brownfields Revitalization
Law, 42 USC § 9604(k). The City is willing to engage in a sub-grant apreement with the US
EPA and the CIC similar to what is set forth for the RLF program, This would allow the property

Ha41397v ]
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Representative Patrick J. Tiberi
September 13, 2005
Pape 3

owner direct access to the grant monies and involve the CIC in the grant administration. Finally,
the City might be able to take a partial ownership interest in the property if necessary in order to
satisfy the ownership guidance requirement. We have explained all of this to the US EPA Office
of Brownfields Assessment. The US EPA has, however, rejected all of these alternatives and
interprets the guidance to require 100% fee simple title to the subject property.

We believe any of the above-described proposals would satisfy the spirit and the letter of
the Brownficlds Restoration Act. We want to emphasize that the City of Gahanna is an eligible
applicant as defined in the law and the site is an eligible site. The requirement that the applicant
own the property at the time that the grant is awarded is a matter of interpretation and guidance
created by the US EPA - and is not statwtorily defined.

We ask that you urge the President to exercise his discretion in awarding this grant money
to the City of Gahanna so that it may initiate its cleanup efforts. The City’s application mects all
of the eligibility requircinents as defined by statute and ranks favorably pursuant to the criterja
set forth by the federal law. The Bedford Landfill cleanup and redevelopment project will
clearly benefit the needs of the City of Gahanna and the region; will facllitate the creation of
green space with the inclusion of a golf training facility and ravine protection; will facilitate the
use and reuse of existing infrastructure; and will berefit public health and the environment. The
City, along with the Central Chio CIC, & nonprofit entity with representation of the City on its
board, will remain in control of the property throughout the cleanup process. The City and the
Central Ohio CIC are also working jointly in determining the best opportumities for future
development of that property to benefit the community.

We urge you to contact the President and ask hiin to exercise his discretion set forth
in 42 USC 9601(39) (C) to go forward with the disbursement of the $400,000 in grant
monies to the City of Gahanna. if you have any further questions concerning this issue, please
feel free to call me or Williamy Murdock, our Deputy Development Dircctor at 614-342-4020.
We truly appreciate any assistance you can provide in helping us achieve this bmv.rnﬂclds
revitalization project in our community.

Very truly yours,

Rebecca W. Stmchcomb Mayor
City of Gahanna

ce: Sadicka White
William Murdock
Sarah E. Lynn

#d41 397y
T7440.20631
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1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

VIA FACSIMILE: 202-208-3533
RIYA

Dear Mr. Bernhardt:

COLLMBLS, OH 4323y

614) 523-2555

The attached communication concerns a matter involving the U.S. Department of

the 1nterior.

Please investigate the statements contained therein and forward me the necessary

information for reply, returning the enclosed correspondence. Please address your reply to

my district office as listed above.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, and I look forward to your

reply.
Patrick J. Tiberi
Representative to Congress
PIT/wt
enclosure

@

PRINTED OM RECYCLED PAPER

8b 6 W 81 A SO



eMAIL:
DATE: November 1, 2005 10:50 PM

Dear Mr Tiberi,

[ am writing you to see if there is anything you may be able to do for me
with a very unfortunate situation with respect to applying for an Allegheny
National Forrest DMAP coupon for the 2005 hunting season.

1 am an avvid hunter_ once a year a get a chance
to hunt with my father-in-law and two brother-in-laws in Halton, PA in the
Allegheny National Forrest. This year the state of Pennsylvania did not
have any available doe permits for the management unit 2F, so ] submitted an
application on August 11 to hunt in the Allegheny, but unfortunately 1 was
affected by an internet worm that did not allow me to recieve a DMAP coupon
for doe in the Allegheny National Forrest. I do not know if there is
anything you may be able to do to help me, but | thought 1 would send you a
note see if there is any chance of correcting this unfortunate situation.

Please see my communication, via e-mail to the Allegheny National Forrest
below.

1 appreciate your consideration and time concerning my situation. 1 will
await your reply. I will be traveling to Halton, PA on November 26, 2006

Mobhile

Home

Gosh- [ sent you a note. I’m sorry you didn’t get it. We will be
offering you and ali the others affected by the worm the chance to reccive
an early application for DMAP Area #1438 for the 2006 hunting season. We
realize this is not compensation for the loss of your coupon for the 2005
hunting season, but we do want to see you given extra consideration for the

2006 hunting season. You will receive a letter and an application form
from the Allegheny NF in mid-May to mid-June of 2006 with instructions.

