THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ORDER NO. 3343

Subject: Actions to Address Eftects of Drought and Climate Change on California’s Water Supply
and Listed Species

Sec. 1 Purpose. The Department of the Interior (Department), through the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), and informed by the science of the
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), has many responsibilities for managing the State of California’s
(State) water resources and aquatic ecosystems. Long-term drought, fueled by climate change, has
adversely affected the State’s water supplies, exacerbated effects of water operations on imperiled
species, impacted water quality, and added to the stressors affecting the health of California’s
unique ecosystems, particularly the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta).

The purpose of this Order is to document and continue a Department-wide approach and range of
actions that, in coordination with the State’s implementation of the 2009 Delta Reform Act and the
2014 California Water Action Plan, addresses the effects of drought and climate change on the
State’s water resources over both the short term and the long term. The Order seeks to facilitate the
integration of State and Federal efforts to optimize the many interests in the Bay-Delta, including
the needs of agriculture and municipalities, while simultaneously fostering conservation of species
found throughout the ecosystem.

A number of collaborative water resource initiatives involving the State, the Department, and other
agencies and stakeholders are currently being carried out in California. The initiatives include the
California WaterFix; California EcoRestore; Implementation of a Delta Smelt Resiliency Strategy;
Implementation of the Sacramento Winter-Run Chinook Salmon Action Plan; Reinitiation of
Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7 Consultation on the Coordinated Long-Term Operations
of the Central Valley Project (CVP) and State Water Project (SWP); and the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB) Process to Update the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan (Bay-Delta
Plan).

This Order provides direction for the Department, and particularly Reclamation and FWS, with
scientific support and technical advice from USGS, to complete the technical, scientific, and
analytical work necessary to make permitting, regulatory, and other decisions associated with these
initiatives. While many of these initiatives are targeted to benefit specific species and increase
water supply reliability, it is anticipated that the restoration actions will also improve habitat
conditions for other at-risk species.

Sec. 2 Authorities. This Order is issued under statutory authority that includes, but is not limited
to, the Reclamation Laws (Act of June 17, 1902, and all acts amendatory thereof and supplementary
thereto); the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (P.L. 102-575, Title XXXIV); the Endangered
Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1631, et seq.); the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 1661, et
seq.); the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 1201, et seq.); and authority provided by
Section 2 of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1262), as amended.
