This will result in your application getting priority. You do not need to
do anything else at this time as you are already on the "carly” list. 1 can
be reached at 814/723-5180, X203, if you have any questions on M, T, Th, and
F of each week. Sincerely,

Mary Hosmer

Public Affairs

Allegheny National Forest
814-723-5180/203



To
<mhosmer@fs.fed.us>
cc
11/01/2005 02:47
PM Subject
FW: DMAP application

Dear Mary,

It has been several weeks since we last spoke and 1 have not heard from
you. Have you come up with any way to compensate us who applied for the
DMAP coupons during the August 11th worm attack on your servers?

Please let me know what the status is.

----- Original Message-----
Sent: Monday, September 19, .01 PM

To: *Mary Hosmer’
Subject: RE: DMAP application

Mary,

Thank you for your response to my carlier email. [ am sure that you are
looking at a way to correct this unfair situation. Are you looking at
issuing additional coupons for those of us who know that we submitted our
application before the deadline and have others in our hunting party that
submitted after us and received coupons? I think it would be fair that you
make an effort to correct this situation especially since the State of
Pennsylvania made no doe tags available to non-residents. 1 have been an
avid hunter for several years and many of those years in the State of
Pennsylvania, I would hate to sce this unfortunate occurrence not be
corrected.

Please let me know how you plan to proceed.

----- Ornginal Message-----
From: Mary Hosmer [mailto:mhosmer@fs.fed.us}
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2005 7:20 PM



To:
Cc: Mary Hosmer
Subject: DMAP application

Dear- I am sorry to report that you are not even in our database,
which means that we never received your application. The "worm" that
infected computers nationwide apparently came into our system and erased
hundreds of applications such as yours. You are one of many, many hunters
that has called in the last week. We are trying to sort the problem out

right now and expect to be back in touch with you in about two weeks. We
appreciate your patience in the meanwhile. Sincerely,

Mary Hosmer

Public Affairs

Allegheny National Forest
814-723-5180/203
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United States Department of the Interior M
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Washington, DC 20240 TAKE PRIDE
INAMERICA
NOV 29 2005
Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Mr. Tiberi:
Thank you tter of November 8, 2005, on behalf of your

constituent, concerning his application for an
Allegheny National rores coupon for the 2005 hunting season.
Your letter was received on November 21, 2005.

We have reviewed the correspondence, and your inquiry falls within the
jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service.
Therefore, in following our longstanding practice, we have forwarded your
inquiry to that agency for a direct response to you.

If we can be of further assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely,
Y Z?é/ -

¢ l/ L/[ U Z27rd
Matt Eames

Director, Office of Congressional and
Legislative Affairs

CC:

Timothy P. DeCoster

USDAFS

Legislative Affairs

1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20250 w/incoming
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September 23, 2007

ASRISTANT WHIP

Matt Eames

Dircctor of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior

Matl Stop 6242

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240-0001

VLA FACSIMILE: 202-208-5533

Dear Mr. Eames:

The attached communication concerns a matter involving the U S

the Interior.

@ FT AT

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

113 Z&NNON HOQUSE OFFICE BUILDING

AASAHINGTON, DC 20515-3512
PronE: (202) 225-5355
Fax: {202) 2264522

DISTRICT OFFICE:

3205 CORPORATE EXCHANGE DRIVE
SUITE 310
COLUMEBUS, Ok 43231
PronC: (814) 523-2555
Fax: {614) 8180837

Department of

Please investigate the statements contamned therein and forward me the necessary
information for reply, returning the enclosed correspondence. Please address vour reply to

my district office as listed above.

Thank you for your ime and attention to this matter, and I look forward to your

Iep.y.
Sincgraly
Palrick 1. Tt
Representative 1o Congress

PITwt
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£i:6 id 9243S L
JE&[\EOBH

®

PRINTEDR Ot RECYCLED Po#in

0%394%20



&

514 818 ageyd COMBRE2ZME., ~Tzzc”

17 44 Fax

Congressman Pat Tiberi._
113 Cannon ;
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Sir: i
The Ohio Division of Wildlife has notified the Associated Bird

Clubs of Ohio, that there will be no more horsebacx field trials
allowed at Killdeer Plain&, and Inciar Creek Wildliife Areas after
April of 2008. :

Horseback field.triels have been held at £L1lldeer Plains for
over 50 years, and at Indian Creek for over 30 yearsa,

This decision to stop trialing was brought about oy the US
Fish and Wildlife Services. USFWS published gaidelines stating
that wildlife habitat is damaged by norses, and sone mowing that
is done to facilitate the field trials. Tney also state that
field trials are not compatible with the intent of nunting as
defined by the Pittman-Robertson Act.

Pittman-Robertson money was used in the purchase of both
Killdeer Plains and Indian Creek wildlife areas. The majority
of field trialers I know ars all hunters, and as such, we all
contribute to the Pittman-Robertson tax money, and should not
be excluded from the use of land we helped purchase.

The Ohio Diviasion of Wildlife arranged with a repreosentative
0f American Electric Power, to show us some suitable land owened
by AEP, they thought might be suitable for horseback field trials.
The land has potential, but we need water, facilities for horses,
barn, corrals, club house, parking facilities which are not avall-
able. These facilities are already in place at Killdeer Plains
and at Indian Creek.

It would take a minimum of five years and considerable ex-
pénse to prepare new grounds, and builgd the facilities that al-
ready exiast at Xilldeer Plaine~.and Indian Creek.

Sincerel
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Matt Eames

Director of Congressional and Legis!ative Arfatrs
U.S. Deparmert of the Interior

Ma! Step 6242

1840 C Serect, NW

Washingtor, DC 20240-0001

VIA FACSDMILE 202-208-5532

Dear Mr. Eames
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The attached commuricanon cencerns a matter :nvolving the U S Depantment of

the [ntenor.

I am contacting you again becausc I have not recenned a response to my earlier

correspondence of September 25, 2007

Plaase investigate the statemerts contained therein and forward me the necessary

mmformation for reply, retumung the enclosed correspondence Plzase address

my distrnct office as listed above.

VOUr repiy to

Thank vou for your ime and attention to this mater, and [ ook foraarc te vour

reply

Represenative th Congmess

IT w
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington. D.C. 20240

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/'R3’AWSR/0332787363221

DEC 2 6 2007

The Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi

Member. United States 1Housce

of Representatives

3000 Corporate Exchange Drive, Suite 310
Columbus. Ohio 43231

Dear Mr. Tiberi:

Thank you tor your letter of September 25, 2007. to Mr. Matt Eames, Directorotthe Department
of the Interior's Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs. on behalf

concerning the decision 1o stop horseback field trials at Killdeer Plains and Indian Creck Wildlile
Arcas. Mr. Fames has asked the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) to respond to you
directly. and | apoltogize for the delay in my response.

As you may know, field trials may be held on State Wildlife Areas that have been acquired or
managed with Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (Act) program assistance. However.
ficld trials must be managed so as not to interfere with wildlife restoration and public use
activities that are prescribed in the Act. While field trials have been permitted tor more than 50
years on Ohio’s Wildlife Areas, these areas are now being used more frequently by hunters. At
Killdeer Plains and Indian Creck Wildlife Arcas. the extent (1.100 acres) and timing of mowing
and the amount of habitat used for ficld trials (2.600 and 1.794 acres, respeetively) have caused
contflicts both for wildlife management and hunting activities. The infrastructure exclusively
used for tield trials on these two areas was not approved in the original acquisition project and is
problemaltic to habitat management.

The Service respeets the Ohio Division of Wildlife's authority to determine appropriate uses on
State Wildlite Arcas (Service Manual 522 FW 21) and supports Ohio’s determination to
discontinue the management of Killdeer Plains and Indian Creek Wildlife Areas for hunting dog
ficld trials.

The changes to field trials in Ohio in the spring of 2008 will only affect field trials at Indiun
Creek and Killdeer Plains Wildlife Arcas. Field trials will continue to be allowed at six other
wildlife arcas: Delaware (223 acres). Resthaven (90 acres), Rush Run (300 acres). Grand River
(539 acres). Berlin (196 acres). and Woodbury (350 acres). In total. this will provide more than
1,700 acres for field trial activities.

Over the past 10 years, the Service has been conducting a review of the compatibility ot field
trial activities throughout the midwestern States. Changes similar to those at Killdeer Plains and

TAKE PRIDE" <+
INAMERICA—%



The Honorable Patrick 1. Tibert

[gS]

Indian Creek Wildlife Areas have occurred in other States, including Indiana and Illinois. The
Scrvice continues to monitor ficld trial activities and policies in the Midwest to ensure that lands
purchased using Pittman-Robertson funds are managed for “the restoration of wild birds and
mammails and the public use of these resources,” as specified in the Act. The Service and the
State of Chio understand the challenges involved in identifying new grounds and are committed
to assisting groups in this effort.

We appreciate your interest in this matter. If you have further questions, please contact me or
Ms. Robyn Thorson, the Service’s Midwest Regional Director, at (612) 713-5301,

Sincerely,

hniA} Blosocl

Acting DIRECTOR

Copy to your Washington office



Congress of the United States
LWashimgton, DC 20315
September 12, 2007

The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne
Department of ntertor

1849 C Strect, NW

Washington. DC 20240

Decar Mr. Sceretary:

We are writing to encourage your participation in an important upcoming event in
Washington, D.C. to celcbrate the 50™ anniversary of the Antarctic Treaty. As you may
be aware, an international and interdisciplinary summit will be convened for 3-4 days in
early December, 2009 in Washington, D.C.

The Antarctic Treaty was signed by the United States and eleven other nations n
Washington, D.C. on December |, 1959, Tt is an international agreement regarding
management of ncarly 10 pereent of the Earth for “peacefild purposes onfv. on the basts
of freedom of scientific investigation.”

Over the past tive decades, the Antarctic Treaty System has succeeded as a firm
foundation for ongoing international cooperation, despite many challenges. It has B0V,
to include 46 nations, representing nearly 90% ot the world’s population. )

=
The 2009 Antarctic Treaty Summit will be a unique venug for scientists, legislators, ¥+
administrators, lawyers, historians, educators, executives and other members of civil
society to explore the science-policy achicvements ot the Antarctic Treaty System and 1ts
global precedents in international governance.

The Summit has been endorsed by the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board and
additional public-privatc support also is being provided by the American Geophysical
Union, the Marine Mammal Commission and the Tinker Foundation.

1

o ~
We hope that you will recognize the important contributions that the Department, of =
Interior can make and will identify a liaison to communicate about planning for the &3
Antarctic Treaty Summit. The point of contact is Dr. Paul Arthur Berkman '_ r:;
(berkman(@bren.ucsb.edu), Fulbright Distinguished Scholar at Cambridge University. —
: e

As observed by Laurence Gould (former chairman of the United States National =&~
Committee on Polar Rescarch at the National Academy of Scienees): ) ;"i o
-

“The Antarctic Treaty is indispensable to the world of science which knows no
national or other political boundaries. but it is much more than that... it is a
document unique in history which may lake its place alongside the Magna
Carta and other great symbols of man's quest for enlightenment and order.”
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Thank you very much for your consideration.

-

\ e E Y S
b .a""h'*s %&h‘tm&ﬁ’ J‘Z’
R e -ét:u&«g
Patrick J. Tibert Vernon J,
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ce: Mark Meyers, Director, United States Geological Survey.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

0CT 1 5 2007

The Honorable Vernon J. Ehlers
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Ehlers:

Thank you for your letter of September 12, 2007, encouraging the U.S. Department of the
Interior to participate in the 50th anniversary of the Antarctic Treaty.

I have named Timothy R. Petty, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, as the
Department’s liaison. The point of contact referenced in your letter, Dr. Paul Arthur
Berkman, has been notified of Mr. Petty’s appointment.

The Department has had extensive involvement in Antarctic science since the Treaty was
signed, and we look forward to participating in the Antarctic Treaty Summit preparations.
I join you in recognizing the importance of the Treaty as a global precedent in
international environmental negotiations.

An identical letter was sent to the Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi.

DIRK KEMPTHORNE



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

0CT 1 5 2007

The Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Tiberi:

Thank you for your letter of September 12, 2007, encouraging the U.S. Department of the
Interior to participate in the 50th anniversary of the Antarctic Treaty.

I have named Timothy R. Petty, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, as the
Department’s liaison. The point of contact referenced in your letter, Dr. Paul Arthur
Berkman, has been notified of Mr. Petty’s appointment.

The Department has had extensive involvement in Antarctic science since the Treaty was
signed, and we look forward to participating in the Antarctic Treaty Summit preparations.
I join you in recognizing the importance of the Treaty as a global precedent in
international environmental negotiations.

An 1dentical letter was sent to the Honorable Vernon J. Ehlers.

DIRK KEMPTHORNE
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Todd Akin
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Akin:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

[n the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
waorking every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clanfying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www . boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2001

The Honorable Rodney Alexander
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Alexander:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240
APR 19 201

The Honorable Spencer Bachus
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Bachus:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for decpwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what 1s expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washingion, DC 20240
APR 19 2011

The Honorable Lou Barletta
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Barletta:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

[n the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamentat
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Joe L. Barton
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Barton:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Thave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environiments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http.//www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240
APR 19 201

The Honorable Marsha Blackbum
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Blackburn:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramaticaily improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarty in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Jo Bonner
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Bonner:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Guif
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Mary Bono Mack
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Bono Mack:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and decpwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the o1l and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213. htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Charles Boustany Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Boustany:

Thank you for your letier dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your ietter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working cvery day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requesied clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Kevin Brady
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Brady:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU CF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 20M

The Honorable Paul Broun
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Broun:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/coc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Michael C. Burgess
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Burgess:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Burcau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked 1o respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.him.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Dan Burton
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Burton:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. Ibelieve we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.him.
BOEMBRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Francisco "Quico" Canseco
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Canseco:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore dnlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201t

The Honorable John Carter
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Carter:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. | have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s ecconomy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requesied clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the o1l and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Bill Cassidy
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Cassidy:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

[n the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drlling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I belicve we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm,
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

hittp://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU CF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20249

APR 19 201

The Honorable Jason Chaffetz
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Chaffetz:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater dnlling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Tom Cole
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Cole:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www . boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companics know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issucs.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable K. Michael Conaway
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Conaway:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measurcs nccessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240
APR 19 2011

The Honorable John Culberson
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Culberson:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day 1o allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. | believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwaler drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Geoff Davis
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Davis:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working cvery day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarty in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 20i

The Honorable Robert Dold
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Dold:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
[nterior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: htip://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.hitm. BOEMRE is commiitted to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable John J. "Jimmy" Duncan Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Duncan:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE?’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companics know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU CF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Blake Farenthold
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Farenthold:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Stephen Fincher
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Fincher:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240
APR 19 2011

The Honorable John Fleming
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Fleming:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.him. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 20N

The Honorable Jeff Fortenberry
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20513

Dear Representative Fortenberry:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring timmediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Cory Gardner
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 205135

Dear Representative Gardner:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. 1 have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 193 2001

The Honorable Bob Gibbs
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Gibbs:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Robert W. Goodlatte
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Goodlatte:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
waorking every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and wili continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201i

The Honorable Tim Griffin
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Griffin:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and decpwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clanfying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Michael G. Grimm
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Grimm:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE alsoe issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www . boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Brett Guthrie
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Guthrie:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
[nterior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping pecople working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Gregg Harper
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Harper:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.him.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what s expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Vicky Hartzler
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Hartzler:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to cach signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore dnlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS} to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www . boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Doc Hastings
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Hastings:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press(328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240
APR 19 201

The Honorable Nan Hayworth
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Hayworth:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I'have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Joe Heck
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Heck:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Dean Heller
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Heller:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your [etter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to atlow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www . boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Tim Huelskamp
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Huelskamp:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http:/f'www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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Dear Representative Hunter:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Bill Johnson
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Johnson:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore dnlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Jim Jordan
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Jordan:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also 1ssued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Peter T. King
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative King:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Adam Kinzinger
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Kinzinger:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater dnlling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable John Kline
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Kline:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Doug Lamborn
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Lambomn:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to cach signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Leonard Lance
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Lance:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore pemmitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that chailenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Jeff Landry
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Decar Representative Landry:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Steven C. LaTourette
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative LaTourctte:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
lo each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater dnlling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.him.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

hitp://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Bob Latta
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Latta:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
decpwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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Dear Representative Long:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Thave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping preduction
flowing and keeping people working. Ibelieve we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the sleps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior
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The Honorable Cynthia M. Lummis
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Lummis:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastai environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Michael McCaul
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative McCaul:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence, The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also 1ssued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Tom McClintock
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative McClintock:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE"’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations, The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Patrick T. McHenry
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative McHenry:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
[nterior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf, A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328 him.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213. htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Howard P. "Buck" McKeon
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative McKeon:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clanty in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable David B. McKinley
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative McKinley:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
[nterior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas indusiry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative McMorris Rodgers:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.itm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Jeff Miller
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Miller:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s ecenomy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE?’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press(328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/coc/press/2010/press1213.hitm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior
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Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Candice S. Miller
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Miller:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Tim Murphy
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Murphy:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe driiling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is o dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1 /press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwaler activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Sue Myrick
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Myrick:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
htip://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is commitied to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Randy Neugebauer
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Neugebauer:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior
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The Honorable Rich Nugent
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Nugent:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the occan and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drlling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deecpwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press(328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior
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Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Devin Nunes
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Nunes:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://swwww.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwaler activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Alan Nunnelee
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Nunnelee:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE?’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Pete Olson
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Decar Representative Olson:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drlling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also i1ssued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with indusiry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Steven M. Palazzo
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Palazzo:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Ron Paul
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Paul:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf, A similar response will be sent

to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume decpwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Erik Paulsen
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Paulsen:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Ted Poe
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Poe:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information {o assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companics know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Tom Price
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Price:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf, A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Ben Quayle
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Quayle:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the o1l and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Tom Reed
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Reed:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. Ibelieve we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for decpwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Denny Rehberg
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Rehberg:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwalter drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent

to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE'’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2(11/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213. htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Martha Roby
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Roby:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume decpwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/coc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Phil Roe
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Roe:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
decpwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Dana Rohrabacher

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Rohrabacher:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe dnilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Todd Rokita
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Rokita:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore dnlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328 htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what 1s expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Steve Scalise
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Scalise:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. [ have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with indusiry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable David Schweikert
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Schweikert:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore dnlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. Ibelieve we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior
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MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Tim Scott
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Scott:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213 . htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Pete Sessions
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Sessions:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Thave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Decpwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas indusiry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/coc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable John Shimkus
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Shimkus:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that chalienge.

You requested clarity in the pemmitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
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Washington, DC 20240
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The Honorable Bill Shuster
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Shuster:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe dnlling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Adrian Smith
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Smith:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: htip://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press(328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http:/Awww.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Steve Stivers
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Stivers:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked {o respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore dnlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328 . htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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Washington, DC 20240
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The Honorable John Sullivan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Sullivan:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Glenn Thompson
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Thompson:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, o President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal QOuter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the o1l and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www . boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Pat Tiberi
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Tiberi:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drlling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly 1n deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Fred Upton
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Upton:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Tim Walberg
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Walberg:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: hitp://www.boemre.gov/ococ/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
lo resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Greg Walden
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Walden:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. Ihave been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/201 1/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what 1s expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Lynn Westmoreland
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Represeniative Westmoreland:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activily. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Edward Whitfield
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Whitfield:

Thank you for your letter dated March t, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Quter
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are mecting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.
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The Honorable Joe Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Wilson:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitling and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

[n the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drlling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is commitied to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 201

The Honorable Rob Wittman
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Wittman:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permiiting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. Ibelieve we are mecting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deecpwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMBRE also issued gnidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www .boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Steve Womack
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Womack:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. I believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE’s process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:

http://www boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Washington, DC 20240

APR 19 2011

The Honorable Rob Woodall
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Woodall:

Thank you for your letter dated March 1, 2011, to President Obama regarding the permitting of
both shallow water and deepwater drilling operations and requesting that the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Ocean Encrgy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE)
bring immediate and concrete clarity for offshore permitting and to hasten the approval of such
permits. I have been asked to respond on the President’s behalf. A similar response will be sent
to each signer of your letter.

In the wake of the Deepwater Horizon, BOEMRE has moved forward with the fundamental
reforms and new regulatory measures necessary to improve the safety of offshore drilling, as
well as enhance protection of the ocean and coastal environments. At the same time, we are
working every day to allow safe drilling and production operations on the federal Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to continue in order to keep production flowing and people working in
an industry that is crucial to our nation’s economy and energy independence. The major
challenge facing us and the industry is to dramatically improve the safety of drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico, particularly in deepwater, while continuing with operations, keeping production
flowing and keeping people working. [ believe we are meeting that challenge.

You requested clarity in the permitting process: Recently, BOEMRE issued additional guidance
to provide clarifying information to assist the oil and gas industry in complying with existing
deepwater drilling safety regulations and guidance. This new guidance document also highlights
BOEMRE's process for reviewing subsea containment plans for deepwater operations. The
information document is available at: http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2011/press0328.htm.
BOEMRE also issued guidance on December 13, 2010, regarding the steps required of operators
to resume deepwater activity. That guidance is available at:
http://www.boemre.gov/ooc/press/2010/press1213.htm. BOEMRE is committed to ensuring that
companies know what is expected of them and will continue working with industry to provide
additional guidance on these and other issues.



You requested a removal of barriers to exploration and production: On October 12, 2010, the
deepwater drilling suspensions were lifted. Since then, the industry has submitted and BOEMRE
has approved permits consistent with the heightened safety standards required by our new

regulations.

As of April 19, 2011, we have received 37 deepwater applications for permit to drill for types of
activities that were allowed under the moratorium, subject to applicable safety rules, such as
water injection wells and drilling from a fixed rig with a surface blowout preventer. We have
approved 34 of these permits, with two applications pending.

As of April 19, 2011 we have also received 58 deepwater drilling permit applications that are
subject to BOEMRE’s new safety and environmental requirements, including demonstration of
subsea containment capability. These include applications to drill new wells, bypasses, and
sidetracks. Twenty of these permits have been returned to the operator with requests for
additional information, particularly concerning subsea containment. We have approved 19 of
these permits (for 11 unique wells), with 17 applications pending.

As of April 19, 2011 we have approved 49 shallow water permits for new wells and have four
pending. Information on the status of well permits and plans are available on our website, which
we refer to often and update daily.

The webpage can be found at:

http://www.gomr.boemre/gov/homepg/offshore/safety/well _permits.html.

Together with Secretary Salazar, we have undertaken the most aggressive and comprehensive
reform of offshore o1l and gas regulation and oversight in U.S. history. This includes the
rearganization of the former MMS to establish mission clarity and to strengthen oversight; and it
also includes the development and implementation of heightened standards for drilling practices,
safety equipment, and environmental safeguards.

These new rules set forth prescriptive standards that industry must meet. But they also establish,
for the first time in the U.S. offshore regulatory system, performance-based standards focused on
the identification and mitigation of specific risks associated with offshore operations. These
changes are substantial, and more work is being done to ensure that these changes are both
lasting and effective. The ultimate goal is to establish an industry-wide culture of safety, and to
have well-equipped and professional regulators. Both elements are necessary to keep pace with
the challenges and risks of offshore drilling, particularly as those operations push into new
frontiers and face increased technical challenges.

We no longer accept the view that the appropriate response to a rapidly evolving, developing and
changing industry, which employs increasingly sophisticated technologies, is for the regulatory
framework and the applicable rules to remain frozen in time. Over time, the regulatory
framework and the specific requirements must keep pace with advances in the industry — and
with industry ambitions to drill in deeper water in geological formations that have greater

pressures.
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We will continue to analyze information that becomes available, and we will implement reforms
necessary to make offshore oil and gas production safer, smarter and with stronger protections
for workers and the environment. In developing these reforms, we will balance the need for
regulatory certainty — whose importance we well recognize — against the need to act on new
insights and adapt to changing technology. And importantly, the processing of drilling permit
applications and proposed drilling plans will not be delayed while these additional reforms are

developed.

I agree with you that a vital oil and gas industry is essential to our Nation’s security and
economy. However, I stand behind the increased safety measures that have been adopted. They
will protect American lives and diminish the risk of oils spills and related environmental
damage. And, I believe the men and women at BOEMRE can implement these measures
without unduly or unnecessarily increasing the regulatory burden on industry.

Michael R, Bromwich
Director




































L) ! Board of Park Commissioners of Richland County, Ohio

2295 Lexington Avenue
Mansfield, Ohio 44906

April 26,2016

Senator Sherrod Brown Congressman Patrick J. Tiberi

Hart Senate Office Bldg. Cannon House Office Bldg.

2" St.. & Constitution Ave. NE, Rm 713 1 St. & Independence Ave. SW, Rm 106
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Senator Rob Portman Representative Mark J. Romanchuk
Russell Senate Office Bldg. 77 S. High St., 11" Floor

Delaware & Consttituion Aves. NE, Rm 448 Columbus, OH 43215

Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Board of Park Commissioners of Richland County, Ohio and Village of Butler, Ohio
Honorable Sirs:

The Board of Park Commissioners of Richland County, Ohio has unanimously authorized me to send this
letter on its behalf. The purpose of this letter is to declare the Board’s support for the Village of Butler,
Ohio’s written request dated April 21, 2016 to obtain a construction easement within the Richland B & O
Trail. Prior to making its decision, the Park Board took the following into consideration: (1) Board
representatives met with the Village’s Engineer and actually walked the proposed site for its discussion and
inspection; (2) Board representatives met with the Village’s Engineer, legal counsel and Mayor to discuss
the proposed Wastewater Treatment Plant design and construction plans; (3) the Board reviewed and
unanimously approved the content of the Village’s above-referenced written request.

The Park Board’s approval was based on the following factors in keeping with its responsibility for the
management of the bike trail.

Particular Benefits to the B & O Trail

1. The elimination of the Clear Fork Mobile Home Park’s sewer lagoons and associated odors
will benefit all users of the bike trail.

2. The project will permit the Village’s replacement of its current Wastewater Treatment Plant
and its secondary use of the Clear Fork River. That will enhance the area’s recreational uses accessible
by B & O Trail patrons, to-wit: the newly opened 8.1 mile hiking trail located 0.6 miles from the bike
trail; Malabar Farm State Park/Pleasant Hill Lake Park located 3 miles from the bike trail; the Mohican
Memorial State Forest located 6 miles from the bike trail; and the Clear Fork Ski and Recreation Area
located 0.6 miles from the bike trail.










































































































































5/11/2016 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Release of the Richland B & O Bike Trail and Easement

Cannuscio, Lisa <lisa_cannuscio@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: Release of the Richland B & O Bike Trail and Easement

1 message

Hackett, G <elaine_hackett@nps.gov> Tue, May 10, 2016 at 4:28 PM
To: Lisa Cannuscio <lisa_cannuscio@ios.doi.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Shaver, Nancy <nancy.shaver@mail.house.gov>

Date: Tue, May 10, 2016 at 3:45 PM

Subject: Release of the Richland B & O Bike Trail and Easement
To: "Elaine_Hackett@nps.gov" <Elaine_Hackett@nps.gov>

Good afternoon Elaine,

| am following up on the voicemail | left earlier this afternoon. Last week we faxed over an inquiry to Secretary
Jewell requesting assistance in releasing an easement along the Richland B & O Bike Trail for the Village of
Butler.

| have attached our original request as well as additional easement information provided by the Village.

The Village is being required by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency to install a new sanitary sewer
system. The Village would like to use some the easement along the bike trail for a sewer line. They have
requested our assistance to obtain this by June 1, 2016 in order to meet Ohio EPA deadlines.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thanks,

Nancy

Nancy Shaver

Executive Assistant/Office Manager
Congressman Pat Tiberi

250 E. Wilson Bridge Rd, Suite 100
Worthington OH 43085
614.523.2555 Phone
614.818.0887 Fax

1-855-728-6412 Toll Free

https://mail .google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9fce021bc0&view=pt&qg=elaine_hackett%40nps.gov&gs=true&search=query&th=1549c5bf89410a97&simI|=1549c5bf. ..
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5/11/2016 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Release of the Richland B & O Bike Trail and Easement

Dear Ms. Shaver -

| am the Butler Village Law Director. Attorney Miller forwarded to me your request for easement
documentation. Therefore, please find the following attachments:

1. (A) Attachment A is the Judgment Entry vesting the CSX right-of-way to the Richland County Park Board.
The Entry referenced EXHIBIT A being the plat maps for the right-of-way between the City of Mansfield and
Mile Post No. 43.20, West of Butler Village is designed by me as EXHIBIT A-1.

1. (B) EXHIBIT A-2 is the 1994 PHASE Il Centerline Survey Plat of the Richland County Bikeway.

2. Attachment B is the Quit Claim Deed from CSX to the Park Board of Commissioners. The purpose of this
Deed was to complete the Bike Trail's vesting from Mile Post 43.20, being West of Butler Village into Butler
village to its Hitchman's Park, which serves as the southerly terminus of the Bike Trail Easement.

By way of information, please refer to Plat Volume 25, Page 89 that shows Mile Post 43.20, West of Butler
Village from which the Quit Claim then commences to run.

After your review of these documents you need further information, please let me know.

Thank you for your help,

Elaine Hackett

NPS Congressional Liaison
1849 C Street - NW Room 3325
Washington, DC 20240
202-208-7331 (direct)
202-329-5735 (cell)

https://mail .google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28&ik=9fce021bc0&view=pt&g=elaine_hackett%40nps.gov&gs=true&search=query&th=1549c5bf89410a97&sim|=1549c5bf... 2/3



5/11/2016 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Release of the Richland B & O Bike Trail and Easement

2 attachments

ﬂ Bike Trail, Easement - Documents.pdf
13779K

ﬂ Village of Butler.pdf
166K

https://mail .google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28&ik=9fce021bc0&view=pt&g=elaine_hackett%40nps.gov&gs=true&search=query&th=1549c5bf89410a97&sim|=1549c5bf...  3/3
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May 3, 2016

Sally Jewell

Secerctary

U.S. Department of the Intcrior
1849 C Street, NW, Room 3325
Washington, DC 20240

Via Fax: (202) 208 - 5533
Dear Sccrctary Jewell:

The attached communication concerns a problem my constituent is expericneing with the
National Parks Service.

Please look into the statements contuined within the attached documents and forward me
the necessary information for reply. Please address your reply to my district office at 250 E.
Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 100, Worthington OH 43085.

If you have any questions, please contact Na.ncy Shaver in my district office at 614-523-
2555, Thank you for your time and atlention t atter, and 1 will look lorward to your reply.

Sincerely,

. Tiberi
Jepresentative to Congress -

PIT/ms

Linclosurcs’

"cc: Secrelury Vilsack
U.S. Depariment of Agriculture
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

L15(2230)

The Honorable Patrick Tiberi JUN 302 16
Member, U.S. House of Representatives

Attn; Nancy Shaver

District Office

250 E. Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 100

Worthington, Ohio 43085

Dear Mr. Tiberi:

This letter is in response to your May 3, 2016, correspondence to Secretary Jewell concerning
the National Park Service (NPS) interest to resolve a need for public infrastructure along a rail
trail in the Village of Butler, Ohio.

In this instance, the NPS does not hold an easement for the trail, nor has the authority for
permitting construction and placement of a proposed sewer line within the corridor of the trail.
The delay in response was due to our offer to facilitate a meeting between the council of
Renwick, Welsh, and Burton, LLC, representing the Village of Butler, and the council of the
Rails to Trails Conservancy, a national non-governmental organization, who assists communities
with issues such as this.

A conference call occurred June 24, 2016, with the interested parties. We were able to confirm
that the Board of Park Commissioners and the Village of Butler have the authority to place
necessary infrastructure within the Rail Banked Corridor per the Rail Banking Order issued by
the Surface Transportation Board when the trail was constructed. The staff of the Rails to Trails
Conservancy will further assist the town as needed as they move forward with their project.

The NPS staff has contacted Nancy Shaver in your District office to inform her of this outcome
to avoid any further delays. Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me at 202-208-3390 or by email jeff reinbold@nps.gov.

Sincerely,

Jeffrdy P. Reinbold

Assistant Director
Partnerships and Civic Engagement

cc: Eric Miller, Commissioner, Board of Park, Richland County, Ohio
Jon K. Burton, Renwick, Welsh and Burton LLC






